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And now . . . The Rest of
the Story!
Computers, the Modern Day Wonderland
By Judy Badgley

Editor’s Note: Last issue,
you received an insert in
your newsletter containing
an ad for a 1957 Oldsmobile. I bet you wondered
why! Read On . . .
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he computer IS a
wonder. I am convinced they are responsible for what is known as
ROAD RAGE. People
drive to work knowing
when they get there and
start their computer there
will be a problem at some
point. That starts them in
a bad mood. When they
drive home from work
they are tired and frustrated from the problems
at work with their computer. That puts them in a
REALLY bad mood. Even
if you don’t work with a
computer, chances are
somebody at your work
does and their bad mood
is shared with the people
they work with. And so it
goes………………..

What can you find to buy on Ebay? Read this article to find out.

We got our first computer in April 2000. The
very first thing we did
when it was set up and
running was to get an
online service. Now the
reason for this was to be
able to get to Ebay. We
had previously seen this
Wonderland while visiting
someone else with a computer. Ebay was our computer goal.
Over the last 5 years we
have learned how to wait

until the last second to
make a BIG bid, so nobody has a chance to
over bid us. We have
learned that sometimes
that doesn’t work because the computer is too
slow or somebody with a
faster computer had the
same idea. We have also
learned that our “most
we are willing to pay for
an item” may not be as
high as someone else’s
“most they are willing to
Continued page 4 | see Ebay
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2005 R.E. Olds Chapter
Board of Director s
President
Ken Nicholas
(517) 663-2397
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net
Vice-President
Open Position

Secretary
Ed Shand
517-655-4739
jes@handofshand.com
Treasurer
Nick Colovos
(517) 487-8751
FordOlds@comcast.net
Member-at-Large
Open Position

OCA Representative
Chuck Mitchell
(517) 882-9757
info@reolds.org
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Wayne Mason
(517) 669-8051
webmaster@reolds.org
Board members are elected for
a one year period of time at the
Annual Banquet Meeting. Officers assume their office beginning February 1st of the year
they are elected.
Club meetings are held on the
1st Tuesday of the month and
Board meetings on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at various locations, but usually at the
R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing.
Contact Ken Nicholas at the
number shown above for more
information.
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car
Show meetings are held on the
3rd Tuesday of the month at
various locations. Contact Don
Cooper at (517) 627-6697 for
more information.

The President’s
Corner

F

ellow Oldsmobilers:

Well, a lot has happened lately, as
you may have heard. Troy Collins has
stepped down as President due to health
issues (see page 3 for Troy’s note). Many
thanks to Troy for all his efforts to make this
chapter better than ever. A lot of heart
goes into this effort and Troy put all his into
this club. We also have lost Jill Gilbert as
secretary. Jill did this position for many
years and also put her heart into it. Thank
you Jill! Ed Shand has offered to fill the
secretary until the new term begins.
Thanks to Ed for jumping in as secretary.
But that also left the member-at-large
position open, so you can always count on
Joe Pohl. He offered to fill that position.
Joe should really learn to say no, but thanks
Joe! With me stepping into the Presidents
position, that left he Vice-president spot
open. Harry Emmons has offered to fill that
spot. Thanks to Harry also! So we, once
again, have a full board. [Editor’s note: Per
current Chapter By-laws, Board vacancies
are to be filled by a vote of the remaining
Board members. A vote to fill our Board

Editor’s Corner

W

hat are By-laws?
According to the
dictionary, By-laws “are a set
of rules adopted by an organization or assembly for
governing its own meetings
or affairs.” Some question
the need for By-laws in our Chapter. An
internet Google search produces no less
than 13,700,000 hits with links to by-laws
for all sorts of clubs, governmental units,
and private organizations. Surely over 13
million organizations, large and small, can’t
be wrong!
What, you might ask, does this have to do
with cars? Well, for the past several months,
a small group of Chapter members has met
to review and update the R.E. Olds Chapter
By-laws. We have spent over 75 man-hours
reviewing and revising them. Our intent
has been to remove ambiguity and define
responsibilities within our Chapter’s operation and to provide a better structure for
conducting the Chapter’s business. For
example, duties for each Chapter officer
have been defined. As our Chapter contin-
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vacancies is expected at the next Board
meeting.]
Homecoming. How can we top it? From
reports, the Nationals in Washington had
approxamently 200 cars. Homecoming
had 500! What a golden apple we have.
We have an organizational meeting August
25th at the museum. Please plan to attend
if at all possible. They could use all the help
we can give. Even if it is only a few hours
you can spare, that's fine.
Every
contribution is very important to the huge
success of this event.
If you have any ideas for events, tours or
shows that we should o as a chapter,
please let us know. An upcoming event is
the joint meeting of the R.E. Olds Chapter
and the Motor City Rockets. The date is
October 15th, 11:00 am at the museum.
We will have box lunches and Bill
Porterfield will have an expanded show on
the Aerotech.
The annual meeting has been moved to
November so there will be less conflict with
the holidays and Michigan weather. As
always, please consider helping out your
Chapter and consider volunteering for one
of our board positions.
Well, as much as things change, they still
remain the same. We all strive for the
fellowship that our Oldsmobile connection
brings. Thanks to all for their contributions.
CCCCCYA Ken
ues to grow, it is essential that we have a
set of rules which provide orderliness.
We need to ensure that future
elected Chapter leaders will manage
the Chapter according to the will of
its members with the express purpose
of “preserving the interest in all types
of Oldsmobiles in the mid-Michigan
area.”
With the By-law Committee’s re-write work
complete, the next steps to be taken are as
follows:

•

The proposed By-laws will be given to
the Chapter’s Board for approval.

