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Hot! Hot! Hot! That describes the Oldsmobile Homecoming, 2006 edition. Hot
from a weather stand point as
the temperature registered 92
degrees as I was leaving the
show field at day’s end. Hot
from the standpoint of the
number of great looking
Oldsmobiles that participated
in this year’s event. And did I
mention that it was hot and
humid all day long? Fortunately,
there was a light breeze most
of the day which afforded
some relief from the heat.
The unofficial stats: Number of
Show Oldsmobiles- 501; Number of Oldsmobiles displayed in
the “For Sale” lot – 43; Number of vendors in the swap
meet area – over 100. As
usual, we drew a number of
Oldsmobiles from all over the
United States. Pre-registration
figures show that we had 269
Oldsmobiles registered for the
show area. Do the math and it
shows that we registered a
whopping 232 cars on show
day! A big thank you goes to
Cathy Keesaer and her multitude of workers throughout
the day who helped to direct
incoming cars and register
them. Also, many thanks go to
the Motor City Rocket Chapter’s members who came and
worked all day, shoulder to
shoulder with our Chapter
members.

Jack Tokie’s 1952 Super 88 “Best of Show”
Of the 269 pre-registered cars,
besides the 184 Michigan cars
registered, we had registrations from the states of Ohio,
Illinois, Indiana, Florida, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Colorado,
New York, Texas, Iowa, Virginia North Carolina and New
Hampshire in addition to several Canadians. By the end of
registration, all 40 show classes
had entries.
As sometimes happens, entrants will have car trouble
while at our event. One entrant, Cliff Freeman, of Byron,
Illinois, experienced a broken
water pump on his 1970 Rallye
350. Along came Brian Rowley
and gave Cliff a ride into town
to get the parts he needed to
make the repair. Times like

these are when you realize
that you belong to a special
hobby full of friends who are
ready to lend a helping hand.
Thanks, Brian, for your helping
hand!
Below are the class winners
and top award winners for this
year’s show.

Best of Show, Jack Tokie,
Traverse City, MI 1952 Super 88 Conv.
Helen Earley Award, Algis
Mickus, Marengo, IL 1968 W34 Toronado
Founder's Award, Al Zvara,
Bay City, MI - 1953 98 Conv.
Continued page 8 | see Awards
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HOMECOMING AUCTION BRINGS IN $875

Board of Director s
President
Ken Nicholas
(517) 663-2397
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net
Vice-President
Harry Emmons
517-485-5998
no e-mail
Secretary
Ed Shand
517-655-4739
jes@handofshand.com
Treasurer
Dave Violetta
517- 669-9246
dvioletta@juno.com
Membership Coordinator
Joe Pohl
517-323-2342
lhopj@juno.com
OCA Representative
Chuck Mitchell
(517) 882-9757
info@reolds.org
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Wayne Mason
(517) 669-8051
webmaster@reolds.org
Board members are elected for a
one year period of time at the
Annual Banquet Meeting. Officers
assume their office beginning February 1st of the year they are
elected.
General Club meetings are held
on the 1st Tuesday of the month
at various locations, but usually at
the R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing.
Contact Ken Nicholas at the number shown above for more information.

Andy Gilbert holds up item to be auctioned as Steve Zaban (with microphone) auctioneers.

Notes from the Editor

I

just knew
that there
were some great
stories out there yet
to be told!
On page 6 and 7 of this issue we begin
what I hope will be a regular feature in
the Rocket Review - stories about your
first car. As long as I keep receiving
your stories, we will print them. I
found these stories to be very entertaining and funny; To think of what we
did in our youth!
These stories take us back to a simpler
time and place in our history when

pranks were played without fear of
law enforcement intervention and
safety was not yet a big deal (or at
least, not a big deal in the youthful
mind of that time period!)
So, read them and enjoy them. If these
stories spark an idea within you about
your first car, put pen to paper or
send an e-mail to me and together, we
will keep this series going. Who
knows, when we’re all done writing
about our first cars, maybe we’ll start
a series on our second car!
Until next issue,
Wayne

Oldsmobile Homecoming Car
Show committee meetings are
held periodically through out the
year. Contact Don Cooper at:
HOMECOMING14YRS@aol.com for
more information.

New Members!
Chad & Saral Hill of Laingsburg and
Wayne & Caroline Jacobs of Grand Ledge.

July - August 2006

Rocket Review

R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application
New __________

Renewal ___________

Application Date ____/_____/_____

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________
Name ___________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________
City _____________________________ State _______ Zip Code ________- ______
Home Phone (_____) _____ - __________Work Phone (______) _____ - __________
E-Mail address ____________________________________
Spouse Name ____________________ Birthday - Month ___________Day _________
List of all Oldsmobiles owned:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

You must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the Chapter.
Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.
Send application and make check payable to:
R.E. OLDS CHAPTER
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA
P.O. BOX 80101
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101
R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in the Mid-Michigan
area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds enthusiasts in the area since then.
A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent to members and offers a variety of member stories,
technical information and a classified ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the
group at various car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities.

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America
Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org for an
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits.

