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It

was
during
the mid 1980's
that a colleague at work
(Oldsmobile) told me of a
1970 Cutlass Pace Car in
the Indianapolis Indiana
area. At the time I had a
1929 Oldsmobile that
needed a paint job. When
we moved from the Memphis area to Lansing I made
the mistake of shipping the
1929 in a moving van and
the paint was destroyed.
Anyway the 1929 was repainted the original color in
1997 for the Oldsmobile
100th anniversary.
Now back to the Cutlass.
My wife and I discussed the
purchase of the Cutlass and

A 1970 Indy 500 Cutlass
Pace Car Convertible comes
back to life!

we decided to take a look
at it. On a Saturday we
drove five hours to the location of the car to see if
we wanted to purchase it.
Actually, in my mind it was
to drive it home; however, I
couldn't look too anxious
or perhaps it wouldn't
come home with me.
I
checked the VIN, Engine
and Transmission numbers
and looked on the body
identification plate for the
Y74 option code. Everything was in order. Here it
was a nice looking "Black"
Cutlass Supreme with a

· Chapter Polo shirt
order form pg. 8
· Studebaker Trip
Registration form pg 10
· RE Olds Museum 442
raffle tickets pg 11

Ed’s Pace Car as it looked when purchased.

black top and black interior.
I already knew that the
paint and the top were not
original to the car as all of
the Pace Cars were white
with a white top. That didn't make any difference to
my wife because the car
was in nice condition and
she assumed that she would
be driving a convertible
around town. We purchased it from the owner
and drove it home to Williamston where we lived at
the time. There was a close
call with a deer on I-69 as
we approached Lansing.
The car ran perfectly all the
way home and we missed
the deer.
Over the past 20 years we
enjoyed driving it around
during the summer months
until the speedometer
turned to all zeros. It was
then that I wanted to restore the car to the original
condition. So, we parked it
in the barn with that anticipation and didn't drive it for
almost five years. As many
of you know best intentions
sometimes don't happen. I
didn't even get to touch it
during this time and didn't
get any restoration comContinued page 4 | see Restoration
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2006 R.E. Olds Chapter
Board of Director s
President
Ken Nicholas
(517) 663-2397
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net
Vice-President
Harry Emmons
517-485-5998
no e-mail
Secretary
Ed Shand
517-655-4739
jes@handofshand.com
Treasurer
Dave Violetta
517- 669-9246
dvioletta@juno.com
Membership Coordinator
Joe Pohl
517-323-2342
lhopj@juno.com
OCA Representative
Chuck Mitchell
(517) 882-9757
info@reolds.org
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Wayne Mason
(517) 669-8051
webmaster@reolds.org
Board members are elected for a
one year period of time at the
Annual Banquet Meeting. Officers
assume their office beginning February 1st of the year they are
elected.
General Club meetings are held
on the 1st Tuesday of the month
at various locations, but usually at
the R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing.
Contact Ken Nicholas at the number shown above for more information.
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car
Show committee meetings are
held periodically through out the
year. Contact Don Cooper at:
HOMECOMING14YRS@aol.com for

The President’s
Corner

Fellow Oldsmobilers,

W

ith all this cold weather and
snow and ice, I've been
dreaming of summer and getting my 442
back out. One trip the car won't be
making this year is the Nationals in
Texas. Marsha and I will be flying as our
vacation days are limited, so we are
going to a car show without a car. We
went to the last Texas Nationals without a car and didn't find it too horrible.
Many of our best friendships have been
forged at these events. We traveled
with Don and Eva to New York to the
Nationals and had the best time. One
of the most memorable things was see-
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ing and going up to the top of the
World Trade Center. We met Marc
and Diane Miller from Xenia Ohio at
the Grand Island Nationals. That was
the first year that fire extinguishers
were required. When the judges finished with our car, we passed ours over
to them since they had forgotten theirs.
We see them every year now for our
yearly trip to St Ignace. Hope you can
make it to the Nationals in Texas this
year. Our oldest daughter, Bethany,
lives in Killeen Texas near Fort Hood as
her husband Ruben is in the Army
there. Marsha and I have spent some
time in the area and have really enjoyed
ourselves. Please consider going the
Dallas Nationals this year. It will be a
trip that you won't forget! Maybe there
will be some caravans from this area
that you can travel with. If not, contact
me for directions. Marsha and I have
driven the roads to Texas many times
and can help you with places to stay and
sights to see along the way!
CCCC Ya, Ken

Notes from the Editor

As

we
move
from Michigan’s midwinter icy grip into
the Spring Thaw of
April, we have a Chapter outing to
look forward to; our visit to the
Studebaker National Museum in South
Bend, Indiana on April 28th & 29 th .
What better way to get into a proper
mind-frame for the 2006 car show
season than to visit a (new) old car
museum! This, I understand, is a first
for our Chapter - an overnight outing.
It promises to be a fun-filled and interesting weekend. At this writing, the
events planned are as follows:
Friday
·
·
·