•

Once Board approved, a copy will be
sent to all Chapter members for review.

•

At a designated membership meeting,
the proposed By-laws will be discussed
with the membership.

•

Membership will vote to approve or
disapprove the proposed By-laws after
all comments and concerns have been
addressed.
Continued page 9 | see By-laws
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R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application
New __________

Renewal ___________

OCA Number _________

Application Date ____/_____/_____

Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________

Name ___________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________
City ______________________________ State _______ Zip Code ________- ______
Home Phone (______) _____ - __________ Work Phone (______) _____ - __________
E-Mail address ____________________________________
Spouse Name ____________________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day _________
List of all Oldsmobiles owned: ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the chapter.
Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.
Send application and make check payable to:
R.E. OLDS CHAPTER
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA
P.O. BOX 80101
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101
R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in
the Mid-Michigan area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds
enthusiasts in the area since then. A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent
to members and offers a variety of member stories, technical information and a classified ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the group at various car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities.

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America
Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org for an
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits.

RE Olds Chapter Dues
Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for three years, renewable each June for all
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: Joe Pohl, P.O. Box 80101,
Lansing, MI 489089-0101. A renewal form is not necessary. Your address label
contains the year in which you need to renew your membership. For example,
if the “RN” code after your name is “RN06”, then your dues are renewable and
due in June 2006. No additional renewal reminder will be sent to you.
A Note To the Membership of the R.E. Olds Chapter of OCA
It is with regret that I inform you of my decision to step down as the President of your
Chapter. I had planned on doing this in November 2005 based on medical concerns
that were diagnosed this past April 2005. Follow up studies taken on July 5, 2005
caused me to move the time frame up and at the July 21, 2005 board meeting the
board accepted my resignation.
Ken Nicholas will take over the Presidency of the club and Ed Shand will take over the
Secretary duties until elections at the annual banquet now scheduled for November.
The Vice President position currently is unfilled unless one of you would like to apply.
I will Chair the By-laws committee until that work is completed.
I extend a big thank you to my board members for their support and understanding
of my decision. I also thank all of you that supported and those of you that didn't
support the direction that I felted the Chapter now needed to move towards as we
were added to the list of orphan car brands.
Till Later, Happy Oldsing, Troy Collins
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Upcoming Events
Club Meetings for 2005 are usually
scheduled for the first Tuesday of
the month at the R.E.O.
Transportation Museum at 7 PM .
Scheduled meeting dates for this
year are: September 6th, October
4t h, November 1st, December 6th.
September 11th - Beekman Center
Car Show, 10am - 4pm. Special cars
for special kids. Lansing, MI.
October 15th - Joint Meet with the
Motor City Rockets. 11:30 am,
lunch; 1:00 pm Bill Porterfield’s
expanded Aerotech presentation
at R.E. Olds Transportation
Museum. More info to follow.
November 12th - R.E. Olds Chapter
Annual Banquet. Details to follow.

Happy Birthday!
September
Birthdays - Joe
Pohl 11th, Mike
Ross 14th, Dwain
Hilliard & Wayne
Mason 16th, Tom
Horton & Marsha Nicholas 19th,
Charles Gurney & Tom Hummer
25th.
October Birthdays - Dave
Lehnen 1st, Scott Bischoff 5th, Jim
Brehm 6th, Lori Emmons 8th,
Harry Emmons & Dan Mroczak
9th, Ashley Jones 11th, Shirley
Place 13th, Ken Nicholas & Susan
Pohl 16th, Linda Heminger 17th,
Judy Badgley 28th.
If we don’t list your birthday, send
yours/spouses
birthday
information (month and day only)
to wemas@comcast.net . In the
subject line put R.E. OLDS. Or
snail mail to:
Wayne Mason
2713 W. Clark Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906
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Ebay | Continued from page 1
pay”! We have learned little hints on
how to search for items. AND most
recently we have learned how to
sell on Ebay. (This has been a good
outlet for our non-Olds items we
haven’t been able to sell at swap
meets from years ago. At any rate it
has been fun, a good source of kidding among our family and friends,
and we have found some very interesting items on Ebay. The photo on
page 1 shows three of our Oldsmobiles but in the background is OUR
Oldsmobile cold air balloon, purchased from Ebay.