RE Olds Chapter Dues

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for three years, renewable each June for all
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: RE Olds Chapter
OCA, %Joe Pohl, P.O. Box 80101, Lansing, MI 48908-0101. A renewal
form is not necessary. Your address label contains the year in which you
need to renew your membership. For example, if the “RN” code after
your name is “RN06”, then your dues are renewable and due in June 2006.
No additional renewal reminder will be sent to you.

Upcoming Events
Club Meetings for 2006 are usually
scheduled for the first Tuesday of the
month at the R.E.O. Transportation
Museum at 7 PM . Scheduled meeting
dates for this year are:
July 11th ,
August 8 th , September 5 th ,
October 3rd,
November 7th ,
December 5th .
June 28th ~ July1, 2006 - OCA
Nationals - Addison, Texas. Details
in JWO magazine.
July 8th, 2006 - Ledges Classic
Auto Show 9 AM - 4 PM, Fitzgerald

park in Grand Ledge. $5/ car. Info at
517-627-7351 or http://
www.eatoncountyparks.org/2006%
20Car%20Show%20Flyer-colored.pdf.
August 12th , 2006 - Car Capitol
Car Show sponsored by the RE Olds
Museum. Noon to Dusk in 2000 block
of Michigan Ave., downtown Lansing.
Car parking noon to 2 PM. Info at 517372-0529.
August 26th - Grand Rapids 28th
Street Metro Cruise. More info at:
http://www.grnow.com/
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Monthly Meeting
Programs Needed

Do

you have a suggestion
for a speaker or program
for our monthly meetings?
Someone or something that would
be interesting to share with your
Oldsmobile friends? Let us know
your ideas. Even if you have a
topic of interest but don’t know
who to contact
about doing a
program, let us
know and
maybe we can
find someone.
Contact Judy
Badgley at 517337-0444,
weekdays or email:
dbgarage@netzero.net.

Happy Birthday
July Birthdays - Ella Meerman 1st,
Carol Edwards - 10th, Caroline
Jacobs - 11th, Chuck Mitchell- 12th,
Andy Gilbert - 18th, Jan Ross 25th,
Roberta Otten-Mason 28th.
August Birthdays - Sally Lott 1st, Mary Radel - 9th, Dave Sanders 12th, Erving Johnson, Jr. - 28th . Mark
Shank 29th
If we don’t list your birthday, send
yours/spouses birthday information
(month and day only) to
wemas@comcast.net . In the
subject line put R.E. OLDS. Or snail
mail to:
Wayne Mason
2713 W. Clark Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906
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RE Olds Chapter Visits Studebaker Museum

F

rom all indications, our
“mini-vacation” to South
Bend, Indiana and the
Studebaker Museum was a
success! Thirty one people,
including members, friends and
family, participated in the planned
events of the April 28th - 29th
weekend .

The weather was perfect
for a walk; mid-60’s and
sunny. Our tour began at
the Eck Visitor Center, so
named because of the
generous monetary
donations made by Mr.
Eck, founder of Eck Drug
Store chain and 1972 ND
graduate. Our guide, Jack
We started the outing with a tour
Lafferty, led us through
of the South Bend Chocolate
historic parts of campus,
Factory on Friday at 1PM. Excuse
including The Main Building
the pun, but it was a sweet tour!
(the “golden dome Guide, Jack Lafferty (right) explains the historical
Just ask Willis!! Our tour guide
building”), also know as the significance of the mosaic mural, “Touchdown
described the process of how
Administration building, the Jesus” on the Hesburg Library wall in background.
Chocolate is made along with the
beautiful Basilica, the
manufacturing and packaging of the
Grotto, and the Hesburg Library
chocolate products. Along the way,
with its famous “Touch down Jesus”
opportunity for a new column in
we were treated to some product
mosaic on the south wall. The
this newsletter as described on page
samples and a brief movie about
nickname “touchdown Jesus” came
6. Another “magic quiz” provided by
chocolate. The tour ended with a
about because it depicts the figure
Judy Badgley showed us, thru our
trip through the factory’s Chocolate
of Christ the Teacher, with arms
math skills, how to tell our age in
Museum. Before departing, we were
raised in what has become known as
chocolate. How appropriate for this
able to purchase our favorite
the "touch-down" gesture. The
day! After a few more car stories
chocolate product in the gift shop.
official designation for the mural is
shared, everyone retired to their
the Word of Life mural.
room. No one went away hungry,
With its large size (134 feet
though, as there were still a few
high and 68 feet wide) and
pieces of pizza left on the platter
highly visible location which
when the last few folks made their
can be seen from the
exit.
football stadium, it
Saturday morning dawned cloudy
continues to attract
and cool. After breakfast, we
attention, and helps to make
headed off to the main destination
the Library among the most
of our trip – the Studebaker
familiar of the campus
National Museum. Many of us
landmarks. As we departed
arrived 15 – 20 minutes before the
from our tour guide, he
opening time of 10 am. This
suggested we end our
afforded us the opportunity to walk
campus tour with a quick
around the grounds and explore the
tour of the two-story
Chocolate containers and signs on display in the
exterior of the Copshaholm house,
campus book store which
factory’s Chocolate Museum.
which was donated by the Oliver
some of us did.
family and is now part of the Center
Our evening pizza party was ably
for History/Studebaker Museum
Next up - a 3 PM guided walking
catered by our host hotel, The
complex. In all, the house and
tour of the Notre Dame University
Waterford Estates Lodge, in their
museums take up most of a city
Campus. The one and one half hour
dining room. Pizzas were delivered
block. Once inside the museum, we
tour gave us all a chance to walk off
hot and on time. After pizza and
were able to leave our jackets and
the chocolate consumed two hours
salad, members lingered to socialize.
other items in the class room which
before! Since most of our tour
As a kick-off to the socializing, we
was also used as our lunch room.
crowd hailed from the mid-Michigan
took turns telling about the first car
We had a brief introduction to the
area, most of which are MSU
we ever owned. There were many
Spartan fans. That said, Notre
interesting stories told and thus an
Dame’s Campus is very beautiful!
Continued page 5 | see Studebaker
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Studebaker | continued from page 4
museum from Peggy Soderberg, the
Studebaker Museum’s director.
After that, we roamed at will over
the two floors of displayed
automobiles plus the basement
which stored more vehicles in an
“above, below” manner, using hoists
for the “above” storage to increase
overall capacity. Displays on the
main floor started with buck board
wagons made by the Studebaker
brothers in the mid-1800’s and
progressed to the automobiles of
the early 1900’s. The second floor
contained numerous 30’s through
60’s Studebakers including the 1935
yellow Commander Roadster used

