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tractor-trailer units amost as 
spectacular as the cars them-
selves. 

Highlighting those shows 
were the so-called dream 
cars (which we call 
"concepts" today) developed 
in GM's styling studios. They 
served the dual role of de-
sign studies for the corpora-
tion and excitement builders 
for would-be buyers, while 
further cementing GM's 
then-image as the world 
center of automotive styling. 

The 1954 Oldsmobile F-88 
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T he following article 
was written by  

Philip Powell on  
About.com’s Vintage Car 
web page:  
http://vintagecars.about.c
om/od/auctions/a/oldsf8
8_sale.htm?terms=olds+f-
88.  Reprinted here with 
author’s permission. 

 "Dream Car" 
Surrounded by 

Mystery 

$3,240,000 for an Oldsmo-
bile? That's probably more 
than the entire division was 
worth when GM shut it 
down. And yet the highest 
price paid at the 2005 Bar-
rett-Jackson auction was the 
amount just quoted, and 
that for an Oldsmobile. 

Ah, but not just any Olds. 
We're talking about an 
Oldsmobile F-88, a Mo-
torama "Dream Car" from 
1954, one with a spectacu-
lar appearance and a sto-
ried, even mysterious, past. 
One of only two cars built. 
Or was it three? That's part 
of the mystery. 

 And yet, as valuable as this 
car is now, for decades it 
was little more than a collec-
tion of parts and body pan-
els stuffed into a few 
wooden crates, shuffled 
from owner to owner 
(including one man twice) 
before it was finally restored. 

 A little background for 
those of you unfamiliar with 
the Motorama shows. These 
were annual GM extrava-
ganzas which traditionally 
opened at New York's Wal-
dorf-Astoria hotel, then were 
sent on cross-country tours, 
the vehicles and display ma-
terials shipped in customised 

Harley Earl’s “Dream Car”  Brings Big Bucks 

R a r e  O l d s  F - 8 8   S o l d  
f o r  $ 3 . 2 M !   

Continued page 4 | see F-88 

© Gordon Apker 

Spare tire on the F-88 sits inside the rear bumper. To remove the tire, 
the center area of the bumper folds down so the spare can be slid out. 
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2005 R .E .  Olds  Chapter  
Board  o f  D i rec tor s 

Editor’s Corner  

President 
Troy Collins  
(517) 646-0879 
president@reolds.org 
 
Vice-President & Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
(517) 663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary 
Jill Gilbert 
(517) 393-4180 
jkggilbert@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer 
Nick Colovos 
(517) 487-8751 
FordOlds@comcast.net 
 
Member-at-Large 
Don Cooper 
(517) 627-6697 
Coopsledg@aol.com 
 
OCA Representative 
Web Site Coordinator 
Chuck Mitchell 
(517) 882-9757 
info@reolds.org 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Webmaster 
Wayne Mason 
(517) 669-8051 
wemas@comcast.net 
 
Board members are elected for 
a one year period of time at the 
January Annual Banquet Meet-
ing. Officers assume their office 
beginning February 1st of the 
year they are elected. 
 
Board Meetings/Club meetings 
are held on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at various locations, 
but usually at the R.E. Olds Mu-
seum in Lansing. Contact Troy 
Collins at the number shown 
above for more information. 
 
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car 
Show meetings are held on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 
various locations. Contact Scott 
Whittaker at (517) 622-3400 for 
more information. 

S pring has Sprung, The 
grass has Riz, I wonder 
where the Pozies is? 

Y es, I think that our long Winter 
is finally over and Spring has  arrived! 

It is the time of year when a young (and 
old) man's fancy turns to . . . well, our cars 
that have been stored during the long, cold 
winter. We begin to plan for their “coming 
out” event - coming out of storage!   

Whether you will be restoring, recondition-
ing or just washing and waxing your 
beauty,  we hope you take advantage of 
the numerous outings and get-togethers 

scheduled for this year. Our first outing as a 
Chapter will be an April 30th joint meet with 

the Motor City Rockets Chapter to the 
GM Heritage Center in Sterling Heights.  

Next comes our Oldsmobile Home-
coming on June 18th, destined to be 
the biggest and best yet. On July 30th 
we will again head our Oldsmobiles 

to  Berlin Raceway in Marne, Michigan.  

We are always looking for new travel ven-
ues.  If you know of a good place to visit, 
please let Troy, our President, or a Chapter 
officer know.  One possible site to visit in 
the future is the National Studebaker Mu-
seum in South Bend, Indiana. The common 
link between Olds and Studebaker is obvi-
ous - discontinued nameplates! Interested? 
Let us know  what your preferences are 
and we will try to arrange it! 

Until next issue . . .Wayne 

W ell it’s that time again.  This is 
my second state of mind 

report as your fearless leader.  I told you 
something about myself in my first column; 
here’s more in case that didn’t scare you 
enough.  I’ve been a long time share holder 
in a very unique Time Share called Funny 
Farms, Inc.  Unlike most time shares this 
one is available anytime you want to use it.  
Most of its members have forgotten that 
the word “no” is part of the English 
language and are often heard asking 
themselves “Will I Never Learn”. 

It has an unlimited supply of softly padded 
rooms that you can use as you work 
through the 200 step release program.  On 
the upside it has a very extensive work and 
life issues program that leads you to belief 
that you aren’t really there. Best of all is that 
there are no monthly or yearly fees because 
you asked to be there.  Anyway before the 
“Meds” kick-in (they tell me they are to help 
create a chemical balance in your system 
but I’m not sure) here’s how you can 
contact them if you feel the need.  For non-
stimulant users call 1-800-WHATSUP.  For 
those of you that need stimulants call 1-
800-HOWLONG. 