Lost Words
(Author unknown)

I

came across this phrase in a
book yesterday—FENDER
SKIRTS. A term I haven't heard in a
long time and thinking about
"fender skirts" started me thinking
about other words that quietly
disappear from our language with
hardly a notice.
Like "curb feelers" and "steering
knobs." Since I'd been thinking of
cars, my mind naturally went that
direction
first.
Any kids will
probably have to
find some elderly
person over 50
to explain some
of these terms to
you.
R e m e m b e r
"Continental kits?" They were rear
bumper extenders and spare tire
covers that were supposed to make
any car as cool as a Lincoln
Continental.
When did we quit calling them
"emergency brakes?" At some point
"parking brake" became the proper
term. But I miss the hint of drama
that went with "emergency brake."
I'm sad, too, that almost all the old
folks are gone who would call the
accelerator the "foot feed."
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Included in the mailing last issue’s
newsletter is the product of an
Ebay item. While Doug was searching he found a 1957 Oldsmobile
printers plate. The kind they used
many years ago to print newspapers, etc. The plates are all set up in
the layout of the page, they are
inked and then the paper is
printed. This block was an advertisement for the 1957 Oldsmobile
and the Academy Awards program that was sponsored by Olds.
Doug was able to be the “one willing to pay the most” and get the
high bid sent in time to be the winner. Once we received the item,

we contacted a printer friend of
ours and asked him to come look at
our new purchase. Because of the
cost of making these plates, it was
the custom to melt them down after they were used and to then recast them. This plate was in great
shape and a very rare find. Our
printer friend has a printer friend
with an old press.
The old press still
works and they
made us copies
from the plate.
We hope you
enjoyed
your
copy.

Didn't you ever wait at the street for
your daddy to come home, so you
could ride the "running board" up
to the house?

and "being in a family way" or
simply "expecting."

Here's a phrase I heard all the time
in my youth but never anymore "store-bought." Of course, just about
everything is store-bought these
days. But once it was bragging
material to have a store-bought
dress or a store-bought bag of
candy.
"Coast to coast" is a phrase that
once held all sorts of
excitement and now
means
almost
nothing. Now we
take the term "world
wide" for granted.
This floors me.
On a smaller scale,
"wall-to -wall"
was
once a magical term in our homes.
In the '50s, everyone covered his or
her hardwood floors with, wow,
wall-to -wall carpeting! Today,
everyone replaces their wall-to-wall
carpeting with hardwood floors. Go
figure.
When's the last time you heard the
quaint phrase "in a family way?" It's
hard to imagine that the word
"pregnant" was once considered a
little too graphic, a little too clinical
for use in polite company. So we
had all that talk about stork visits

Apparently "brassiere" is a word no
longer in usage. I said it the other
day and my daughter cracked up. I
guess it's just "bra" now
"Unmentionables" probably
wouldn't be understood at all.
I always loved going to the "picture
show," but I considered "movie" an
affectation.
Most of these words go back to the
'50s, but here's a pure-'60s word I
came across the other day - "rat
fink." Ooh, what a nasty put-down!
Here's a word I miss - "percolator."
That was just a fun word to say.
And what was it replaced with?
"Coffeemaker." How dull. Mr. Coffee,
I blame you for this.
I miss those made-up marketing
words that were meant to sound so
modern and now sound so retro.
Words like "DynaFlow" and
"Electrolux." Introducing the 1963
Admiral TV, now with
"SpectraVision!"
Some words aren't gone, but are
definitely on the endangered list.
The one that grieves me most "supper." Now everybody says
"dinner." Save a great word. Invite
someone to supper. Discuss fender
skirts.
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Why Buy American?
In Defense of General Motors
by Roger Simmermaker
May 7, 2005
Defense, defense, defense. That's all
that General Motors, and Detroit in
general, can play these days. Many
American car and truck buyers, and
many of those in the media who write
about their buying habits, should know
better than to spew their venom at GM
for their recent financial troubles. It
might be different if the reasons that
GM continues to lose market share
weren't largely beyond their control,
but they are. As an increasing number
of Americans spend their money on
and drive around in Toyotas and
Hondas, the answer to the question
"Why doesn't GM have the money to
build a car more to my liking?" seems to
evade them.
As if the impending health care crisis in
America was no clue at all, some even
bring up the fact that GM spends over
$1,500 per automobile just to provide
health care to their employees, retirees
and their dependents. By comparison,
Toyota and Honda spend only a few
hundred dollars per automobile, mainly
because GM has been operating in the
United States since the invention of the
automobile and Toyota, for instance,
only built their first plant here in 1987.
Yet they still accuse that GM is "living in
the past" even though Cadillac now
outsells Mercedes, The Chevy Impala
beat the Toyota Camry in initial quality
and Consumer Reports detailed how
Buick now beats BMW in reliability.
But in these times where low-wage
Wal-Mart has now replaced high-wage
General Motors as the number one
employer in the U.S., most Americans
get a pass for not having the time to dig
deeply enough to understand what is
really going on since a large portion of
America is working longer hours for
lower wages and is just trying to put in
enough time at work to make ends
meet.
It may seem that your car-buying
decision would have no effect on your
personal prosperity or that of your
country, but it does. It really does matter
if you buy an American-made Chevrolet
instead of an American-made Toyota.
When you buy an American-made