later name it, was built in
1895-96. Copshaholm is a
38- room Romanesque
Queen Anne house. The
furnishings on all three
floors are original, giving a
remarkable glimpse of how
the mansion appeared
during the 72 years the
Oliver family lived there.
Oak, cherry and mahogany Harry Emmons studies the 1935 yellow Commander Roadster
woodwork are found used in the filming of the movie, “The Color Purple.”
throughout Copshaholm. Leaded
Copshaholm and its gardens are
glass windows and 14 fireplaces add
listed on the National Register of
to the beauty of the house. J. D.
Historic Places and Copshaholm is
Oliver was president of the Oliver
registered as an American Treasure.
Chilled Plow Works, located in
South Bend, Indiana. The
After the Copshaholm tour many of
company was founded by J.
our group returned to the
D.'s father, James, inventor
Studebaker museum to spend more
of the chilled plow.
time at displays briefly viewed
Copshaholm is built of
during our morning tour. Having
native Indiana fieldstone.
grown up in nearby Elkhart, this
The stones were cut on
writer took a brief walk-through of
site by masons brought
the Center for History displays,
from Europe. Copshaholm
both on the ground floor and in the
was one of the first homes
basement. Some very interesting
in South Bend to have
historical displays of the Northern
electricity, with power
Indiana area were found. Had the
being generated by the
feet been willing, more time would
Oliver Chilled Plow
have been spent in this part of the
Simulated Studebaker “body drop” in museum main lobby . Works.
museum. By days end, everyone’s

in the filming of the movie, “The
Color Purple.” Viewing this beautiful
museum in its new building more
than whetted the appetite of a few
in our group to take action toward
establishing such a museum for
Oldsmobile. Can it happen? Nothing
is impossible; we just need to “Get ‘r
done!”
At noon, we returned to the class
room for our box lunch provided by
the museum’s food vendor, the
Culinary Connection. Soon it was
1pm and time for our guided tour of
the Oliver family mansion. For many
in our group this tour was a
delightful surprise and perhaps the
highlight of the weekend as well.
The Copshaholm, as they would

Surrounding Copshaholm are 2.5
acres of landscaped gardens,
including a garden tea house, formal
Italianate garden, rose garden,
pergola, tennis lawn, and fountain.

historical appetite had been more
than satisfied!

And so concludes our Chapter’s
first outing for 2006.

Left - The
Copshaholm
mansion built
by the Oliver
family, founders
of the Oliver
Chilled Plow
Works in South
Bend, Indiana.
Our after-lunch
tour of the three
story mansion
was most
enjoyable.

July - August 2006

Rocket Review

My First Car was a . . .

it made a good impromptu
dirt race track. I would
accelerate down the field
(as fast as the Ultramatic
transmission would take
me) and then cut the
wheel sharply just before
the end of the field, trying
to roll the car. The car

