
HOMECOMING  CHAIRMEN  CLOWNING  AROUND! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter President/Clown Vicki May and Homecoming Co-chairmen Don Cooper & Ken Nicholas 
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2013 R. E. Olds Chapter 

Board of Directors 
 
President 
Vicki May 
616-250-1568 
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President 
Chris Heminger 
517-655-3514 
clheminger@wowway.com 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Jerry Garfield 
517-878-5095 
lastolds@wowway.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Don Cooper 
517-290-7455 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
OCA Representative 
Eva Cooper 
517-290-8451 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
517-663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net  
 
By-Laws Coordinator 
Troy Collins 
517-646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Board members are elected for a one-year 
period of time at the Annual Banquet 
Meeting. Officers assume their office 
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year 
in which they are elected.  
 
 
General Club meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of the month at various 
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds 
Museum in Lansing. Contact Vicki 
May at the number shown above for 
more information. 

 

Editor’s message……. 
 
It seems as though there are always several people to say “thank you” to in every 
newsletter, this one is no different. You members make my job easier by sending 
stories and photos of what you have done with your Oldsmobile. Everyone 
enjoys reading about those adventures and it encourages others to get out and 
enjoy their Oldsmobile. I have a stockpile of short interesting auto information 
for future issues whenever I have space to fill.  I will give credit with the 
article/info as to who sent it when I use it.  

“Thank you” to all who contribute and make assembling the Rocket 
Review enjoyable for all. I couldn’t do it without you. 
 
If you haven’t already got your 
tickets for the R. E. Olds Museum 
raffle car, you better get them soon. 
This year the raffle car is a 1985 442 
t-top car with less than 12,000 miles. 
Tickets are $20 each or 3 for $50 and 
they are selling better than ever. The 
drawing is November 11, 2013. Call 
517-372-0529 or go to reolds.org 
(Events & Media tab) to order your 
tickets. They are only selling 2000 
tickets, so your odds are great.  
     
There are some important dates on the facing page, be sure and mark your 
calendar and plan to attend a monthly meeting or better yet the annual banquet. 
A reservation form will be sent to you for the banquet. 
 
Until we meet again……….keep those rockets rolling and stories coming, 

 

Judy Badgley 
 

Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc.  to Judy Badgley at 
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876 

 

President’s message….. 
 

JUST DO IT! 
Are you ready and willing to offer your leadership skills? 
Please consider becoming a board member, or nominating a member who you 
know has passion for the Chapter's mission and would work as a team player 
towards that mission. Board members are not required to know everything about 
managing a non-profit social organization, but are expected to act prudently and 
in the best interest of the Chapter, AND TO HAVE FUN DOING IT (no, that 
doesn't mean you have to be the clown). Elected Board positions are president, 
vice-president, treasurer, secretary, and OCA representative. You will have lots 
of support from your predecessors, other board members, and our members. You 
can call me or email if you have any questions about how the board works and 
what to expect. So, send in your name or your nomination to Troy Collins. 
 
I look forward to assisting the 2014 board as past president. 
Thank you for giving this your consideration. 
 

Vicki May, President 



NEWSWORTHY    CHAPTER    “STUFF
 

R. E. Olds Chapter 
Calendar of Events   

September- 
3 Chapter Meeting 7 PM

R. E. Olds Museum

8 Cars & Bikes for
Special Kids-Beekman Center
Lansing, MI 9am-4pm
See info on this page or
Jill Gilbert 517-393-4180

8 Southfest Car Show
Lansing, MI 4pm-
See info on this page or
Ed Shand 517-655-4739

October- 
1 Board Meeting 6 PM

Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum

November- 
5 NO MEETING

16 ANNUAL CHAPTER BANQUET
AND ELECTIONS-details coming

December- 
3 Board Meeting 6 PM 

Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum

Rocket Classifieds 
 

For Sale- Air compressor, 1½ horsepower, 
150 psi, used once (too noisy). Craftsman 
model #921-166-430. Paid $254 will sell 
for $175 OBO. Leo Drozdowski, 810-694-
6219, in Grand Blanc, MI

New 
Member 
Carlyle Parrish

Carson City, MI
1965 F-85 coupe

Happy Birthday to…… 
September- 
6 Tom Collins
13 Wayne Jacobs
14 Mike Ross
16 Bud Hilliard

Wayne Mason
19 Marsha Nicholas
22 Terry Friar 

Dennis Weglarz
Sanford Wolf

24 Ruth Ann Galas
25 Tom Hummer

Randy Thayer
27 Deb Shank
28 Dave Sowders
30 Pat LeFevre

Jeff Pregler
Tim Shaw

    Celebrate your day! 