Chevy, you not only
support more American
workers, but also American
investors, owners and stockholders.
When you buy an American-made
Toyota, you may help your Uncle Bob if
he's on Toyota's payroll, but you're
hurting Uncle Sam since American
companies pay about three times as
many taxes to the U.S. Treasury
compared to foreign-owned
companies. That's something to think
about the next time you hear we have
to cut benefits or raise the retirement
age simply because the U.S. Treasury
doesn't have enough funds to meet its
obligations to Social Security or other
benefit programs.
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can stand will negatively affect your
standard of living in one way or
another. And you thought that since
you didn't work in the car industry it
didn't affect you. Think again.
The Detroit News recently published
the facts, daring to go against the
deceiving "foreign cars are built there
and American cars are built there"
rhetoric that implies it makes no
difference if you buy an American-made
Honda instead of an American-made
Pontiac. The newspaper reported that
American and foreign automakers alike
were playing the "Made in USA Card" to
attract buyers. And you thought
consumers didn't care. Poll after poll has
shown Americans are even willing to
pay more to buy American, let alone
when quality and price are similar or
equal. Most Americans advocate fair
play and equality but eventually they
will find out - possibly the hard way that neither of these attributes apply in
the automobile marketplace unless
those Americans that should know
better start buying American cars again.
I'm not asking or expecting the die-hard
import buyer crowd to stop their silly
griping and buy American. GM's future
doesn't depend on them. It depends on
those Americans that
really should know
better.

General Motors doesn't have enough
money to meet its obligations either.
And it's for the very honorable reason
that they have promised adequate
health care and pensions to their
workers who gave their lives to a
company that has in turn supported so
many American livelihoods for so long.
If we stop buying GM products, we defund American retirees and prevent
them from contributing to the
American economy. Sure, you have a
choice in buying a foreign car over an
American one, but if
you buy the foreign
car, you will likely cause
a retiree to make a
“General Motors still
choice between food
and medicine. That
employs six times as many
very choice is a daily
one for many senior
Americans as Toyota,
citizens in this country
seven times as many as
right now.

As the Detroit News
article boldly pointed
out, GM has 82 major
plants in the United
States, while Toyota,
Honda
and
Nissan
combined have only 24.
Honda, and 12 times as
Think it's not possible?
GM has more American
Think
again.
The
salaried workers than
many as Nissan.”
Pension
Benefit
Toyota
has
total
Guaranty Corporation
American workers. With
(PBGC) has already taken over several
194,000 employees in America, even
pensions from failed American
after hard times, General Motors still
companies in the steel and airline
employs six times as many Americans as
industries and beyond. When these
Toyota, seven times as many as Honda,
companies declare bankruptcy and a
and 12 times as many as Nissan. As
failure to meet their obligations, this
Business Week pointed out in 2002 (the
government-funded agency - which is
last data I have seen on the subject),
also running in the red - takes over and
each auto-assembly job created by an
gives seniors roughly half of what they
American company also creates 6.9
were promised by the now bankrupt
other American jobs, where each autocompany.
assembly job created by a foreign
company creates only 5.5 other
This results in a hidden cost to taxpayers
American jobs. This is true simply
since any shortfall in government
because American automobile
revenue must be made up eventually in
companies get more of their parts from
higher taxes or benefit cuts or both. So
America.
there you have it. Failure to find a GM
(or other American) automobile you
Continued page 6 | see Why
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Why | Continued from page 5
And what about those foreign
transplant factories? A 1995 United
Auto Workers study concluded that
these foreign automobile companies
operating in the United States caused at
least 500,000 Americans to lose their
jobs. I would hate to think of what
that total is today.
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as far as quality and longevity was
concerned, and 1976 is right in the
middle of the supposed quality challenged decade for American cars.
An Auto Week magazine article even
call it a "boat with no tail" in a piece
they did about the history of the Riviera.