T

he following are
short stories about
our Chapter member’s
first car. Please submit
YOUR story to the editor for publication in an
upcoming issue of
Rocket Review. We will
make this a regular feature as long as there are
stories to print.
“My first car was a 1974 Cutlass S
coupe, Zodiac blue with a Wedgewood blue interior. I special ordered
it as I was in college at the time and
didn't want a bunch of extras, so I got
an AM radio, no AC...you get the idea.
One feature I did order, at my dad's
suggestion, was radial tires, as bias ply
were the standard tires. Dad followed
my Cutlass as she was being built; that
was a lot of fun. The best part was
taking delivery at Product Delivery
instead of the dealership; that's when
you know you're really part of the
Oldsmobile family. I loved that car;
that 350 engine could really fly! However, I allowed myself to be seduced
by front wheel drive and traded her in
on an ‘80 Omega. I often look back on
that Cutlass fondly; after all, as my dad
says, you only get one first new car in
a lifetime.
One other thing; for Christmas that
year, Dad got me a model of a ‘74
Cutlass S coupe which just happened
to be Zodiac blue. What are the odds
of getting a model of your first car
without having to paint it?”
from Karen Wilcox
*****
“My first car was a hand-me-down
1950 Chevrolet Business Coupe
(home made back seat). I was still
carrying newspapers in my neighborhood for my occupation, which provided ample gas money at .35 cents a
gallon. I have a lot of great memories
of that car, and my friends, that
cruised the gut (Downtown Lansing)
with me. One time I found my car
missing from where I had parked it,
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only to find that my buddies had hot
wired it, and went for a short cruise
and returned it to a different parking
spot. They still laugh about that. Today, I occasionally see my old friends
of the 50's, but my 1950 Chevrolet
Business Coupe is long gone.”
from Dave Sanders
*****
“My first car, thanks to my father, was
a black 1948 Chevrolet Fleetine (slant
back coupe). And thanks to the previous owner the exhaust manifold had
been split and dual glasspack mufflers
installed. The exhaust was so loud
that I rattled windows all over town.
Well, growing up in a small town, it
wasn't long before I managed to catch
the eye/ear of the local constabulary.
That resulted in the local magistrate
telling me in no uncertain terms that
either the glasspacks went away or I
would. The old Chevy was never the
same after that.”
from Fred Pirochta
*****
“My first car was a 1950 Packard 4door, straight 8 monster weighing
around 4,000 pounds. I purchased it
from a high school buddy of mine for
$15 in 1960 or 1961. Unfortunately,
either he could not find the title or
his grandmother would not give it to
him; consequently, I was never able to
license it or drive it on the street. (I
think the car was titled in his grandmother’s name) The only place left to
drive it was our newly-picked, 2 acre
corn field out behind our house;

weighed so much that it would just
lean heavily and then “plow” the dirt
as I turned. Good thing it didn’t roll
over – this was before cars had seatbelts! But who thinks of safety at age
16!! My buddy and I decided to remove the muffler so we could hear
the exhaust roar. We used the quick
and dirty method; we tied a huge steel
cable around the exhaust pipe in front
of the muffler and tied the other end
of the cable around the trunk of a big
ol’ Catalpa tree and then “put the
pedal to the metal!” Well, we raised
the rear end of that lead sled way up
in the air and stopped rather abruptly,
but as I recall, I don’t think the muffler
dislodged from its fastenings until after several tries. Goes to show ya’they don’t build ‘em like they used to!
Anyway, since I could not license the
car, I eventually returned the car
(parts and all) per my Dad’s insistence
and got my money back .”
from Wayne Mason
*****
The first car was a 1937 Nash Ambassador, Four Door, stick shift, it had
a straight 6 in it.. WOW, what a
motor, it had to be to pull this car. I
think the sheet metal on it was a good
1/16 inch thick or better; this was
back when they made solid cars. My
dad sold it and got a 1939 Ford. The
first time I drove it, I backed into a
tree and bent the back bumper. A 10
inch Oak does not move very far no
matter how hard you hit it, unless you
use a bulldozer. MY Dad gave the
Ford to me and bought himself a
Studebaker.
I moved back to Lansing for my senior
year of high school (Sexton, Class of
52). One Friday night I went up to
Muskegon to see family. On the way
Continued page 7 | see My First Car
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My First Car | continued from page 6
back, I stopped in Portland to see
some old friends. When I left, one of
the girls and her boyfriend were coming back to Lansing. We decided to
race down Old Grand River, 11:00 at
night, 65 + MPH. No Big Deal!!!!
What was scary was the next night
when I was going home from a date, I
got 2 blocks from my Mother’s and
the car would not move, no matter
what I did. I called my Boss Russ Coe,
(Coe's All Car Service, Maple Grove).
When he checked the car out the
next day, he found the right rear axle
was broken, Only ¼ of the axel was
fresh break, the other ¾ had been
broken for quite some time, and to
stop and think of the speed I was traveling the night before. Thank You
Lord for keeping darn fools safe.
The paint on this car was a washed
out cream color, so I painted it a light
Blue, using Rustolium. Needless to say
a person could always see me coming.
After getting out of the Navy, I have
had Fords, Plymouth, Chevy's, but the
past thirty years + it has been
OLDSMOBILES.
from Chuck Mitchell
*****
Ah! My first car. Let me remember if
I can. It was so long ago. I remember. It was around May of 1957 or
was it 1958. It really doesn't matter
as it was a long time ago. I was just
graduating from elementary school.
Back then it was eighth grade. My
parents asked what I would like for a
present. I thought for awhile and
since I was interested in cars I asked
for a car to take apart and put back
together. That was quite a request
for an eighth grader. One of my enjoyments at that time was to go
around to the local dealerships and
gas stations and search for treasures
in their scrap pile. You should have
seen the things I got to enjoy. Anyway, my request was granted. However, there was a catch. I got the
permission to get a car if I paid for it.
I had a lawn cutting job that provided
some pretty good money at the time.