Through the miracle of “drugs” we 
continue this report.  As a reminder, the 
deadline for the GM Heritage Center trip is 
April 10, 2005.  Please keep your 
reservations coming as I would like to plan 
a longer vacation.  You will find a listing of 

the restaurants in the area of the GMHC on 
page 5. 

Don Cooper is getting the Berlin Raceway 
Trip in order (see article on page 11). We 
will have a special parking area as we did 
last year and lap the track prior to the 
racing program. There will be fireworks at 
the end of racing.  We won’t be able to 
have a barbecue dinner this year cause you 
have to place an order for that a year 
ahead of time.  If this continues to draw 
your interest we’ll go for dinner next year.  
Fill out and send in the reservation form on 
page 7  to reserve your place at the track. 

 As you read this we will have just a little 
more than two months to go till our next 
homecoming show arrives on June 18, 
2005.  As in the past, your involvement on 
the day of this event is what makes it a 
success.  No matter how much planning 
the homecoming committee does, your 
willingness to volunteer is what gets the 
job done. Lets make our volunteer 
coordinator’s job easier by contacting her 
and letting her know that you are available 
to assist again this year or would be willing 
to help if you haven’t in the past.  Please 
contact Judy Badgley at 517-337-0444 or E-
mail her at dbgarage@netzero.net 

See you at our next meeting on May 7, 
2005.  Our program will be on auto 
appraising and insurance terms as it relates 
to car collectors.  Our presenter will be Tom 
Simatos of Simatos Automotive Appraisers 
located in Chesterfield, MI. We also ask that 
you feel free to bring quests to any of our 
meetings as long as they are not in the area 
of psychiatry.  They might want to do a 
case study as to the inner workings of how 
we currently conduct meetings. 

 Till then, Happy Oldsing 
Troy 

The President’s 
Corner 
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R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application 

New  __________      Renewal ___________   Application Date  ____/_____/_____ 

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________ 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________ 

City ______________________________  State _______  Zip Code ________- ______ 

Home Phone (______) _____ - __________ Work Phone (______) _____ - __________  

E-Mail address ____________________________________ 

Spouse Name ____________________  Birthday - Month ____________ Day _________ 

List of all Oldsmobiles owned: ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

May B i r thdays  - Richard 
Harrington - 7th.   

June Birthdays - Scott Whittaker - 
3rd, Robert Bagby- 6th, Elaine 
Garfield - 11th, Glenna Tillman - 
16th, Sandy Bagby - 17th, Peg 
Lehnen - 21st, Don Cooper 23rd,  
Bob Zimmerman & Arlene Jones - 
26th, Sharon Severance - 27th. 

If we don’t list your birthday, send 
y o u r s / s p o u s e s  b i r t h d a y 
information (month and day only) 
to wemas@comcast.net . In the 
subject line put R.E. OLDS.  Or 
snail mail  to:  
 Wayne Mason 
 2713 W. Clark Rd. 
 Lansing, MI 48906 

Must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the chapter. 
Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.  

Send application and make check payable to:  
R.E. OLDS CHAPTER 

OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 80101 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101 
R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in 
the Mid-Michigan area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds 
enthusiasts in the area since then. A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent 
to members and offers a variety of member stories, technical information and a classi-
fied ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the group at vari-
ous car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities. 

RE Olds Chapter 
Dues 

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for 
three years, renewable each June 
for all members and payable to R.E. 
Olds Chapter. Mail to: Joe Pohl, P.O. 
Box 80101, Lansing, MI 489089-
0101.  A renewal form is not neces-
sary.  

Reminder - If your address 
label has “RN05” after your 
name, you need to renew 
your Chapter membership by 
June 1st. No other reminders 
will be mailed to you so 
please check your label. Mem-
berships not renewed will not 
receive future newsletters.  

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America 

Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: 
www.oldsclub.org  for an application form, dues schedule and 

other club information and benefits. 

Happy Birthday! 

Upcoming Events 
Club Meetings for 2005 are usually 
scheduled for the first Tuesday of 
the month at  the R .E .O.  
Transportation Museum at 7 PM . 
Scheduled meeting dates for this 
year are:  May3rd, June 7th, July 5th, 
August 2nd,  September 6t h, 
October 4t h,  November 1st, 
December 6th. 

April 30th - Joint Outing with the 
Motor City Rockets Chapter to the 
GM Heritage Museum in Sterling 
Heights.  

June 18th - 2005 Homecoming car 
show, Lansing, MI. 

July 30th - Oldsmobile Night at Berlin 
Raceway in Marne, MI. - 
Parade your Olds around 
the track prior to the 
evenings race program! 
See page 11 for details 
and page 7 for reservation form. 

September 11th - Beekman Center 
Car Show . Special cars for special 
kids. Lansing, MI. 

Monthly Meeting 
Programs Needed  

D o you have a suggestion 
for a speaker or program 

for our monthly meetings? 
Someone or something that would 
be interesting to share with your 
Oldsmobile friends? Let us know 
your ideas. Even if you have a topic 
of interest but don’t know who to 
contact about doing a program, let 
us know and maybe we can find 
someone. Contact Judy Badgley at 
517-337-0444, weekdays or e-mail: 
dbgarage@netzero.net. 