Shortly after the car passed 200,000
miles, I drove it from Florida to Illinois
and back to demonstrate to some
skeptical friends that the car would
The new May 9, 2005 issue of Business
make it up, down and through the
Week details how GM contributes to
Smokey Mountains of Tennessee just
the pockets of their assembly workers to
fine, as I was getting my own share of
the tune of $8.7 billion a year and either
comments about how terrible American
directly or indirectly supports the
cars supposedly were. The car had over
employment of 900,000 Americans.
250,000 miles before I had it hauled off
Business Week also claims it is
to the junkyard, but not before a co"undeniable" that what is bad for GM is
worker bought the engine for his
bad for America, pointing to a 54-day
airboat. The engine was so quiet no
strike in 1998 that cut that quarter's
one knew (by listening) that I warmed it
economic growth for the entire country
up for 5-10 minutes before I drove
a whole percentage point.
home from work as my
Many point to bad
co-workers walked past
management
it in the parking lot to
“A 1995 United Auto
decisions in the past
get in their own cars to
to
justify
their
Workers study concluded
drive home. People
reasoning for not
would walk by my '76
that these foreign
supporting
GM,
Riviera, stop for a
automobile companies
claiming it is it
second, and ask me "Is
operating in the United
"widely known" that
that car running?" The
States caused at least
they made horrible
body had rusted out by
500,000 Americans to lose
cars in the 1970's. Its
the late 1990s, but the
their jobs.”
amazing people who
car never had the
weren't even driving
advantage of a garage
age in the 1970's (this author wasn't)
to protect it from the Florida sun and
want to penalize GM for
Atlantic Ocean's salty air.
mismanagement as they overlook any
General Motors spent $5.2 billion on
mismanagement by other car
health care for their workers and
companies they anxiously spend their
retirees in 2004. The 2005 figure will be
money with instead. I have never heard
higher. The figure for Toyota, for
anyone vehemently refuse to buy a
instance, is certainly less since they
Nissan since they almost went bankrupt
didn't build their first American factory
in the late 1990's. Nor do I hear people
until 1987. The Georgetown, KY factory,
planning to penalize Japanese car
which assembles the Toyota Camry,
makers for the (widely known) junk
was built with Japanese steel by a
they imported in the 1960's.
Japanese steel company. Toyota was
In 1999, the Wall Street Journal
given 1,500 of free land. To attract this
reported Nissan lost millions of dollars in
Japanese company to America, we
five of the last six years. Nissan's debt
even established a "special trade zone"
stood between $22 billion and $30
so they could import parts duty-free
billion, which dwarfed that of any other
from Japan. Financing was handled by
auto maker. The Wall Street Journal,
Mitsui Bank of Japan. Total federal, state
which is no huge supporter of GM,
and local tax incentives (read
claimed Nissan would be bankrupt if it
giveaways) reached $100 million happened to be an American
courtesy of your tax dollars and mine.
company.
These are some of the hidden costs few
The claim that GM made inferior cars in
think about when selecting their next
the 1970's is suspect to me anyway, not
car. Before the first Toyota in American
because of my patriotic motivation, but
was ever assembled, the American steel
because of my personal experience. The
industry, parts industry and finance
1976 Riviera I owned was outstanding
industry took it on the chin. American
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tax obligations were also raised to boot.
Today's Camry has a 55% domestic
parts content, which is down from 75%
just a few years earlier. American
alternatives like the Chevy Impala has a
98% domestic parts content and the
aging Ford Taurus, which used to be
the number one selling car in America
before the Camry took the top spot, has
a 95% domestic parts content.
In the end, it doesn't matter how you
slice it. General Motors pays more taxes,
employs more workers, has more
domestic plants, supports more families,
retirees and their dependents, and has
a higher overall domestic parts content
than the foreign competition - hands
down. American quality is on the rise.
Efficiency has increased. GM kept
America rolling by donating millions of
dollars in cash and vehicles in the
aftermath of September 11, 2001.
Where was the foreign competition in
America's time of need? They were busy
reaping in record profits and sending
them home to reward foreign owners
at the expense of an American
company that built the foundation of
prosperity that America as a whole
enjoys.
Profits are the lifeblood of any
successful company or economy.
General Motors makes only a few
hundred dollars of profit per vehicle
compared to over a thousand dollars
for their foreign rivals because GM
supports such a wide and diverse
number of Americans. They've shown
their loyalty to America by extending
0% financing for several years, and
through their history they've done more
good for America than any foreign car
company ever dreamed of doing. It's
time for America to show their loyalty to
an American company whose own
increased prosperity will result in
greater American prosperity as well.
So if you want General Motors to get
more aggressive and on the offensive in
terms of marketing, bolder car designs,
etc., stop spewing your venom at them,
which makes them constantly play
defense instead. It's unfair,
unwarranted, and unproductive. GM
wants to keep America rolling - as we all
should - so let's let It and make it
happen.
How Americans Can Buy American
Post Office Box 780839
Orlando, Florida 32878-0839
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with Willis and Troy