1 pm - Tour South Bend Chocolate Factory
3 pm - Guided walking tour of the
Notre Dame Campus
6 pm - Pizza party in lounge of
Waterford Estates Lodge

Saturday
· 10 am - Tour Studebaker Museum & Center for History
· 12 noon - Box lunch at Museum
· 1 pm - Tour Copshaholm house
(Oliver mansion) 1-1/2 hours
(alternate activity- tour South
Bend Chocolate Factory)
· 2:30 pm - continue tour of History
Museum or Studebaker Museum
· Evening meal on your own
In order to get an accurate count of
those who plan to participate in the
Notre Dame campus tour and the
South Bend Chocolate Factory tour,
please indicate on the registration
form the activities you plan to attend.
In addition, if you will be joining us at
the Friday night pizza party and the
box lunch on Saturday, please send
your money for these activities along
with your registration form.
For more details and information
on our trip, please see the article
on page 6.
Until next issue,
Wayne
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R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application
New __________

Renewal ___________
Application Date ____/_____/_____

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________
Name ___________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________
City ______________________________ State _______ Zip Code ______________
Home Phone (______) _____ - __________ Work Phone (______) _____ __________
E-Mail address ____________________________________
Spouse Name ____________________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day
Must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the chapter.
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Upcoming Events
Club Meetings for 2006 are usually
scheduled for the first Tuesday of the
month at the R.E.O. Transportation
Museum at 7 PM . Scheduled meeting
dates for this year are: March 7th ,
April 4th , May 2nd, June 6th , July
11th , August 8th , September 5th ,
October 3rd,
November 7th ,
December 5th .
April 28, 29, 2006 - Chapter outing
to the National Studebaker Museum
in South Bend, Indiana. Currently
planned as a weekend outing. (see
page 6 for details!)

Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.
Send application and make check payable to:
R.E. OLDS CHAPTER
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA
P.O. BOX 80101
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101
R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based
in the Mid-Michigan area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has
served Olds enthusiasts in the area since then. A bi-monthly publication,

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America
Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org for an
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits.

Happy Birthday!
March Birthdays -

Doris Harsant - 4 th,
Tom Remington - 5 th,
Ed Shand - 7 th, Troy
Collins - 8 th, Sharon
Brehm
10t h,
Margaret Hilliard 20 th ,
Arleen
Zimmerman - 27 th.

April Birthdays - Rita Violetta -

RE Olds Chapter Dues

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for three years, renewable each June for all
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: Joe Pohl, P.O. Box
80101, Lansing, MI 489089-0101. A renewal form is not necessary. Your
address label contains the year in which you need to renew your membership. For example, if the “RN” code after your name is “RN06”, then your
dues are renewable and due in June 2006. No additional renewal reminder
will be sent to you.

Monthly Meeting
Programs Needed

D

2 nd, Ron Severance - 11 th, Doug
Badgley 21st, Ruth Calkins - 26 th.

If we don’t list your birthday, send
yours/spouses birthday information
(month and day only) to
wemas@comcast.net . In the subject
line put R.E. OLDS. Or snail mail
to:
Wayne Mason
2713 W. Clark Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906

o you have a suggestion for a speaker or program for our monthly
meetings? Someone or something that would be interesting to
share with your Oldsmobile friends? Let us know your ideas. Even if you
have a topic of interest but don’t know who to contact about doing a program,
let us know and maybe we can find someone. Contact Judy Badgley at 517337-0444, weekdays or e-mail: dbgarage@netzero.net.

Rocket Review
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Restoration | continued from page 1
pleted. You see, I didn't calculate the
timing correctly and didn't have any
available time to work on the car.

Oldsmobile's in the barn
and I didn't want to get
overspray on them. It was
easier to paint outside than
to move the other cars.

We have four children and they were
beginning to reach the teen years and
in need of a car. Guess who needed
to get their cars going and keep them
going. You got it, me. So the Cutlass
took the back seat to a Camaro, Firebird, TransAm, Corvette, Toronado,
Eldorado and who knows what else I
painted and installed engines and
transmissions to keep the kids on the
road.
A few years ago I discovered that this
car was one of the "track cars" during
the Indy 500 race in 1970. Oldsmobile provided Pace Car Replica's for
the dignitaries to use for a few
months prior to the race. This car
was number 27 and was assigned to
Robert D. Kiley, a member of the GM
Board of Directors. I finally started
the restoration in November 2004.
Since winter was approaching I
thought I would start on the engine. I
could do this in the barn with the use
of the heater I installed earlier in the
fall. Since this Pace Car was a Cutlass
Supreme (not a 442), it had a Rocket