A warm welcome to the following new 
member since our last newsletter: 

Wayne & Vicki May, Caledonia, MI. 
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was such a Dream Car. Erotic, almost, in 
its harmony of curves, the F-88 was a 2-
seater sports car built on the same chas-
sis as the first Chevrolet Corvette and 
with the same wheelbase. Power was 
supplied by a modified 324 cubic-inch 
Olds Super 88 V-8 engine giving 250 
hp, flowing through a 4-speed Hydra-
Matic transmission. Everything else, 
aside from the instruments, was unique. 
It was painted metallic gold, with metal-
lic green fender wells and off-white 
leather upholstery. To say the F-88 was 
flat-out gorgeous would be an under-
statement. 

 In those days, after Dream Cars com-
pleted their duties with Motorama, the 
vehicles would be given to division 
heads, who were free to dispose of 
them as they wished although GM 
management preferred the 
cars be scrapped. If that seems 
a sin, the fear was that such a 
car in the wrong hands could 
lead to serious legal problems. 
Although driveable, the cars 
weren't engineered for every-
day road use and had a pri-
vate owner been involved in 
an accident, the corporation 
most likely would have been 
sued. 

 Nevertheless some cars were 
given to supposedly worthy 
friends and not all, fortunately, 
went to the crusher. 

 After the F-88 completed its 
Motorama duties and was sent 
back to Olds headquarters in Lansing, 
GM's legendary styling head Harley Earl 
apparently decided that destroying it 
would, in fact, be sinful, and ordered 
another one built for his own use. This 

After his death it was given to a NAS-
CAR museum but when museum con-
struction was delayed, the car was re-
turned to Michigan where Earl's succes-
sor, Bill Mitchell, ordered it destroyed. 

 Meanwhile a disassembled F-88 arrived 
in crates at the California home of Errett 
Lobban Cord (yes, the man behind the 
famed front-wheel-drive cars carrying 
his name). Earl and Cord were friends, 
but no one knows exactly why E.L. 
ended up with this stack of panels and 
parts. However the car remained crated 
and eventually was sold, and sold, and 
sold again. In all, it had twelve owners, 
including the division and one man 
who bought it twice. 

 Was this the gold F-88? Its external 
panels were unpainted yet the fender 
undersides were finished in metallic 
green. Could it have been Earl's red 
1954 car? Or maybe neither? There 
have, after all, been unconfirmed tales 
about a third 54 F-88. 

 The most likely case, experts claim, is 
that Earl somehow regained possession 
of the golden F-88 and since he already 
had a red one, shipped the original 
back to Michigan, to be delivered to his 
friend E.L. Cord. No one can explain 
why it was disassembled and crated. 

 Fortunately for all, during a lengthy 
process of multiple owners the F-88 was 
finally restored to its golden glory and 
after being in the safe hands of Seattle 
collector Gordon Apker for several 
years, returned to the spotlight at the 
Barrett-Jackson auction in Scottsdale, 
where it sold in January for that as-
tounding $3,240,000. 

 A small fortune, perhaps, but for those 
who appreciate automotive sculpture, 
history, and rarity, this Oldsmobile is 
worth every penny. 

car was identi-
cal except for 
its bright red 
paint scheme. 
And that 's  
when the sto-
ries began. It 
was long ru-
mored that one 
of the cars had 
caught fire, 
with varying 
accounts of 
where and 
how. All the 
GM survivors 
from that pe-
riod insist there 
never was such 
a fire. 

 Somehow the gold F-88 disappeared, 
while the red car was redeveloped in 

1957 as a Mark II, with the same en-
gine and chassis. A later Mark IV was 
built, using yet another fiberglass 
body. This car became Harley Earl's 
when he retired to Florida in 1958. 

F-88 | Continued from page 1 

© Gordon Apker 

© Gordon Apker 

At a time when the Chevrolet Corvette was powered by 
a 6-cylinder engine, the Oldsmobile F-88 concept 
boasted a Rocket V8 engine. 
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Olds F -88 -  The Rest of the Story  

H arley Earl, who founded the GM 
Design and Styling Department 

in 1927, worked with former legends 
Bill Mitchell, Ken Pickering and Zora 
Duntov on the XP -20 project, 
commonly known as the F-88. 

Four cars resulted from the project, but 
only styling order No. 2265 - the two-
seat fiberglass-bodied Oldsmobile, with 
bullet taillights, open top and 
lightweight structure that sold for $3 
million - survived. 

Hundreds of internal GM documents 
and the original blueprints were 
included with the Oldsmobile, helping 
to drive up the auction price. 

According to Craig Jackson, president 
and CEO of the Barrett -Jackson 
Col lector Car Auction, "Many 
automobile historians consider the 
roadster to be one of the greatest 
expressions of automotive design to 
ever come from North America." The 
seller of the F-88 was Gordon Apker, 
an avid classic car collector and 
member of the advisory board for the 
Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance.  

Built for the 1953 Detroit Auto 
Show, the F-88 was Oldsmobile's 
answer to the Chevrolet Corvette. 
The Corvette had just been 
introduced, featuring a 6-cylinder 
engine, 2-speed automatic 
transmission and no windows. 
Meanwhile, the F-88 sported an 
Oldsmobile Rocket 88 V8, 4-speed 
Hydromatic transmission, and 

power windows and door latches. 
Designed by Harley J. Earl, the F-88 
was roughly the same size as a 
Corvette and sporting a fiberglass 
body, the F-88 is considered by many 
to be the epitome of automotive 
forward-thinking of the 1950's, with its 
open top and lightweight structure.  