w

ith everything that's
been going on lately,
some how I managed to sneak off
for a day on a new adventure. First I
have to give you some background.
On June 5, 2005 Willis and Dick
Harrington headed off to Altus,
Oklahoma to pickup a 58 fiesta
hardtop wagon with air ride, air
condition, luggage rack and a
former J2 setup. This was a car that
Willis had been thinking about
getting for a while and I told him to
stop thinking and go get it (after all
it wasn't my money). I was planning
on going with them but couldn't
because club business kept me here
in Lansing for the period of time that
he and Dick would be on the trip.
On the way to Altus they stopped by
Bob Simpson's place in St. Louis, Mo.
to pick up an engine (58 Olds of
course) to take to Niles, Ohio to be
rebuilt by Ross Racing Engines.
Bob was someone we met back a
year or two ago when Willis and I
took him up to Merlin's to get some
parts for his 58 Convertible.
Remember we told you about how
he had sold the car and found the
same one thirty years later. Anyway
this brings you up to date on how
this trip came about.
For those of you that haven't been
to Niles, Ohio or heard of it, you
must have been studying something
else in History class. I'll let you think
about that for awhile before I give
you the answer. We began this trip
at 2:00 AM on July 15th. This was
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the earliest starting
time for any of our
trips so far and I
made sure they didn't
forget it. Dick had to
be back by 5PM for a
funeral so I wasn't as
hard on them as I
could have been. As 6:00 AM
approached, we decided it was
time for (that's right) breakfast. We
stopped at a service plaza and ate
at the only place that had
something that remotely resembled
a breakfast meal.
We don't
normally do fast food for breakfast
because our mommies told us we
needed a good breakfast to get the
day started.
Knowing that we
could survive for a little while
longer we continued on to Niles.
We arrived at our destination at
8:00 AM to find that no one was
there. I asked Willis if they knew we
were coming and he indicated that
he told them that we would be
there by noon. We looked around
and couldn't find any signs of life,
so after making a call we took off to
find a place where we could use
the facilities since the bushes were
short at the shop. It seems that the
whole town of Niles was dead as
the only three places we found
open were funeral homes. We
headed to the East a few miles and
found a family restaurant that was
open for business. After we did our
business (yup that's the one) we
decided to have a real breakfast.
After all you can only go so long on
tater tots. I asked our waitress what
time the lights went on in Niles.
She seem puzzled until I told her
our dilemma.
She told us she
understood what we meant 'cause
she lived there and had to come to
where we were to find a job. The
restaurant had a great breakfast
and we headed back to the shop
about the time I normally get up.
Eureka - upon arriving we found
live people. We sent Willis in, since
he had made the call that woke
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them up. Once the smoke cleared
Dick and I entered to meet Ross, his
son Tony and wife Susan. This was
the first time Willis had meet Ross
face to face even through they had
been talking to each other for about
three years. Ross had designed
some adjustable rocker arm
assembles for the 58 Olds engines
that Willis was interested in. Ross is
well known in racing circles for his
engines and passed on a lot of
information to Willis and Dick about
break-in techniques that work for his
engines. We unloaded Bob's engine
and tried to get back on the road
over the next three hours. I finally
found some duct tape and subdued
Willis so we could get Dick back on
time. On the way out of town we
passed the Historical Building (have
you figured it out yet) for the third
time and couldn't stop cause we
didn't have any time left. Maybe we
will get some time if we go back and
pick up the engine for Bob when it
gets completed.
Anyway we have some upcoming
trips to New Castle, PA to get the
balance of a load of car parts that
Willis, Dick and Chris Witt didn't
have room for on a trip they
completed just after I got back from
looking at planes in Oshkosh, WI.
There may be another one to SC for
another car that Bob wants.
Okay times up - The 25th President
of the United State was born in
Niles, Ohio on January 29, 1843. His
name is William McKinley and his
library and a really big statue are
located in Niles, Ohio. He died in
Office on September 14, 1901 after
being shot in Buffalo, New York. See
what you can learn by reading our
column. Niles is also near the exit
where Willis saw Flasher man on our
return trip to PA., but he wasn't
around this time and we figured his
arm got tired.
Till Later, Happy Oldsing
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Homecoming
2005 - 2006

A

fter analyzing the figures
more closely, it was found
that we had 55 vendors using 82
spaces at this year’s Homecoming
event. Also, the show car count
was 427 while the “For Sale” cars
numbered 46.
On Thursday, August 25th at 7:00
pm, a 2006 Homecoming organizational meeting will be held at
the R.E. Olds Museum. If you
would like to become a member
of this important committee and
help to organize and plan next
year’s event, please contact Judy
Badgley at 517-337-0444 or dbgarage@netzero.net. or just come to
the meeting.

Catching Up
2005 Founder’s Award winner, Mitch Powers and his 1962 Olds 88.
Mitch had departed the Homecoming Show before the awards
ceremony began, but our trusty photographer caught up with him to
capture this photo.

Si quaeris peninsulam amoenam circumspice
(If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look around you)

Or

for a similar countryside –
we traveled over the border to the OCC’s 26th National meet.
For those not in the know – OCC is
Oldsmobile Club of Canada. The
show was July 23rd & 24th in London,
Ontario, at the big and beautiful Fanshawe Park. This was a very casual,
un-stressful car show just about a 3hour drive from Lansing. We have
attended this show several times in
recent years.
These Canadian Oldsmobile lovers are
some of the most friendly and hospitable people you will encounter. The
show is not extremely large, perhaps
75 to a 100 cars. You need only to be
an OCA member to register. The
judging is done on the point system
similar to our American national
show. Like our OCA national show,
the judges are volunteers with a few
new judges learning the ‘ropes’ for
the first time.
The Canadians stress their show is
about having fun and enjoying our
cars. So this would mean that the