350 engine. I planned on a complete
rebuild including boring the cylinders
and installing new pistons; however, I
was surprised to find the cylinder
bore and pistons were right on specs.
Even the crank was standard size with
no wear at all. That made my job
much easier since I didn't have to take
the block and crank to a machine
shop for machining. There wasn't
even a ridge on the top of the cylinder wall to take off before removing
the pistons. That's the Oldsmobile

quality that we have all seen in the
past. The engine was rebuilt with
new rings, bearings, W31 cam, and
lifters, timing chain and gears, oil
pump and seals and gaskets. Every
part was removed, cleaned, checked,
painted and re-installed. The Carburetor was overhauled and new bearings and brushes put into the alternator and starter. Once the engine was
back together a couple of coats of
Cutlass Gold Engine paint made it
look brand new.
The transmission was next with a
complete overhaul. I had this overhaul performed professionally since I
didn't have the original transmission in
the car for the past 20 years and didn't know what was actually wrong
with it. I installed a different transmission when I had some problems with
the original one; however, I made
sure I kept track of the original one
for the restoration project.
The front clip was off of the car so it
was easier to clean the cowl, frame
and other parts under the hood. I
also had the opportunity to strip the
fenders and doors to the bare metal.
What a surprise to find nice solid
doors and fenders. With a little metal
rework to take a few dents out and a
little filler, they were ready for priming. I needed to do this fairly quickly
so the bare metal didn't rust. We had
a 50° day during the winter months so
I primed them outside with some
snow still on the ground. I didn't
want to do the painting inside because
there are four other restored

I didn't get very much completed over the winter, so I
was anxious for the spring
flowers to appear. It was a
long, long winter and I
thought Spring would never
come. Finally, I found myself out in the barn for many
days trying to get the Cutlass ready for the June 2005 Homecoming in Lansing. I even registered
the car when the pre-registration
form came in the mail. However, as
June came so quickly I needed to take
one of my other cars to the show as
the Cutlass wasn't even completely
painted at that time. I took my time
being sure to remove every bolt and
nut and either cleaned them or replaced them.
Then the task of preparing the underside of the car began. It took a lot of
cleaning prior to painting. Again the
underside was solid and didn't have
any rust-through areas. I didn't have
the equipment to pull the body from
the frame so it took some additional
time to get at the difficult hidden areas. It was now time to paint the car.
Since the weather was nice this spring
I decided to paint it outside, a part at
a time.
I struggled for a while
whether to use acrylic enamel or a
base coat clear coat process. Since I
had painted both processes in the
past, I selected the base coat clear
coat method.
First parts painted were two front
fenders, then the hood and doors.
The final panels, rear quarters and
trunk, were last. After painting the
exterior, I spent the next few weeks
cleaning and detailing the interior. I
washed all the panels and sprayed
them with vinyl dye. I waited to reinstall the interior until after the new
convertible top was installed. Yes,
this was my first experience installing
a convertible top but the process

Continued | next page
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Ed’s Pace Car | continued from previous page

The restoration emerges from the shop, new stripes installed
and ready for a new top.

went well. With the paint cured, the
tedious task of wet sanding and polishing began. It takes a lot of patience
and effort to block sand the panels
and then use the three step polishing
process, but it's really worth the effort. Once the panels were polished,
it was time to assemble the doors,
fenders, hood and trunk lid onto the
car body. This task was not too difficult; however, a great deal of care
was required so I wouldn't chip the
fresh paint.
You may remember that the pace cars
had special decals and striping. I had a
set of stripes ordered and needed to
wait for them to arrive. I attempted
to keep this car as original as possible
so I found a supplier that could get
the set from 3M. If you have restored
a car before, especially a Cutlass, you
know that there are many places to

obtain parts. Some parts
are new old stock while
others are reproductions.
Both types of parts can
be used; however, some
of the more critical parts
used during a restoration
should be new old stock.
An example would be the
grilles.
The new old
stock parts are of a
higher quality than the reproductions.

Over the past few years I purchased
some needed parts from swap meets.
This was
a valuable
source
especially
t h e
Homecoming
Show in
Lansing. I
a l s o
searched
the internet for some specialty parts like
weather-strips and bushings and other
soft trim. Another valuable source is
EBAY. That's where I found a pair of
grilles in the GM boxes. The prices
sure do vary considerably. I had to be
patient and passed a few of them up
until the right price came along.

Mother Nature was good to us this
winter and I had a great deal of time
to work on the car. The top is now
installed and I give myself a "B" for the
installation. There are a couple of
imperfections that I won't get into
but, overall for a first time installation,
it looks okay.
The last task was to finish the inside
of the trunk with spatter paint and
replace the trim inside the trunk with
a new mat. The restoration is now
completed. The final step was to
completely polish the car again and
gave it a good coat of wax. I'm sitting

down right now and completing the
Homecoming registration form listing
the Cutlass as one of two cars I'm
taking to the show. We’ll see you in
June with my Cutlass Pace Car and a
1966 Toronado that I purchased last
spring; hopefully I’ll have it ready for
the Homecoming as well!