"This car would have outsold the 
Corvette, and would have changed 
history," claimed Apker. With its 
lightweight fiberglass body, it would 
have out- performed the Ford 
Thunderbird as well as the Corvette. 
However, because Chevrolet had so 
much clout at the time, being the 
producer of more General Motor's 
products than any of the other 
divisions, it was able to convince the 
board of directors at General Motors to 
kill the Oldsmobile project, and as a 
result the F-88 was never built.  

According to Apker, GM officials 
ordered Oldsmobile management to 
destroy the F-88, along with all plans 
and documentation. The collector said 
there were actually two concepts built, 

but one burned when the engine 
caught fire and no one could figure 
out how to open the hood and 
extinguish the flames. Meanwhile, 
some of the Oldsmobile executives 
could not bring themselves to destroy 
the product of 18 months work, so 
they ended up selling the car and 
design to E.L Cord. Cord's plan for 
recreating the car ended when 
financing for the project fell through.  

Passed among a number of different 
owners, the F-88 eventually ended up 
in Apker's possession. In the latter part 
of the 1990s he leased the concept to 
Oldsmobile for their yearlong 
centennial celebration, and while 
showing the car it became damaged in 
transit. The GM division then paid to 
have the car restored, so Oldsmobile 
ended up completing work on the car 
they had started almost 50 years 
earlier. 

The $3.24 million paid for this rare 
Olds was the most money ever paid for 
an American collector car in the post-
War era. The car will be permanently 
housed in the new owner’s Gateway 
Automotive Museum in Gateway, 
Colorado. John Hendricks, owner of 

the museum is also founder and 
c h a i r m a n  o f  D i s c o v e r y  
Communications and creator of 
The Discovery Channel. 

Information for the preceding 
article was obtained in part 
from MSN Auto. 

Where to Eat near the 
GM Heritage Center 

I f you are one of the 
chapter members who will 

be attending the GM Heritage 
Center outing on April 30th, 
below is a list of area 
restaurants. Disclaimer: Cannot 
guarantee that the food or 
service is good in these 
restaurants. Eat at your own 
risk. Darn lawyers make this 
statement necessary.  

Applebee’s 
8025 12 Mile Rd, (Just east of Van 
Dyke) Warren 
586-574-1833 

Applebee’s 
1275 W. 14 Mile Rd, Madison Hts  
248-589-9889 

Big Boy – Oakland Mall 
582 W. 14 Mile Rd,  
Near entrance to I75 
Troy, 248-585-8230 

Burger King  
23027 Van Dyke, Warren 
586-756-3850 

Buddy’s Pizza 
8100 Old 13 Mile Rd. Almost across 
from the GM Tech Center 
Old 13 Mile Road is one street south 
of Chicago Rd, off Van Dyke 
Warren, 586-574-9200 

Chili’s Grill & Bar  
402 W. 14 Mile Rd,  
Near entrance to I75 
Troy, 248-589-2119 

Lone Star Steakhouse & Salon 
33950 Van Dyke, Sterling Hts  
586-979-6700 
 

Mc Donalds’  
25300 Mound Rd, Warren 
586-756-6903 
Mc Donalds’  
27480 Van Dyke, Warren 
586-755-0290 
National Coney Island 
30140 Van Dyke, Warren 
(Across from GM Tech Center) 
586-751-7700 
Papa Vino’s 
33577 Van Dyke, Sterling Hts  
586-978-8820 
Rally’s 
32320 Van Dyke, Warren 
586-268-3339 

Ruby Tuesday 
35500 Van Dyke, Sterling Hts  
586-264-1654 

Subway 
28950 Van Dyke, Warren 
586-558-3882 

Ted’s Tavern and Sports Bar  
Chicago (13 Mile) just west of Van 
Dyke Across  from the GM Tech Ctr. 

TGI Friday – Sterling Pond 
33703 Van Dyke, Sterling Hts  
586-264-5801 

Tim Horton’s 
29030 Van Dyke at 12 Mile, Warren 
586-573-7270 

Wendy’s 
NW Corner of Chicago (13 Mile) and 
Van Dyke 
Across from the GM Tech Center 

White Castle 
 31803 Van Dyke, Warren 
West side of Van Dyke just north of 
Chicago (13 Mile) 

World Wide Sports Bar & Grille 
30200 Van Dyke (Across from GM 
Tech Center) 
586-751-7883 



 

 

P A G E  6  R O C K E T  R E V I E W  
M A Y  -  J U N E  2 0 0 5  

with Willis and Troy 

B y the time you read this we 
hope that Spring has really 

arrived.  As mentioned in our last article 
we planned on doing some parts 
hunting (for the latest acquisition to my 
growing fleet) and to continue to work 
toward getting even with each other 
(this never stops).  

The first mistake I made after getting 
the 64 Cutlass Convertible was to add a 
search in E-Bay so I could get some 
parts and information for it.  This 
managed to lighten my Paypal account 
enough that it needed a few 
transfusions to stay alive.  I'm happy to 
say that it has survived, but a 
permanent IV plug was installed just in 
case a "must have" item came along.  