- The State of Michigan’s motto
judging is not quite as technical as we
are used to here in the States. Saturday is set aside for “show and shine“
with a lot of socializing. Sunday is
judging day.
After we arrived at the host hotel on
Saturday afternoon, we met up with
Canadian OCC members, Henry
Arsenault and Jan Carpenter and Joe
and Shirley Place. We all drove to the
casino in London for supper and
spent a few hours donating our $$$
to the casino cause. We then returned to the hotel for ice cream and
socializing.
This year Saturday was a beautiful day
but Sunday brought rain, rain, and
more rain from about 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
What a horrible day to try to clean a
car and have it presentable for the
judges. How can one display the literature and car manuals when it is
raining? CAN”T….. but the judges
were instructed to ‘roll with the
punches’ and not mark down cars for
having the trunks closed and windows rolled up. ‘Just put the spirit

and pride items on the back seat
along with your fire extinguishers,’ we
were told.
About the time judging was over, as
fate would have it, the sun came out
along with the July heat. At 3 p.m.
the award ceremony began. All the
judge’s names were called out and
they came forward to receive a
plaque as a Thank You, then 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place awards were handed
out to the car owners.
After the ceremony we talked with
the club president, Chris Duyck and
others to say our goodbyes and thank
them for their hospitality.
Chris had told us Saturday that he and
his wife attended this year’s Homecoming in June and how much they
enjoyed the show. They are hoping
to interest their other club members
into attending 2006 Homecoming as
a group and caravanning over. We
will have to return their hospitality
and welcome them next June.
Don and Eva Cooper
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R.E. Olds Jacket Order Form
Name:____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________
Print Name below exactly how you want
it to appear on the jacket front.

____________________________________________
Check here if you do NOT want your name
embroidered on the jacket front.
Size:
check one: ____S ____M ____ L ____ XL ____ 2X ____ 3X ____ 4X
Lightweight Lined ($75) _________
I will pick up from
Judy.
Or
Please mail jacket
to me.

Heavyweight Lined ($85) _________
Add $5 for 2X, 3X, 4X _________
Add shipping

_________

($8 per order)
Please send order form along
with check or money order to:
R.E. Olds Chapter
Attn: Judy Badgley
304 S. Clippert St.
Lansing, MI 48912-4606

Classified Ads
Classified ads must be received by
the editor on or before the first
Tuesday of publication
month’s
(February, April, June, August,
October, December) Cost of ad is
“0” for members and $6.00 for non members. Photos welcome. Ads will
be run once unless you call the
Editor and request that it be run
again!

Sell it Here
Chapter Financial
Report
Cash balance as of July 5 $17,308.08
Deposits 1,903.50
Checks issued 181.64
Balance as of August 2 $19,029.94

Total

_________

Please make checks payable
to: R.E. Olds Chapter

D

o

you have a
suggestion
for
a
speaker or program for our
monthly meetings? Someone
or something that would be
interesting to share with your
Oldsmobile friends? Let us
know your ideas. Even if you
have a topic of interest but
don’t know who to contact
about doing a program, let
us know and maybe we can
find someone. Contact Judy
Badgley at 517-337-0444,
weekdays
or
e -mail:
dbgarage@netzero.net.

Sample of embroidered logo
on back of Chapter jackets
previously ordered.
Jacket Specs
• 100% NYLON TASLAN
• ZIPPER FRONT
• SET-IN SLEEVES
• FLEECE-LINED COLLAR
• MADE IN USA

By-laws | Continued from page 2
While we are not a large corporation, we are a viable and important “Oldsmobile promoting” organization in the mid-Michigan
area. We need governing rules
which allow for an orderly conduct of its meetings, affairs and
car shows. To ensure our Chapter’s future growth and prosperity
we must use good practices and
procedures when conducting our
Chapter’s business. The proposed
By-laws will help to facilitate that
objective. Please give careful consideration to the proposed new
by-laws when you receive them
and vote accordingly.

Until next issue . . . . . Wayne
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Local Chapter Members Attend National Antique Oldsmobile Club Meet

T

he National Antique Olds Club
held their annual meet July 20th
thru 23rd, 2005
in Oconomowoc,
Wisconsin . Several tours were available
during the four day show. The NAOC is
open to all Oldsmobiles 1966 and older.

Anyone interested in joining the NAOC
can contact RE Olds Chapter members
pictured below who are also members
of the NAOC. For more information
about NAOC and a membership
application form, go to our Chapter

web site (www.reolds.org), click on
“Links” and then click on the “National
Antique Oldsmobile Club” to visit their
web site. The 2006 NAOC National
meet will be held in Spokane,
Washington.

Story and photos provided by Judy Badgley

The GM Heritage Center had some of their cars displayed in front of the
hotel. Included were the 1910 Limited and the 1928 Roadster street rod.

The swap meet was busy with people looking for parts for their prized
Oldsmobiles. Member Max Hineman was vending.

Jim Harsant (left) was there with his 1941 4-door Phaeton convertible. Tom and Jan Hummer (center)
were also there with their 1957 Super 88. Congratulations to both of them and their first place awards.

Famous Quotes:
“I'm a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I
work the more I have of it.” (Thomas Jefferson)
“When a man opens the car door for his wife, it's
either a new car or a new wife.” (Prince Phillip)
“Never lend your car to anyone to whom you have
given birth.” (Erma Bombeck)
“There are two modes of transport in Los Angeles: car
and ambulance. Visitors who wish to remain
inconspicuous are advised to choose the latter.” (Fred
Lebowitz)

Doug and Judy Badgley drove their 1957 98 4
door to the show. They didn’t have the car judged
but enjoyed chauffeuring the Hineman’s around
town to find ice cream.