R. E. OLDS CHAPTER MEETING
Tuesday, March 7, 2006 – 7pm

O

ur monthly Chapter
meetings are for the
purpose of handing club business.
Additionally, we try to have a
program or speaker that would be
of interest to the members. It has
been a couple of months since we
have had a speaker.
Our March meeting will feature a
program presented by the
Ingham County Sheriffs
Department on the 200+ car
pile-up that occurred in January,

2005 on I-96 east of Lansing. This accident was the result of fog and
involved over 80 semi-trucks. There will be a slide show with photos and
a question and answer period. Mark this meeting on your calendar; you
won't want to miss it.
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RE Olds Chapter to visit Studebaker National Museum
Attend our Chapter’s
1st 2006 Outing in
South Bend, Indiana
April 28th, 29th

Ok

ay folks, here’s your
chance to see one of
the newest car museums in the
United States. The new, 6.5 million

dollar Studebaker National Museum
opened its doors on October 28th,
2005. The R.E.
Olds Chapter is
planning its firstever,
over-night
outing
to
the
South Bend Museum on Friday
and
Saturday,
April 28th and
29th . Reserve this
day now for a funfilled weekend.
In the Museum’s
own
words,
“Studebaker National Museum’s
priceless collection of wagons, vehicles and artifacts spans 150 years of
local industrial history. Its new home
is a state-of-the-art museum reflecting
the design traditions of Studebaker
buildings from the 1920s and 1930s.
The Bullet Nose Gallery sports a
Raymond Loewy -designed 1950
Champion convertible, distinctive for
its front-end “Bullet Nose” treatment
that was new for 1950. Spinning on a
large turntable, the car is seen as it
would have appeared in a 1950s
showroom. Similarly exciting is an
authentic “Car Drop,” reminiscent of
actual Studebaker production.
Hydraulic lifts in the lower level hold
vehicle storage in “double-decker”
fashion, so that all cars, even those
not part of an interpreted exhibit, are
visible to the public. Interactive exhibits like “Build Your Own Car” are
both fun and educational.
OF SPECIAL NOTE is the largest
presidential carriage collection
known to exist, showcasing carriages
belonging to Presidents Lincoln,
McKinley, Harrison and Grant. Within
this collection is the museum’s oldest
vehicle, the Lafayette carriage built in

1824.”
Adjoining the Studebaker Museum is
“The Center for History, a magnificent historic site that showcases Copshaholm, the 38-room Victorian mansion of industrialist Joseph Doty
Oliver and his family. Completed in
1896, the house retains the family’s
original furnishings. Copshaholm,
which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, has three floors
with 14 fireplaces and nine bathrooms. Surrounding Copshaholm
are the Historic
Oliver Gardens,
2.5 acres of landscaped gardens.
The Oliver family
founded
the
Oliver
Chilled
Plow Company, a
major
international
manufacturer of farm implements
and
equipment in the late 19th and 20th
centuries.”
Our host hotel will be the Waterford Estates Lodge, located 4/10
miles north of the Indiana toll road
exit #77 on US 31. We have a block
of 35 rooms reserved for our Chapter at a special room rate of $59.95
per night plus 12% tax. To receive this
special rate, mention that you are
with The Oldsmobile Club. Each
member will be responsible for
making their own motel reservations. To guarantee your room, call
the Waterford toll-free at 1-877-7838496 by March 31, 2006.
We begin our weekend with a 1 pm
Friday tour of the South Bend Chocolate Factory. You may take the free,
15 minute tour or the 45
minute tour for $4.
More
info
at
www.sbchocolate.com.
At 3 pm, we will tour the
Notre Dame University
campus. This guided,
walking tour is about 1 to
1-1/2 hours in length. See
such famous places as the
golden dome of the
Notre Dame Basilica, the
Grotto, “Touchdown
Jesus” and more. We

Capshaholm Mansion

return to our host hotel at 6 pm Friday for a pizza party. You may make
reservations for the pizza party on the
registration form (page 10) The meal
will include pizza and salad. Beverage
will be left to your individual purchase.
At 10 AM sharp, on Saturday morning, we begin our tour of the Studebaker National Museum with a brief
introductory talk by one of the museum docents. After that, feel free to
roam the museum and history center.
At noon we gather in the “class
room”, formerly the Carriage House
of the Copshaholm Mansion, for a
box lunch. The box lunch will include
a sandwich choice of turkey, ham &
cheese, or roast beef along with fresh
fruit, chips, neutral-grain bar and soft
drink. Diabetic lunch accommodations
can be made upon request.
At 1 pm, we will enjoy a guided tour
of the three story, turn of the century, Copshaholm Mansion. For those
unable to climb stairs, a slide program
is offered which shows all of the sights
normally seen on the walking tour.
This outing to South Bend promises
to be a most enjoyable excursion.
Deadline for sign-up is March 31,
2006. Don’t miss out - sign up today!
See page 10 for Registration
form.
For those wishing to see a
preview of our trip and have
Microsoft PowerPoint software or PowerPoint viewing
software (download free
from Microsoft’s web page)
send Wayne Mason an email request (to address
shown on page 2) and I will
send you a preview slide
program of our Studebaker
trip.