So, in a few weeks I had some money
to search the junk yards for my first
car. In a few weeks we came across
one that was perfect. It even ran and
looked pretty good. I still have one
part left of this car. Can any of you
identify what it was from before reading on? Here is a picture of the part.

I purchased the car for $50.00 and my
father drove it home. I thought at the
time that this car ran perfect and was
the best one on the road. It probably
wasn't and needed a great deal of
work and that's why it was in the junk
yard. I got to park it in the back of
the garage where I would tinker with
it at my leisure. The car was black
and had tan leather seats. The convertible top went up and down as it
was suppose to. It had a three speed
manual column shift transmission behind a six cylinder engine. All of the
chrome was there and I remember
that the grill was rusted so I painted it
with silver paint. On the front and the
back of the car was the word
Oldsmobile with bright chrome emblems. Yes, it was an Oldsmobile, a
1941 Oldsmobile convertible. Boy,
do I wish I still had it today. I didn't
have the appreciation back then for
Oldsmobile that I have today. However, I had my enjoyment taking it
apart and putting it back together.
Over the years it just deteriorated
from the weather and I moved out of
the house when I got married. The
car was taken to a scrap yard and
crushed. I have to apologize to all of
the Oldsmobile enthusiasts about
letting one fine car get away.
from Ed Shand
*****
To be continued next issue. Send
in your “My First Car” story to
the editor today!
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WHAT MAKES HOMECOMING A
SUCCESS, YEAR AFTER YEAR?
·

500+ enthusiasts that register
their cars.

·

100 (almost) vendors that fill
165 spaces with their
Oldsmobile parts.

·

18 Committee members that
work all year to make sure
everything is ready.

·

60 members and their spouses
working two hour shifts.
(Some work 2 shifts.)

·

11 members of the Motor
City Rockets working two
hour shifts.

·

14 non-Club members
working two hour shifts.
(They just come because they
are asked to help.)

A big

“thank you”
to all of you. We
can’t be a success
without all of you
helping.
COMMITTEE
Doug & Judy Badgley
Don & Eva Cooper
Harry and Lori Emmons
Alan Goshka
Ashley Jones
Cathy Keesaer
Wayne Mason
Chuck Mitchell
Ken & Marsha Nicholas
Terry Pinkney
Joe & Shirley Place
Scott Whittaker
Steve Zaban

517-337-0444
517-627-6697
517-485-5998
517-622-2070
517-645-7366
517-655-3158
517-669-8051
517-882-9757
517-663-2397
517-676-4473
517-543-6445
517-622-4378
517-655-2421
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Awards | continued from page 1
Class Winners
1 - Harold Gray, Charlotte, MI
1929 2 Dr.
2 - Richard Olsze, Tawas City, MI
1947 Coupe
3 - Jack Tokie, Traverse City, MI
1952 Super 88 Conv.
4 - Jerry & Kathy Stover, Fraser, MI
1956 98
5 - Robert Suter, North Royalton
OH
1960 Super 88 2 Dr. Hdtp.
6 - Buck Jones, Rockford, MI
1962 Starfire Conv.
7 - Eileen Hull, Johnstown, OH
1966 Starfire

14 - Leon Terrell, Canton, OH
1969 Cutlass Conv.

27 - Bill Cain, Lansing, MI
1979 Toronado

15 - Rick Ison, Warren, MI
1969 442

28 - Gary Armitage, Dimondale, MI
2002 Aurora

16 - Robert & Jackie Blank, Jackson, MI
1971 Cutlass Supreme

29 - Ray Schriver, Vermontville, MI
1968 Hurst/Olds

17 - Ruth Schaddelee, Holland, MI
1971 Cutlass convertible

30 - Greg Criswell, Three Rivers, MI
1979 Hurst/Olds

18 - Bell & Mary Sezlag, Shelby Twp, MI
1970 442 W-30

31 - Jason Smith, Grand Ledge, MI
1983 Hurst/Olds

19 - Joe Kilduff, Orleans, MI
1970 442 W-30 convertible

32 - Jan Sheldon, Livonia, MI
1956 Holiday 88 Coupe

20 - Warren Hughes, Chicago, IL
1977 Cutlass Supreme
Brougham

33 - Jim & Janet Kintz, Colona, MI
1972 F-85 442 Hdtp

8 - Jill Gilbert, Lansing, MI
1975 Delta Royale Conv.

21 - Jen Bojrab, Ft. Wayne, IN
1978 Cutlass Supreme
Brougham

9 - Ray DeBar, Grand Ledge, MI
1978 88 Royale

22 - Carolyn Taylor, Canton, OH
1987 Cutlass 442

10 - Scott Whittaker, Grand Ledge, MI
1963 F-85 Conv.

23 - Tim Root, Swartz Creek, MI
1979 Starfire

11 - Gary & Kris Reeves, Davidson, MI
1966 Cutlass Conv.

24 - Angelo D. Valenti, Skokie, IL
1994 Cutlass 442 conv

12 - R. Ramsey, Canton, MI
1967 442

25 - Bill Haun, Lansing, MI
1970 Toronado GT

13 - Ken Brochu, Commerce Twp, MI
1967 Cutlass S 442 Conv.