When it comes to getting parts it's 
always helpful to have the car close 
enough to check to see if you really 
need it or not.  As you know I have the 
car stored at a friends' garage about 15 
or so miles from where I live. To help 
even more Willis keeps sending me E-
mails of items he finds on E-Bay of 
things he thinks I should have for the 
car.  I made so many trips out to the car 
to check it out that Dick and Marianne 
have started to add a third plate at the 
dinner table.  It was time that I found a 
way to reduce the running back and 
forth, so I waited for a while before the 
dim light that resides in my aging gray 
matter grew a little brighter.  Before the 
next trip out to the car I had cranked 
the current up and decided to take my 
digital camera with me. After Willis and 
I filled the cylinders with PB Blaster I 
took about 106 photos.  A few days 
later I took the photos over to my body 
repair man (Bob Reeve of Carshine 
Auto) to show him an upcoming 
project for him to work on after I start 
drawing my SS next year.  Guess what - 
I forgot to lift the trunk liner on one part 

cylinder head.  What do you thing the 
odds are of finding a replacement head 
nearby?  If you remember I got a NOS 
cylinder head from Harry (PA) Mills 
when we got the car.  We now move to 
the night I was reviewing registrations 
from last years Homecoming in 
preparation for this years mailing.  I ran 
across a 1940 that was located here in 
Lansing that was at the show (doing 
balloting I don't get to see any of the 
show so I didn't know it was there). The 
street looked familiar so I gave Ed a call 
to see if I could pay him a visit and look 
at his car.  Turns out he lives about five 
houses away from Joe Pohl.  While 
conversing with him I found out that he 
had a 1948 motor in his car and when I 
told him I was looking for a 230 cylinder 
head for my forty he indicated that he 
thought there might be one at his dad's 
place.  Sure enough he called me back 
about 45 minutes later to let me know 
that it was there.  We agreed on a price 
and we met that weekend to make the 
exchange.  While looking over his forty I 
noticed that he didn't have a heater.  
He indicated that it was hard to find 
one.  I told him I picked up one at the 
Nationals in MN, but didn't have time to 
check it out yet, and that I had one in 
my 60 series 4 dr (Ed's car is also a sixty 
series 4 dr).  Since then I bought a NOS 
underseat heater from E-Bay.  As with 
old hard to find parts it cost about 
$19.50 as a deluxe option in 1940 and 
cost me a transfusion to my Paypal 
account.  I'm sure you have all been 
there when you just had to have that 
missing part (in this case it's for my 70 
series 2 dr. that doesn't have a heater or 
an engine).  Anyway as Willis tells me, 
as we travel the roads and get caught 
up on our latest dealings, you need to 
create a network of people to act as 
eyes and locators of things you need.  
Most all of the people you meet are 
good people, but just as in life not all 
can be trusted just because they are car 
people (bummer).  While I think that's it 
for now.  Up next we'll tell you about 
some of our other trips to get parts and 
the latest trip we recently made up to 
Melrose.  Also Willis was out to R&R 
with some fellows when I was tied up 
that he will tell you about and has been 
doing a lot of 'Top Secret" work that I 
can't and he won't talk about.  

Till Then, Happy Oldsing 
Troy & Willis 

of the trunk where 
there were some holes 
showing through. I told 
Marianne, after the last 
trip, that I wouldn't 
return till Spring and 
she seemed happy 
about that but I figure 

that she had probably forgotten that 
Spring was only a few days away.  

Most of the parts that I found on E-bay 
were the obvious ones that needed to 
be replaced.  This included a grille, tail 
light assemblies (maybe), mirrors, trim 
pieces, steering wheels, brake light 
indicator (this was a Willis item), and 
various bearing items that Willis told 
me were must have items.  I also got a 
few sets of the service manuals (the 5 
piece set), an accessories manual, an 
owner manual, a dealer sales manual, 
and two and a half plastic model 64 
cutlass convertible kits.  I also found 
some parts off from E-Bay while 
looking at the Wheeler dealer (I usually 
do this on a weekly basis).  There was a 
64 Cutlass for sale that listed some 
extra parts available.  So I asked Willis if 
he wanted to go take a look at the 
stuff. This trip was in the state and only 
about an hour away.  We set up a time 
to meet Larry at his house to see what 
he had.  After breakfast we arrive just a 
few minutes early and found Larry 
wiping the car down. After brief 
introductions I let Willis do his car talk 
stuff with Larry as I scoped out various 
items I saw laying here and there.  This 
worked to my advantage as I got a set 
of wire wheels, a hood - grille and 
trunk (spare parts), and Willis got some 
parts that he was happy with.  On our 
second trip to Larry's to get the bigger 
parts I picked up an engine and some 
doors (more spare parts).  I decided at 
this point that I needed to put the 
brakes on the parts inventory for the 
64 and see what other trouble I could 
get into.  

If looking for parts for a 41 year old car 
isn't bad enough you need to try one 
that is 65 years old.  This brings me to 
the other trouble of getting parts for 
the 40.  As with all older cars you never 
know where you are going to find 
parts and in some cases even cars.  If 
you remember the blue forty Willis and 
I brought back from eastern PA that 
had the forty engine with the missing 
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F o r  S a l e :  1 9 7 8  T O R O N A D O  
BROUGHAM. This all original, loaded, 
medium blue metallic, lighter blue pad-
ded vinyl top & blue velour interior 
beauty has Only 6,200 miles. Literature 
& shop manuals included. All for the 
low price of $8,500.00. Tom Hummer, 
Dimondale, MI, 517-646-6633, 
thehummersnest@msn.com 

For Sale: 1966-67 Toronado air cleaner 
$110. 1970 Cutlass Supreme Right Grille 
$110.  1929 front door handle with lock 
hole (no lock) $110.  See pictures 
www.handofshand.com. under Early 
Toronado Parts. Ed Shand, 1388 Milton 
Road, Perry, MI 48872,  517-655-4739 
 

Sell it Here 

Classi f ied ads must be received by 
the editor on or before the f i rst  
Tuesday of publication  month’s 
(February, Apri l ,  June, August,  
October,  December)  Cost  of  ad is  
“0” for members and $6.00 for non -
members. Photos welcome. Ads wil l  
be run once unless you call  the 
Editor  and request  that  i t  be run 
again!  