Rocket Review
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2006 OLDSMOBILE HOMECOMING - JUNE 17, 2006
By Judy Badgley

0444, weekdays to get them. This
is just one of the ways we get the
word out to Oldsmobile owners.
All Chapter members can help by
passing out flyers.

T

he 2006 Homecoming
Committee is gearedup and working on the plans for
this year's show. We held our first
meeting of the year at the Museum on January 12th. Alan Goschka conducted the meeting. The
priority of the January meeting
was to go over the layout of the
show field. Alan has worked hard
to keep adjusting as we need additional room.
The food vendors will all be placed
near the building, behind the music
bus. The purpose of this is multifaceted. Moving them from their previous location will allow more vendor
spaces. Joe and Shirley Place had to
turn away vendors last year as they
ran out of room to park them. Additionally, the food vendors had to continually go in and out of the swap
meet driveway throughout the day for
their replacement supplies. Now they
will be able to come in a service entrance and keep their extra supplies
closer to their location. The food
stands will be located in the front
where most people congregate anyway.
The dumpster location has been
moved up to the front area near
where the GM Heritage cars are
parked. Harry Emmons is in charge of
the clean-up and is implementing
some new ideas. The trash containers
in the food area will be nearer the
dumpster, eliminating the need to
drag them to other side of the show
field to be emptied as has been the
practice in the past. Harry is also planning to have special boxes for pop
cans rather than having the cans
thrown in the trash. Last year he retrieved enough pop cans out of the
trash to buy retaining bands for the
trash bags which will help to keep the
bags in the trash boxes from falling
down inside them.
The show car field will now accom-

REGISTER EARLY - don't wait
to register on show day. There
are benefits in registering by May
15, 2006.

2006 Homecoming Featured Car
modate 601 cars. The Rallye 350
group is our feature car this year.
They will have their own judging class
and will be displayed in the feature car
area where there will be room for 16
cars. We also were informed the Toronado group is planning a 40th anniversary celebration during Homecoming. They will begin their party at the
R.E. Olds Museum on Friday, June
16 th,
during the Museum's preHomecoming Extravaganza. Alan has
allowed space for 43 Toronado's, with
room for expansion if there are more.
The "Cars For Sale" lot has been removed from the swap meet area. This
year, all cars for sale that are drivable
will enter through show car registration. They will be parked where the
dumpster and visitor parking was located in 2005, with space for 47 cars.
“For Sale” cars that are staying on a
trailer will enter through the swap
meet entrance and will pay for the
number of spaces they occupy.
These changes will improve our show
field capacity. It will also be a challenge for our workers. Nothing is
ever the same and that is what keeps
us all from being bored!
The flyers/registration forms have
arrived and have been assembled,
ready to mail out in early February to
show registrants from the last 2 years.
Extras are available to distribute at
shows, etc., for anyone wanting them.
Contact Judy Badgley at 517-337-

1. Save time. The line for the preregistered cars moves along
quickly.
2. It helps the committee with the
planning of each class layout. It’s much
easier if we know how many cars are
coming!
3. All entries received by May 15,
2006 are entered into a drawing to
win Fusick gift certificates and cash
prizes.
Help us break the preregistration record! The previous
pre-registration record was just
over 200 cars. You can help
break that record. Register now!
NOTE- Jim Walkinshaw was registration #1 this year. Thanks Jim.

COMMITTEE
Doug & Judy Badgley
Don & Eva Cooper
Harry and Lori Emmons
Alan Goshka
Ashley Jones
Cathy Keesaer
Wayne Mason
Chuck Mitchell
Ken & Marsha Nicholas
Terry Pinkney
Joe & Shirley Place
Scott Whittaker
Steve Zaban

517-337-0444
517-627-6697
517-485-5998
517-622-2070
517-645-7366
517-655-3158
517-669-8051
517-882-9757
517-663-2397
517-676-4473
517-543-6445
517-622-4378
517-655-2421
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title of “County Slot Machine Tester. Since
there are no slots in the county in which he
resides, he must on occasion go up to Mt.
Pleasant for product testing. To remain
totally objective, he chose Friday the 13th.
So that it couldn’t be said that he had luck
on his side. That also happened to be the
only day that I was free and so was Ron.

with Willis and Troy

W

With condolences to Troy, Ron and I set
out at 8:30 A.M. in the rain for the afore
mentioned salvage yard. Unknown to nobody, I like to eat. And I had not eaten
breakfast. Ron suggested we stop at
“PAL’S” a 50's diner in Grand Rapids,
have breakfast and talk to Barry the
owner, about the 2006 28th Street Cruise.
Ron owns the music bus and wanted to
park it in the diner parking lot again this
year. So we did. We ate (great cinnamon
French toast), they talked,
we left, still in the rain.