26 - Todd L. Humphrey, Burlington, WI
1977 Toronado XS

Helen Earley Award, Algis Mickus of Marengo, IL displays his trophy
along side his 1968 W34 Toronado

34 - Ross E. Brown, Bellevue, MI
1957 Super 88
35 - John Richmond, Warren, MI
1972 442 Convertible
36 - Jim Maher, Kaukauna, WI
?? Car no. 292
37 - Jim Klimp, Portage, MI
1970 Cutlass
38 - Dan Robinson, Kitchener, ON Canada
1956 Holiday 88 Coupe
39 - Wayne Gray, Lansing, MI
1982 Ford pick-up w/ Olds 455
40 - Sam Cesario, Bartlett, IL
1970 Rallye 350

Founder's Award winner, Al Zvara of Bay City, MI
along side his 1953 98 Convertible

Rocket Review
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Notable scenes from Homecoming 2006

Above- Registration lines were long most of the morning, but moved
along quickly.
Left - Cathy Keesaer and volunteers facilitate the registration process.

All years and all models could be found on the show grounds.

See more photos on page 10 & 11
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Seen at Homecoming . . .

Parts Galore - over 100 vendors in attendance!

Page 10
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Let’s compare rear ends . . .

The End!
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Info Wanted!

Looking for anyone who has or knows
of someone who might have a picture
of the Lansing Police Dept. marked Olds Toronado Police Car. We
believe it was in the late 60's around 67 or 68. If anyone can help me
out, please contact me at 517-676-5630 or e-mail at: ret369LPD@att.net
Thanks, Mike Ross

Help Wanted!

you always wanted to become
H ave
more active in our Chapter but didn’t

know what to do or where to start? Boy, do we have opportunities for you! If you
think of our Chapter members as being part of a team, then think about this- Teams
share the burden and divide the grief. Teamwork divides the task and doubles the success.
With those thoughts in mind, we are trying to lighten the load of some of our
Chapter officers by spreading their work load. Hence, we are looking for volunteers
to head up each of the following tasks:
A. Chapter golf shirt order coordinator, (vendor located in
B.
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Did you ever wonder . . .
Why when you’re on your creeper
under your car:
·

…… you can never find the (fill
in the blank) if you drop it?

·

……if you find what you do
drop you can’t reach it?

·

……the 9/16 wrench you
grabbed before you got under
won’t fit the ½ inch nut?

·

……the bolt you have in your
hand is (choose one): too long,
too short, too big, too
small, wrong thread, wrong
head, just disappeared?

·

……you forgot your work
light?

·

……your work light just
burned out?

·

……the phone rings?

·

……the creeper wheels always
get caught in that small crack?

·

……the creeper wheels get
hung-up on that washer you
can’t find?

·

……you can’t find the (fill in
the blank) until you crawl out
and stand up and it falls on
the floor?

Dewitt)

Chapter meeting programs coordinator.

C. Be a phone tree caller to remind members of meetings.
Here is your chance to become more involve.
Please contact Judy Badgley at 337-0444 if interested.

R.E. Olds Name Badge Order Form
Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________

Magnetic
attachment is
standard.

City: _______________ State: _______ Zip_________

If you want

Print Name(s) below exactly how you want

pin attachment
check box
below.

it to appear on your name badge.

1.____________________________________________
2.____________________________________________
3.____________________________________________
4.____________________________________________
I will pick up badge at
monthly meeting.
Or
Please mail badges to
me.

No. badges ordered _____ x $5.00 = _________
Add shipping

_________

($1.50 per order)
Total

_________

Please make checks payable to: R.E. Olds Chapter
Please send order form along with check
or money order to:
Ron Severance
2233 Hampden Dr.
Lansing, MI 48911-1636

These of course are only the high
lights. I’m sure you can add many
more to this listing.
Despite these little annoyances, I’m
still ready to “get out and get
under”.
Dave Pfaff
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Olds Parting
with Willis and Troy

Y

ou probably heard the
one about the road being
paved with good intentions. Well
that’s the way it has been since we
last told you about our adventures.
We came up with lots of places to
go but failed to execute for one
reason or another. Most of it was
weather related to the time that we
could find to go to the area in
question. Some was the untimely
death of friends and that reminds us
that we are growing older. Others
were family emergencies that have

July - August 2006
priority over road trips. Well you
get the picture.
We did manage to make a side trip
during our Studebaker outing. As
we were checking into the hotel we
ask one of the construction workers
if there were any salvage yards in
the area. Turns out that we asked
the right person (Roy Johnson - no
fooling that was his name) ‘cause he
happened to have worked in most
of them. While most of you were
checking out the campus of Notre
Dame we were checking out a forty
acre old iron yard out on Western
(Route 2) run by Al Kowalski and
his WWII side kick Dan. Beside
Willis and I we had a new amigo
with us by the name of Harry
Emmons. Due to the long stay we
had at the “Chocolate Factory”, we
arrived at the yard about an hour
before it closed. We finally got
Willis out after promising a return
visit before we left town (we also
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had to take our purchases back to
the hotel room so they wouldn’t
melt).
It was a slow day at the yard but, Al
was kind enough to give us a ride to
various spots where we could find
some Olds iron. Unfortunately we
(I) had to much Chocolate earlier
and due to the sugar overload I left
my camera in the car. We saw
some of the following (54, 55, 56,
57, 60 Olds), a 39 LaSalle, some 50's
Studebakers, and some 50's
Pontiac’s and Buick’s. Call Al with
your needs at 574-287-8965.
We are still planning on getting back
to Sping Lake when it’s not raining.
Hey Joe Place, did you ever get to
Joe’s place in Spring Lake. Another
location is the two yards in
Ravenna. Well that’s it for now.
Till later Happy Oldins