Classified Ads  

Sample of embroidered logo 
on back of Chapter jackets 

previously ordered.  

Lightweight Lined ($75)  _________ 

Heavyweight Lined ($85)  _________ 

Add $5 for 2X, 3X, 4X  _________ 

  Add shipping     _________ 
($8 per order) 

Total                 _________ 
Please make checks payable to: R.E. Olds Chapter 

R.E. Olds Jacket Order Form 

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________ 

Print Name below exactly how you want 
it to appear on the jacket front.  

____________________________________________ 
 Check here if you do NOT want your name 

embroidered on the jacket front. 
Size: 

check one: ____S  ____M ____ L ____ XL ____ 2X ____ 3X ____ 4X 
 

Jacket Specs  

• 100%  NYLON TASLAN 

• ZIPPER FRONT 

• SET-IN SLEEVES 

• FLEECE-LINED COLLAR  

• MADE IN USA 

Please send order form along 
with check or money order to: 

R.E. Olds Chapter 
Attn: Judy Badgley 
304 S. Clippert St. 
Lansing, MI 48912-4606 

I will pick up from 
Judy. 
 

Or  
Please mail jacket 
to me. 

Reservation Form - Trip to Berlin Raceway 

Cost is $14 for ages 13 and 
up; $7 for ages 3 - 12 . 

Name(s) of those attending: 

Your Phone Number 

Reservation must be received by Don no later than July 2nd 

Number of 
children 
attending X $7 = 

Total 

(See page 11 for trip details and where to send form) 

Number 
of adults 
attending X $14 = 

Total 

Grand Total  
Your e-mail address 
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T he time is drawing near. Regis-
trations are coming in quite 

well. We anticipate this show to be 
the biggest ever because of the OCA 
Nationals being held in Seattle area. 
We feel many people not able to go 
that far will choose to come to Home-
coming. What does this mean to 
you? We need everybody in the 
Chapter to volunteer to work a cou-
ple of hours. A schedule has been 
organized and many jobs are avail-
able. We need help with setting up 
on Friday night, June 17th from 5:30 
to 7pm. Saturday the day begins at 
6am and ends about 4pm. There are 
strenuous jobs and jobs that don't 
require physical stamina. We try to 
set the schedule so you only need to 
work a couple of hours and will still 
have time to check out the activities 
for the show. To volunteer your time, 
call Judy Badgley, weekdays at 517-
337-0444. The "primo" jobs go early, 
so call right now. If you call before 
midnight tonight we will enter you 
into a drawing for free steak knives . . 
. Seriously, Judy will be gone 
May22nd - June 5th and she would 
like to get the majority of the schedul-
ing done early.  

NEXT  
PLEASE  REGISTER  EARLY  

It makes everything easier for show 
day if registrations are received early. 
Besides, early registrations are en-
tered into a drawing for cash prizes 
and Fusick Automotive gift certifi-
cates. Let's get those registrations 
going. This is a rain or shine show, 
we don't cancel for weather.  

You have probably seen the insert for 
the R.E. Olds Museum pre-
Homecoming Extravaganza. They are 
planning a day of events on Friday, 
June 17th, prior to our show. This will 
be a way to entertain early arrivals to 
the show. It will also benefit the mu-
seum. They are dedicating the in-
come from the auction and other 
games to the new building fund. You 
won't want to miss this event.  

Alan Goshka has received word that 
the Alero Club will be attending as a 
group again this year. If you missed 

last year's show you missed this im-
pressive group. These people have 
taken the initiative to have some fun 
with the newer factory cars. They are 
a "fun" group. We have also received 
word that the Rallye 350 collectors 
would like to have their first national 
"rallye" at Homecoming 2006. Several 
members of their group are planning 
to attend this year to check out the 
possibilities. Wow, can we get any 
bigger?!!! We just keep growing.  

Johnsons are planning different kids 
games this year and these should be 
fun. We would like to have a clown 
hand out flyers from 10:30am to 1pm 
on show day to get the word out a 
little better to get more people to 
participate. Are you a clown? Do you 
know a clown? If so let Judy know.  

ALSO NEEDED  
"Door prizes for our guests to receive. 
To help contact Chuck  at 
ckm@tir.com or 517-882-9757.  

"We need an additional food vendor 
this year. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. 
We provide local charities with cus-
tomers so they can make money. This 
is a way we can help them and they 
help us with our guests. If you know 
of an organization that would be 
interested, call Scott Whittaker at 
517-622-3400.  

"We are looking for auction items. 
This is a fun part of our show as well 
as a fundraiser. When you are doing 
your spring cleaning, keep this in 
mind. Contact Steve Zaban at 517-
655-2421 with your items.  

Any members interested in becoming 
part of the committee are welcome. 
Please contact one of us. 