ell Folks it’s time again to
limber up Hunt & Peck and
fill you in on the latest find from Willis and
Troy. Actually Willis and Ron. (Sometimes
third wheel traveler) Anyway Ron called
me on Monday to tell me about this salvage yard up near Holland Michigan that
he had just come back from, that had
some 1958 Oldsmobile doors and a Fiesta
tailgate laying out in the woods. Well that
immediately got my
attention. I have been
looking for a good lift“. . . a Plexiglas oil pan.
We got off I-96 at the
gate glass for my tribute
Spring Lake exit and procar project. I called Troy
FAR OUT. But,--- not for
ceeded to Joe’s Auto Parts
to see what his schedule
on M-104. We went in to
sale.”
was like knowing that he
the office and introduced
has been working feverourselves to Gary behind
ishly on the addition
the counter. While Ron was asking about
between the house and the garage so that
the ‘58 Olds parts, I noticed something
he could set up his computer and continue
over against the wall, and remembered
to monitor the automotive version of the
him telling about an Oldsmobile display
“Antiques Road Show”, ----- EBay. (Why
motor he had seen there. So I walked over
else would you own a computer?)
to get a closer look and sure enough, a
1961 394 cu. in. motor with one side cut
Well there is no rest for the wicked. It may
away so you could see all the moving
be unknown to some, but Troy wears
parts. Not only that, it had a Plexiglas oil
many hats. One of which is the unofficial

w!
Ne

pan. FAR OUT. But,--- not for sale.
Now Joe’s is a good size yard. I know,
because I walked all the way back to the
woods where the 1958 Oldsmobile parts
were, in the rain. Sure enough there laying
on the ground near a ’64 Cutlass front clip,
were a pair of ‘58 doors, a Dynamic 88
front fender and a liftgate with perfect
glass and stainless trim surround.
I decided that the glass was a must have.
The fender and doors were no big deal
since I have spares already. And we can’t
carry the liftgate all the way back in the
rain let alone the doors and fender. Did I
mention the mud caused by the rain? Well
we did move the liftgate out to an isle and
walked all the way back to the office in the
rain. I paid Gary a very reasonable price
for the liftgate and he let us use a truck to
drive back and get the part. We brought it
back and loaded into Ron’s truck, got an
invitation to come back and see a pair of
1963 Starfires that were in a storage lot
across the road, said our goodbyes and
left, in the rain.
When I got back home, Troy called and I
told him about what he had missed and
the ‘64 Cutlass front clip. Guess who
needs ‘64 Cutlass pieces? And guess who
is going back to Joe’s? BUT NOT IN THE
RAIN.
Till next time,
Willis

R.E. Olds Chapter Polo Shirt Order Form
Quality Polo shirt (white or maroon) with
Chapter logo, approx. 3” high, embroidered
on top left chest.

Jerzees brand, 2-button, 50/50 poly cotton with stain
resistant finish offered at Chapter cost in men’s sizes
below. See a photo of this shirt on our Chapter Web site,
www.reolds.org . Click on the “Chapters Merchandise”
link, then “Chapter polo shirts.”
Name:____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________
Circle size(s): S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

Get Ready Now for Summer Car Shows!

I will pick up from
Judy.
Or
Please mail shirt
to me.

White shirt ($18) _________
Maroon shirt ($20) _________
Add $2 for 2X_________
Add $3 for 3X_________
Add shipping _________
($5 per order)

Total

_________

Please send order form along
with check or money order to:
R.E. Olds Chapter
Attn: Judy Badgley
304 S. Clippert St.
Lansing, MI 48912-4606
Please make checks payable
to: R.E. Olds Chapter

Rocket Review

Secretary’s
Report

R.E. Olds Chapter General
Session Meeting
January 3, 2006
7:00 PM
Ken Nicholas brought the meeting to order at
7:04 PM.
There were 19 members present at the
meeting.
Presidents Report: Ken complimented
Wayne for the article in JWO. He urged the
membership to vote the Ballot for the bylaws
for OCA that is in the JWO.
Vice Presidents Report: Harry Emmons
was not present and there was no report.
Secretaries Report: Reviewed the minutes
from the December General Session meeting.
Troy Collins motioned to accept the minutes as
read. Mike Ross seconded it. The motion was
accepted by the membership.
Treasurers Report: Ken Nicholas read the
Treasurers report for Nick Colovos who was
absent.
Chuck Mitchell motioned that the treasures
report be accepted as read. Wayne Mason
seconded the motion. The membership
accepted the motion with some reservation.
Newsletter Report: Wayne Mason needs
articles for the newsletter on restoration of
vehicles or others articles of interest.
OCA Representative Report: No
additional information was available to report.
Homecoming Report: Registration forms
are now available. The mailing of the
registration forms will be complied at the
February General Session Meeting. A
Toronado group will be coming to the
homecoming. They expect 40 Toronado’s.
They are planning an event at the Museum on
the Friday evening before Homecoming. The
next Homecoming meeting is Thursday January
12, 2006 at 7:00 PM at the museum.
Registration report: Joe Pohl was not
present and there was no report.
Old Business: Wayne Mason provided the
membership with an update on the Studebaker
event. The date selected for the Studebaker
trip in South Bend is April 28, 29, 30, 2006.
The membership was provided a selection of
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hotels. There was a discussion for a host hotel.
No decision was reached for a hotel selection.
The details of the event will be provided in the
next newsletter and on the website. Judy
suggested having an alternate plan for those
that would like to only attend on Saturday. The
Motor City Rockets fear that it’s too far for a
club event and will not be supporting it as a
club venture. Some individual members from
the club may attend.
Jerry Garfield will send information on the
Traverse City and Frankenmuth Auto Fest
events sponsored by the Motor City rockets.
Ken has requested a meeting with those
interested to serve on a committee for the
Helen Early Memorial
New Business: Duane Allen is looking for a
1940’s car for a wedding in the spring.
Chuck presented a special gift to Judy Badgley
for her outstanding service to the club.
Judy reviewed some articles in the bylaws for
OCA and encouraged the membership to
review the bylaws and vote accordingly. She
encouraged voting no for sections four and five.
It was suggested that our badges should be
worn at the meetings.
Mike Ross will submit a proposed change of the
bylaws to the board for presentation to the
membership on article 14.1.
Chuck Mitchell made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Judy Badgley seconded the motion.
The motion was carried by the members
present.
Respectfully submitted:
Ed Shand Secretary