Longtime R.E.Olds Chapter member has passed away
Alice. They have both worked
every year since they joined. Dean
suffered a heart attack a few years
ago but he still reported to work
the Homecoming show with the
help of Alice.
Dean and Alice own a red, 1969
Cutlass convertible. They loved
the car. Dean did most of the
restoration work himself. They

were a regular sight at car shows
around the mid-Michigan area and
really enjoyed “cruisin” in the
convertible.
We extend our sympathies to
Alice and their family. A memorial
contribution was made in his
memory to the R.E.Olds Museum
on behalf of the R.E. Olds Chapter.

Dean Patterson, age 68, died
February 2 nd , 2006, at home with
his family. Dean was a Motor
Wheel retiree after serving them
for 30 years.
If you are a regular at our
monthly meetings you probably
don’t remember Dean. He wasn’t
a “meeting” kind of guy. If you
have attended the Homecoming
show in the past 10 years you will
remember Dean and his wife
Dean and Alice’s 1969 Cutlass convertible.
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Secretary’s
Report

R.E. Olds Chapter General
Session Meeting
May 2, 2006
7:00 PM
Ken Nicholas brought the meeting to
order at 7:03 PM
There were 27 present at the meeting.
Presidents Report: Ken Nicholas
welcomed the members and guests.
There was no additional information to
present.
Vice Presidents Report: Harry
Emmons No new information to report.
Treasurers Report: Dave Violetta
provided the treasurers report. The
starting balance as of March 31, 2006 was
$16,017.05. The revenues for the month
of April were $1284.30. The
expenditures for the month of April were
$1015.95 leaving a balance of $16285.40.
Jim Brehm motioned to accept the
treasures report. Jim Harsant seconded
the motion. The membership accepted
the motion.
Secretaries Report: The minutes from
the April 4, 2006 General Session meeting
were read and opened for discussion. Joe
Pohl motioned to accept the minutes as
read. Harry Emmons seconded the
motion. The membership approved the
motion.
Newsletter Report: Wayne Mason
stated that there was not much new on
the web site. He wants a dedicated spot
for any project cars in process. If any
members have a car being restored please
let Wayne know. The next news letter
will likely be a large one. Articles on the
Homecoming, Studebaker trip, and others
will be included. Wayne encouraged
anyone who wants to write an article to
please do so. Members are encouraged to

write a short story about their “First” car
for the newsletter.
OCA Representative Report: Chuck
Mitchell had no additional information to
report.
Homecoming Report: There is a lot of
construction at the site and some
entrances may be blocked. The next
Homecoming meeting will be held at the
site in order to assess how to plan for the
show. There are 134 cars registered, 57
swap meet spots and 2 cars registered for
the for sale area.
Membership Chairman Report: Joe
Pohl reported that 16 members paid dues
last month. He received additional
payments during the meeting.
Old Business:

·

Helen Earley memorial: Judy
Badgley provided the membership with a
review of the artist that was selected by
the committee. She provided options of a
water or oil painting and that a water
color was selected because of the cost
and the time it would take to complete
the portrait. Judy will contact the artist to
start the process. A September
presentation date would be most
appropriate as Helen’s birthday was in
September. The cost is in line with the
approved budget amount of not to exceed
$2,500.00.

·

Studebaker trip: 31 people went
through the museum. 20 people toured
the Chocolate factory. 17 toured Notre
dame. The club budgeted $25.00 from
chapter funds for the tour and it only cost
the chapter $20.17. Dave thanked Wayne
for the great job he did with planning and
making the arrangements. Harry Emmons
talked about some salvage yards found in
the area and the Studebaker proving
grounds.

·

Bylaws: The June issue of the news
letter will include the Bylaw changes
Tax Status: Joe Pohl reviewed the tax
exempt status of the club. He had a packet
of information and asked if anyone was
interested in pursuing it. There was no
response.
New Business:

·

Joe Pohl provided the membership
with information on a car show at Bud
Kouts Chevrolet. It’s scheduled for Friday
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June 2nd
Dave Lehnen presented a service for a
photographer to take pictures of cars and
homes if there is any interest. He also
paints the pictures.
Joe Pohl made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Chuck Mitchell seconded the
motioned. The motion was carried.
Approved Chapter Expenditures:
There were no chapter fund expenditures
approved during the meeting.
Respectfully submitted: Ed Shand
Secretary