COMMITTEE 
Chairman - Scott Whittaker 517-622-3400 
Registration - Cathy Keesaer 517-655-3158 
Show Field - Alan Goshka 517-622-2070 
Swap Meet - Joe & Shirley Place 
 517-543-6445 
Site - Ashley Jones 517-645-7366 
Awards - Don & Eva Cooper 517-627-6697 
Balloting - Troy Collins 517-646-0879 
T-shirt design - Ken Nicholas 517-663-2397 
Door Prizes - Chuck Mitchell 517-882-9757 
Rentals - Nick Colovos 517-487-8751 
Volunteers - Judy Badgley 517-337-0444 
Advertising - Steve Zaban 517-655-2421 
 Ashley Jones  

Homecoming 
June 18 ,  2005  

Web Site News 

If  you haven’t visited our 
Chapter web site lately 
(www.reolds.org), you may 

be surprised at all of the new 
content. Updates to our site are 
performed several times per month. 
Some of the new content includes a 
Chapter Merchandise page where 
you can order Chapter jackets, 
name badges and past issues of our 
newsletter. Another new feature on 
our web is the Member’s Only Page.  
We will post items on this page that 
only R.E. Olds Chapter members 
can access via a user name and 
password. 

If you have given the Chapter your 
e-mail address, you were sent an e-
mail on March 29th which gave you 
the user ID and password to access 
the Member’s Only Page. To use 
this page, simply click on the 
Members Only Page link at the top 
of our home page. When 
prompted, enter the user name and 
password and the members page 
will open.  

If you have not sent us your e-mail 
address and would like to access 
this exclusive members page, send 
an e-mail to webmaster@reolds.org 
and you will promptly be sent the 
user ID and password. 

Our Member’s Cars page has now 
grown to include 25 beautiful 
Oldsmobiles. We expect this page 
to grow even more. With Spring’s 
arrival, members will now be able 
to  get their cars out of storage and 
photograph them. If you haven’t  
sent in a photo and description of 
your car yet, please do so. Send a 
clear, sharp photo of your car(s) 
along with a description to 
webmaster@reolds.org. Visit the 
Member’s Cars page for ideas on 
what to include. 
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The 1954 Oldsmobile F-88 graced the cover of Collectible Automobile magazine in October 2003. 
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URGENT MICHIGAN 
LEGISLATIVE ALERT  

March 2005 / Hagerty Protection 
Network and SEMA 

T he Specialty Equipment and 
Market Association (SEMA) 

sent the Hagerty Protection 
Network the following urgent 
MICHIGAN legislative update to 
share with our customers and 
agents. If you have any questions 
regarding this alert, please call or 
email Sydney McManus, Hagerty 
Protection Network Legislative 
Director, at 800-922-4050, x8787 / 
smcmanus@hagerty.com, or Steve 
McDonald, SEMA Senior Vice 
President of Governmental Affairs 
at stevem@sema.org.   

Bill to Expand Use of Historic 
Vehicles Reintroduced in Michigan 

Legislation that would amend the 
state’s current law defining historic 
vehicles has been reintroduced in 
the Michigan Legislature.  The bill 
(H.B. 4362) would allow these 
vehicles to take advantage of “other 
occasional use." Under current 
Michigan law, use of historic 
vehicles is strictly limited to club 
activities, exhibitions, tours and 
parades.   Many Michigan vehicle 
owners whose cars qualify for the 
historic registration class have 
chosen to register as “daily drivers” 
to avoid the limited use restrictions 
and are, by consequence, paying 
the higher fees required of cars that 
are registered under this class.   

We Urge You to Contact Your State 
Representatives in Support of 

H.B. 4362 

• H.B. 4362 will provide Michigan 
citizens the opportunity to enjoy 
the occasional pleasure drive in 
their historic vehicles and more 
importantly, acknowledge the 
immeasurable time, money and 
thought automotive hobbyists, 
especially historic vehicle owners, 
invest in their cars.  

• H.B. 4362 encourages owners of 
qualifying vehicles 25-years old and 

What’s In a Name?  
By Nick Colovos 

T o members of our car 
club, it’s an easy question 

to answer.  In a city where the 
namesake of our club, the cars we 
value, and the history they 
represent to us, this is an important 
question, about a name that is all 
but gone from public view.  What 
was once a most significant part of 
life in Lansing, Michigan, as well as 
a respected symbol of American 
automotive achievement, is now 
relegated to invisibility by corporate 
fiat. 

Is that it?  Do those of us who truly 
value the legacy of Ransom E. Olds, 
and the Oldsmobile products we 
are dedicated to preserving, really 
have no place where the past still 
lives?   No.  As certain as Lansing is 
the birthplace of Oldsmobile, it also 
has the last place Olds enthusiasts 
can call home – R. E. Olds 
Transportation Museum.  In 
Lansing, REOTM is Oldsmobile. 

In 1997 the R. E. Olds Chapter 
dedicated itself to the support and 
preservation of the museum.  The 
membership committed to provide 
monetary contributions as well as 
time and energy to REOTM as the 
focal point for the maintenance of 
Oldsmobile history.  We agreed to 
be involved in the development of 
its programs in the years ahead. 

 Now is a good time to deliver on 
these commitments, when the 
REOTM is involved in planning for 
the growth of its collection and 
relocation to a new and larger 
facility.  In the years ahead, if 
successful, the museum’s plans will 
result in a worthy home for the 
Oldsmobile name.  And as members 
of OCA, a group dedicated to the 
preservation of Oldsmobiles, we 
would do well to be a part of that 
future.  Individually, and as a club, 
we should step up and be prepared 
to volunteer, work, and help 
REOTM represent the name of 
Oldsmobile with the respect it 
deserves. 

older to register as “historic” 
thereby reducing fees assessed by 
the Michigan Catastrophic Claim 
Association (MCCA).  Historic 
vehicle owners now pay only 20% 
of the amount required of “daily 
drivers,” which amounts to a 
substantial savings in yearly costs. 