R.E. Olds Chapter General
Session Meeting
February 7, 2006
7:00 PM
Ken Nicholas brought the meeting to order at
7: 05 PM.
There were 30 present at the meeting including
a few visitors.
Presidents Report: There was no new
information to report.
Vice Presidents Report: Harry Emmons had
no new information to report.
Secretaries Report: The minutes from the
January 3, 2006 General Session meeting were
read and opened for comments. Harry Emmons
motioned to accept the minutes as read. Willis
Dennis seconded the motion. The membership
approved the motion.
Treasurers Report: The outgoing Treasurer
submitted a report. The balance on hand as of
January 31, 2006 was $16,250.85. A copy of
the report is filed with the Secretaries report.
The incoming Treasurer (Dave Violetta) has set
up the two signature accounting requirement
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for check writing. Wayne Mason and Ken
Nicholas are included as counter check signers
for the Chapter.
Newsletter Report: The March/April
newsletter is ready and will go out once the
Studebaker information is complete. All
required reports have been received.
OCA Representative Report: Chuck
Mitchell had no additional information to
report.
Homecoming Report: The next meeting is
scheduled for February 23, 2006. It begins at
7:00 at the RE Olds Museum. The January
meeting was dedicated for the site logistics and
setup requirements. It's anticipated that
around 640 cars will attend. The Toronado
club is planning to have a Friday event at the
museum. Our club is not involved with the
Toronado activity or any arrangements. The
club will work directly with the museum for the
event.
Membership Coordinator Report: There
was no report.
Old Business: The Studebaker trip is
scheduled for April 28 and 29, 2006. Wayne
met with the director of the museum and the
center for history. The mansion is part of the
tour and the cost is $10.00 for both. Special
parking is available for the collector cars. The
activity begins on Friday, with a tour at 1 pm of
the Notre Dam campus. At 3:30 there is a tour
of the Chocolate Factory. The Waterford
Estates Lodge is the selected host hotel. It's
convenient to the activities and the rooms are
nice and being refurbished. There is an onsite
restaurant and lounge. A pizza party could be
arranged on Friday evening. On Saturday
morning the tour of the Studebaker museum,
box lunch at noon, app. $7.00 cost and a tour
of the Copshaholm home and carriage house at
1pm. Saturday even dinner is on your own.
There is nothing planned for Sunday.
New Business: Ken received two bylaws
change requests. Troy Collins will chair the
committee to review the changes. Ken
requested volunteers to join the committee to
review the proposed changes. The Board will
meet next month to review some outstanding
Chapter business. A committee meeting was
held for the Helen Early Memorial and will be
presented to the membership next month if
approved by the Board. Ashley Jones
volunteered to chair a committee to arrange
chapter events. Jerry Garfield from the Motor
City Rockets provided a brief overview of the
National event in 2008. There is a kickoff
meeting on February 25, 2006 at Hyatt Regency
Dearborn. Some Chapter members that would
like to be involved are welcome to attend.
Ashley Jones prepared some Chapter calendars
and was offering them for sale at the meeting at
$1.00 each. The March Chapter meeting will
have the Ingham County Sheriff presenting last
year's pile-up on I96. Approved Chapter
Expenditures: There were no expenditures
approved by the membership at this meeting.
Respectfully submitted:
Ed Shand Secretary
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R.E. Olds Chapter Reservation Form
Trip to Studebaker Museum

Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City: _______________ State: _______ Zip_________
E-mail address: _______________________________
Print additional name(s) below of people in
your party who will be attending.