“We carry adolescence around in our bodies all our
lives. We get through the Car Crash Age alive and
cruise through our early twenties as cool dudes, wily,
dashing, winsome . . . shooting baskets, the breeze,
the moon, and then we try to become caring men,
good husbands, great fathers, good citizens. “
(Garrison Keillor)
"A lie gets halfway around the world before the truth
has a chance to get its pants on." (Sir Winston
Churchill)
"Whether you think that you can, or that you can't,
you are usually right." (Henry Ford)
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Secretary's
Report

RE OLDS CHAPTER MEETING CHAPTER
MEETING MINUTES
June 7, 2005

Introduction of guest brought to
meeting by membership.
Presentation by Dave Phaff, "Unique
facts about Oldsmobile".
Business meeting followed
presentation.
OFFICER REPORTS
1. President report - Troy Collins
> Introduced new Member-at-Large;
Ed Shand
> Reported Chapter had contacted
OCA members in the area to invite
them to a meeting.
Cost $2.71/person. New members
were in attendance at June
meeting.
2. Secretary report - Jill Gilbert
> Motion made by Joe Pohl to
accept secretary’s report as read.
2nd by Harry Emmons; Motion
carried.
3. Treasurer report - Nick Colovos
No report
4. Vice-president report- Ken
Nicholas - Absent
5. OCA rep - Chuck Mitchell, No
report
6. Member-at-large - Ed Shand
No report
7. Homecoming- Judy Badgley
> More volunteers needed for
Homecoming.
8. Newsletter report - Wayne Mason
> Deadline 6/7/05, articles can be emailed to Wayne.
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS - Troy Collins
> Board is working on revising
Chapter By-laws.
CHAPTER MEMBER COMMENTS
1. Berlin Trip report by Don Cooper
Trip will be on July 30th. Reserve
seating and parking for club
meetings attending. $14 for each
adults/children 3-12 years $11 each
Deadline 7-2-05; for more
information call 627-6607 or 2907455
2. Dues report by Joe Pohl
Chapter dues expire in June. Pay
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tonight and save a stamp.
3. Jim Anderson is researching
Fisher Body Plant and Olds Plant.
He thinks they are the longest
running factory in the USA or
possibly the world. If you have any
information please e-mail him at
anders90@msu.edu
4. Mike Ross needs an application to
become a member of club. He is
also looking for picture of 1966
Toro used by LPD as a police
vehicle.
NEXT CHAPTER MEETING
July 5, 2005 at 7 pm: guest speaker
Harry Emmons on cars in Cuba.
Motion made to adjourn: 1st Joe
Pohl, 2nd Harry Emmons; approved
Respectfully submitted,
Jill Gilbert
Secretary R.E. Olds Chapter
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2006 Homecoming Meeting: The
meeting is scheduled for August
25, 2005 at the Museum. Those
interested in helping at the
Homecoming are encouraged to
attend.
Old Business: Jerry Garfield
reviewed the joint meeting with
the Motor City Rockets and the
presentation by Bill Porterfield.
Jerry is to secure a date and advise
the group. The preliminary date is
Saturday, October 15, 2005. The
event is at the Museum and will
begin at 11: AM. Jerry will arrange
box lunches for the groups.
The Annual election and banquet
will be scheduled on Saturday
November 12, 2005.

*****
RE OLDS CHAPTER MEETING CHAPTER
MEETING MINUTES

July 5, 2005
Secretary resigned - no minutes taken.
*****
RE OLDS CHAPTER MEETING CHAPTER
MEETING MINUTES

August 2, 2005
Total Attendance: 23
The meeting was called to order at
7:00 PM by President, Ken Nicholas
Treasurers Report: A treasurer’s
report was read from a memo sent
to Ken from Nick the treasurer. Nick
was unable to attend the meeting.
Ken read the report. The balance
on hand as of August 2, 2005 was
$19,029.94. The treasurers report
was accepted by the membership.
Secretary Report: There was no
Secretary’s report. The former
Secretary resigned at the last
meeting and was not present at this
meeting.
President Resignation: Wayne read
a note from Troy on his resignation.
News letter report: News letter to
be mailed out during the week of
August 7th
OCA Representative Report: Chuck
reported that the roster was sent to
OCA two weeks ago and as of this
date there was no response from
OCA.

New Business: Motor City Rockets
were awarded the 2008 Nationals
in the Detroit area. The planned
place is the Hyatt Regency
Dearborn.
Joe Pohl has volunteered to fill the
Member at Large board position
with duties as the Membership
coordinator.
Harry Emmons volunteered to fill
as the board position of Vice
President.
These positions would be taken up
at the next Board meeting for
review and potential appointment.
Max Hineman reported on the
2005 Nationals.
Ken announced of a potential joint
meeting in Eaton Rapids Historical
Society with the Motor City
Rockets.
Judy Badgley made a motion to
adjourn the meeting. Harry
Emmons Seconded. Carried.
Guest Speaker: Jim Anderson.
"Why foreign cars should be
painted red"
Ed Shand - Secretary
R.E. Olds Chapter
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Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support!

September - October 2005