R.E. Olds Chapter General
Session Meeting
June 6, 2006
7:00 PM
Harry Emmons the VP brought the
meeting to order at 7:03 PM
There were 25 present at the meeting.
Presidents Report: Harry Emmons
filled in for Ken who was unable to attend.
He welcomed the members and guests.
Vice Presidents Report: Harry
Emmons had no special report since he
was facilitating the meeting.
Treasurers Report: Dave Violetta was
not present and provided the treasurers
report for Wayne Mason to present. The
starting balance as of April 30, 2006 was
$$16285.40. The revenues for the month
of May were $2537.50. The expenditures
for the month of May were $1375.67
leaving a balance of $17447.23. Joe Pohl
motioned to accept the treasures report.
Judy Badgley seconded the motion. The
membership accepted the motion.
Secretaries Report: The minutes from
the May 2, 2006 General Session meeting
were read and opened for discussion.
Vicki May motioned to accept the minutes
as read. Jim Behren seconded the motion.
The membership approved the motion.
Newsletter Report: Wayne Mason
stated that there was Issue will be after
the homecoming show to feature the
show. The deadline is tonight. Dues are
now being due.
OCA Representative Report: Chuck
Continued page 15| see Minutes
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Minutes | continued from page 14
Mitchell had no additional information to
report. After the cars show he will go
over the records and be sure all were
OCA members. There will be a month
delay before those members are deleted.
Homecoming Report

There is a need 10 more people for
the show.

Classified Ads

do the portrait in oil for the same price as
was quoted for the water portrait. He
will substitute the Setting the Pace book
held in her hand and a rose from the
photo provided. He will provide a sketch
prior the painting. It should be ready by
her birthday in September.
New Business:

Registration as of June 6th : 261cars (108 a
year ago); 7 cars-for-sale; 135 swap spaces
Membership Chairman Report: Joe
Pohl reported that one new member;
Wayne Jacobs registered this past month.
11 additional members renewed and paid
dues throughout the month. Chuck
proposed to send a $25.00 donation to
the museum for remembrance of Dean
Patterson who recently passed away. The
membership approved the motion.

Those having a red golf shirt
should wear them to the homecoming
with name tags
Joe Pohl made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Wayne Mason seconded the
motioned. The motion was carried.

Old Business:
Helen Earley memorial: Judy Badgley
met with the painter and the painter will

Respectfully submitted: Ed Shand
Secretary

R.E. Olds Chapter Polo Shirt Order Form
Quality Polo shirt (white or maroon) with Chapter logo,
approx. 3” high, embroidered on top left chest.
Jerzees brand, 2-button, 50/50 poly cotton with stain
resistant finish offered at Chapter cost in men’s sizes below.
See a photo of this shirt on our Chapter Web site,
www.reolds.org . Click on the “Chapters Merchandise” link,
then “Chapter polo shirts.”
Name:____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________
M

L

XL

2X

White shirt ($18) _________
Maroon shirt ($20) _________
Add $2 for 2X_________
Add $3 for 3X_________
Add shipping _________
($5 per order)

Total

_________

Classified ads must be received
by the editor on or before the
first
Tuesday
of
publication
month’s (February, April, June,
August, October, December) Cost
of ad is “0” for members and
$ 6 . 0 0 f o r n o n- members. Photos
welcome. Ads will be run once
unless you call the Editor and
request that it be run again!

For Sale - 1929 F-29 Two Door
Sedan - Nearly all original, nice condition
ready to show or drive or it can be
restored. Solid original wood, interior,
top. Additional information at
www.handofshand.com (best viewed
using Internet Explorer)

Next months meeting is on the 11th
of July due to the holiday conflict.
Approved Chapter Expenditures:
The membership approved a $25.00
memorial donation for the R.E. Olds
Museum in memory of Dean Patterson.

Circle size(s): S
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w!
Ne

I will pick up from
Judy.
Or
Please mail shirt
to me.

For Sale - 1978 Toronado - 403engine,
white Landau Top over Copper. Contact
Dick Berry at (517) 4829247 or on cell,
(517)402-1128.
Looking For Parts - In process of
restoring 1954 Olds Starfire convertible,
need following parts: top assemble(top
irons), R & L stainless body side trim, W/S
stainless inner and outers, rocker
moldings, Interior stainless kick panels R &
L, stainless door panel trim R & L, all
interior quarter trim stainless, R & L door
interior painted trim at top of doors, R &
L quarter interior painted trim at top of
quarters, front and rear seats. Contact Dan Christie, P.O. Box 610, Prosper TX
75078, ph. 927-346-3333 or fax 927-3463430, e-mail to:
danchristie@collincountylandcompany.com.

3X

Please send order form along
with check or money order to:
R.E. Olds Chapter
Attn: Judy Badgley
304 S. Clippert St.
Lansing, MI 48912-4606
Please make checks payable
to: R.E. Olds Chapter

Check your Address Label
Now! If there is an “RN06”
after your name, your
Chapter dues were
renewable and due in June
2006. See page 3 for further
details. Please renew - we
don’t want this to be your
last newsletter. Thanks!

Rocket
R.E. OLDSReview
CHAPTER
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OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AM E R I C A
P.O. BOX 80101
LANSING, MI 48908-0101
http://www.reolds.org
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Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support!
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