1._________________________________
2._________________________________
3._________________________________
4._________________________________

Tour Participation
1. Number in your party
who will tour Notre Dame
campus _______
2. Number in your party
who will tour South Bend
Chocolate Factory :
____ free 15 min. tour
____ $4.00 45 min. tour
(pay at the factory)
For more info go to:
www.sbchocolate.com

Is anybody in your party under age 21? Yes (circle if yes)

Indicate quantity wanted for Pizza Party and Box Lunch
Quantity

Meal

Total

______

Pizza party with salad @ $8.30 ea.

_________

______

Turkey box lunch @ $6.00 ea.

_________

______

Ham & Cheese box lunch @ $6.00 ea. _________

______

Roast Beef box lunch @ $6.00 ea.
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Classified Ads
Classified ads must be received
by the editor on or before the
first
Tuesday
of
publication
month’s (February, April, June,
August, October, December) Cost
of ad is “0” for members and
$ 6 . 0 0 f o r n o n- members. Photos
welcome. Ads will be run once
unless you call the Editor and
request that it be run again!

For Sale - Minolta Dimage F100
Digital Camera. Prepare for the
upcoming car show season and be ready
to capture on-the-spot photos with this
4 Mega-pixel, 3x Optical Zoom, 2.5x

Digital Zoom, Video Capability, 1.5 in.
LCD Panel, 16 MB SD Memory Card
included. Easily slips into your pocket and
uses AA rechargeable batteries. Complete
with USB connecting cord to your
computer and necessary software. Easily
used by beginner’s, many extra features to
satisfy more advanced photographers.
3 Yrs. Old - Excellent condition. So
compact, it fits in your shirt pocket. (This
camera was used to take all of the Olds
Homecoming photos on our Chapter web
site!)
Sold new for $399; will sell for $190. Call
Wayne Mason, 517-669-8051.

_________

Check here if diabetic box lunch is needed.
Indicate for which lunch above.

_________ Grand Total
Box lunch includes sandwich, fresh fruit, chips, nutri-grain bar, soft drink and
condiments.
Please make checks payable to: R.E. Olds Chapter
Please send reservation form along with
check or money order to:
Wayne Mason
2713 W. Clark Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906-9308
Questions? Call Wayne @ 517-669-8051

Remember, you must make your own hotel reservations.
Host hotel is Waterford Estates Lodge - special group rate of
$59.95 plus 12% tax per night. Call toll-free at 1-877-783-8496 by
April 1, 2006 and tell them you are with The Oldsmobile Club.
You must guarantee your reservation with a credit card or an
advanced deposit of one night stay plus tax. Cancellations must
occur 72 hours prior to arrival.

Classes for CCW/Concealed Pistol
License & Renewals scheduled for:
· March 18, 2006 from 8am to
6pm at Lansing Police Firearm
Facility on Airport Rd.
· April 8, 2006 from 8am to 6pm at
Lansing Police Firearm Facility on
Airport Rd.
Cost for first time license class is
$130.00.
Cost for someone taking renewal class
is $42.00.
To register call 517-483-1860 or visit
the website at www.lcc.edu/ece
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1969 Oldsmobile 442 convertible
W27 Alum. Differential Cover

Bucket Seats; Floor Shift

U21 Tach, Gages, and Clock

A31 Power Windows

·
·
·
·
·
·

JL2 Power Front Disc Brakes

84,661 Miles
U58 AM-FM Stereo Radio
G80 3.08 Positrak Olds Axle
A01 Tinted Glass
Original F70x14 Wide Oval Spare
D55 Console
K30 Cruise Control

N40 Power Steering

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Rust Free California Car
To be raffled, drawing 8-12-06 at Car Capital, tickets $50.00 each
Glade green metallic w/gold stripes, gold top and interior
Numbers matching 400 cid engine and 400 automatic transmission

Raffle Ticket Order Form

This California car runs and drives
great. It has been stored inside for
many years. There is no rust or rot.
The interior and top are original with
only minor wear (no big rips or
tears.) The body has been
repainted at some point and the
paint has “crackled”. This car is a
great “20 Footer” and a perfect
cruiser.

·

Maximum of 1,000 tickets to be sold, you do not
have to be present to win

·

Delivery, Taxes and Insurance are responsibility of
the winner

·

Tickets can be purchased at the Museum or by mailsee order form below

·

All proceeds go to the R.E. Olds Transportation
Museum Building Fund

·

For additional photos, go to www.reoldsmuseum.org

Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________

‘69

City _______________ State _____ Zip _________
Phone ( ____) _________________
Credit Card # _____________________ Expires _______
(please circle)

Visa

MasterCard

Credit Card Signature ___________________________
Amount Enclosed ___________________
Mail to:
R.E. Olds Transportation Museum
240 Museum Drive
Michigan raffle permit number R84428
Lansing, MI, 48933

Rocket
R.E. OLDSReview
CHAPTER
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OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AM E R I C A
P.O. BOX 80101
LANSING, MI 48908-0101
http://www.reolds.org

Rocket Review

Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support!
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