• H.B. 4362 encourages owners of 
qualifying vehicles 25-years old and 
older to register as “historic” 
thereby reducing registration fees.  
Historic vehicle owners are only 
required to pay a $30 registration 
fee every 10 years.   

• H.B. 4362 acknowledges that 
many historic vehicles are insured 
under policies that already limit 
their use, require regular use 
vehicles for each household 
member with a drivers license, and 
are required to be stored in a locked 
and enclosed garage.   

Contact your State Legislators in 
Lansing immediately by phone, fax 
or e-mail to request their support of 
H.B. 4362.  This bill protects the 
rights of vehicle enthusiasts and 
collectors in Michigan.  If you need 
assistance in determining who your 
legislators are and their contact 
information, please contact the 
Michigan Legislature’s General 
Information Line at 517/373-0135.  
This information can also be 
obtained by This information may 
also be found on the Hagerty 
Protection Network website, 
“Advocacy Avenue” section at 
http://www.hagerty.com/news_ad
vocacy.asp?z=contact 

or by emailing or calling Sydney 
McManus, Hagerty Protection 
Network Legislative Director, at 
smcmanus@hagerty.com or 800-
922-4050, x8787.  

Please e-mail a copy of your letters 
to us at smcmanus@hagerty.com or 
fax:  231-932-6887.   

Thank you for your commitment to 
the long term future of collector 
cars and the hobby. 

  Sincerely, 

McKeel Hagerty 
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Did you know - In 1920, rumors ran rampant that GM 
was about to drop the Oldsmobile nameplate due to low 
sales sparked by a post World War I recession! 

RE OLDS CHAPTER MEETING CHAPTER 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 1, 2005 
President, Troy Collins called meeting to 
order. Welcomed members and 
announced because of the weather, Bill 
Porterfield’s presentation would be 
moved to April 5th, meeting. 

OFFICER REPORTS 

1. Secretary report – Jill Gilbert  

Feb. minutes read. Motion to accept: 1st 
Ken Nicholas, 2nd Chuck Mitchell; 
approved. 

2. Treasurer report – Nick Colovos  

No report 

3. Bills Presented 

Newsletter 

4. President report – Troy Collins  

No report 

5. Vice- president – Ken Nicholas 

No report 

6. OCA rep. – Chuck Mitchell  

No report 

Ken Nicholas and Judy Badgley 
reported OCA and Hurst Club had 
compiled list of members for GM to use 

when inviting people to the closing 
ceremony of Oldsmobile. Motion made 
by Ken Nicholas to mail these 
individuals a copy of our newsletter 
with invitation to attend a Chapter 
Meeting. 1st by Judy Badgley, 2nd Doug 
Badgley; Not approved. Topic tabled 
until April meeting 

7. Member-at-Large – Don Cooper 
(absent) report by Judy Badgley 

Berlin Raceway event being planned for 
the end of July. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

1. Homecoming 2005 – Scott Whittaker 
(absent)  

2. Newsletter Editor – Report by Wayne 
Mason  

> Switched printers for better quality. 
Motion to accept: 1st Chuck Mitchell, 2nd 
Jim Harsant; approved 

3. WEB - Wayne Mason  

> Motion made to sell old Newsletters 
on the WEB site. 1st Chuck Mitchell, 2nd 
Jim Harsant; approved. 

>Chapter merchandise page will be 
added to the WEB. 

4. Name tags - Ron Severance 

38 nametags have been ordered. Order 
forms available in Newsletter. Name 
tags will be ordered every time 6 orders 
are received. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Tree Legacy - Ken Nicholas  

Tabled until April meeting 

2. Walk of fame - Willis Dennis 

Tabled until April meeting 

3. Helen Earley Memorial Donation- 
Ken Nicholas 

Tabled until April meeting 

4. Chapter Jackets- Judy Badgley 

Only received one order 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. MCR joint event- Jerry Garfield 

April 30 at 11 am meet at GM Heritage 
Center. Tour will be from 11-1pm. $10 
for each adult due by April 10th, mail to 
Troy Collins. 

2. Advertising in Newsletter- Wayne 
Mason 

Motion made to approve price and 
disclaimer. 1st Jim Harsant, Judy 
Badgley; approved 

3. Board responsibilities- Troy Collins 

Troy feels board responsibilities should 
be better explained. Suggested board 
get together and discuss, and then 
report ideas at membership meeting. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: April 5, 2005, at 
R.E. Olds Museum, 7 pm 

Motion made to adjourned: 1st Chuck 
Mitchell ; 2nd Ron Severance: approved 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jill Gilbert 
Secretary R.E. Olds Chapter 
 

Secretaries 
Report 
 

Berlin Raceway Outing 

Saturday, July 30th, 2005 will mark the 
return of the R.E. Olds Chapter to the 
Berlin Raceway for an evening race 
program and fire works after. Members 
will parade around the race track prior to 
the nights race events. Cost is $14 per adults and 
children 3-12 are $7. Johnny Benson, owner and 
NASCAR driver, will be at the track along with the 
Vintage Racing Organization. The race will start at 7 
P.M. We will leave from the Speedway Gas station at 
the corner of Grand River Highway and M-100  (I-96, 
exit 86) at 4:30 P.M. SHARP . Deadline to make 
reservations is July 2nd. Send reservation form and 
check payable to:  

 Don Cooper 
 13500 State Rd. 
 Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9626. 

 See page 7 for trip reservation form. 
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Mailed on or before 
April 8, 2005 

DATED MATERIAL 

Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support! May - June 2005 Rocket Review 

http://www.reolds.org 

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER  
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 80101 
LANSING, MI 48908-0101 

New! 