October- 
1 Dave Lehnen
3 David James

Ellis Norbeck
6 Jim Brehm
8 Suzi Adcock

Lori Emmons
9 Harry Emmons

Tammy Woodby
11 Ashley Jones
13 Tom Hacker
15 Mike Walters
16 Ken Nicholas
17 Linda Heminger
18 Jamie Cox
20 Abel Anzuldua
28 Judy Badgley
29 Angel LeFevre
31 Calvin Badgley 

 

3



 4

WHO  AM  I 
 
   Upon graduation from the Automotive 
Technology program at Ferris Institute 
(now Ferris State University) I went to 
work as a mechanic at a small repair shop 
in Portland, MI.  After a year I began 
working for Pohl Brothers Chevy/ Olds in 
St. Johns, MI.  
    After wrenching for three years I 
applied for a Service Rep position with 
General Motors.  My first attempt was 
with Chevrolet because the Division was 
producing a number of performance 
vehicles.  My second was with Oldsmobile 
who had just begun to produce the 442.   I 
was hired by Oldsmobile.  After a lengthy 

training period in the home office I 
became part of the Philadelphia Zone.  My 
assignment was to contact and assist Olds 
dealers in Eastern Pennsylvania and 
Western New Jersey areas.  I most enjoyed 
the problem solving aspect of the job.  A 
close second was the opportunity to drive 
some very nice performance vehicles.  
    After three years in the Philadelphia 
Zone I was offered a position with the 
New York Zone.  Having grown up in a 
small town (Owosso) I soon found New 
York City a bit overwhelming.  
Consequently, I left Oldsmobile and 
returned to Lansing. 

    Soon after returning to Lansing I was 
hired to manage the service department at 
University Olds and later Story Olds.    
After working five years with the Story 
Organization I left to help establish and 
operate the Bureau of Automotive 
Regulation within the Michigan 
Department of State.  Twenty-five years 
later I retired.  In my retirement I still 
enjoy driving performance vehicles when 
the opportunity presents itself. 
   Can you guess “who this is”? See if you 
are right, answer on page 10. Send your 
“WHO AM I” article to Judy Badgley, 
contact info on page 2. 

 

CAR SHOWS ATTENDED BY CHAPTER MEMBERS 
 

Mason, MI on the 4th of July 
It was a beautiful day in Mason for a car show. Hundreds of cars 
were displayed around the courthouse square and most of the 
side streets in town.  Old cars, ice cream, door prizes, hot dogs, 
ice cream floats, what more could you ask for. Did I mention Ice 
cream?   

 

 
Above-Andy & Jill Gilbert’s ’75 Delta convertible and ’71 442 

 
Below- Harold Leeman’s 1976 Toronado  

Grand Ledge, MI July 13 
Car shows in a park setting is always a big attraction and the 
Ledges show is no different. Many chapter members participate 
at this show each year. This year was no different. Great food, 
great cars and great people make this annual show a lot of fun to 
attend.  

 
Above -Larry Speichnel’s 1966 Cutlass 

 
Below- the rear view of  the 1971 442 of John Gros
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2013 OLDSMOBILE  HOMECOMING 
 

   P. T. Barnum may have 
advertised his circus as the 
Greatest Show on Earth but 
the Oldsmobile 
Homecoming show is the 
Greatest Oldsmobile Show 
on Earth. Let’s take a look 
at the statistics that easily 
prove that statement.  
   June 15, 2013 the 21st 
Annual Oldsmobile 
Homecoming show was 
held in Lansing, MI. The 
total number of 
Oldsmobiles registered both 
for show and for sale totaled 
573. Add to that the cars 
vendors had on their site and the 
Oldsmobiles that were parked around 
the edges of the show site brought by 
visitors and you easily reach that 600 
mark. These vehicles came from 22 
states and Canada.  
   The 2013 Homecoming featured 
stationwagons and commercial 
vehicles. There was a great display 
including 3 Oldsmobile trucks. How 
long has it been since you have seen 3 
of those at the same time?! There was 

also a police car, hearse, ambulance 
and stationwagons of all years and 
types. Race wagons, Pace wagons and 
family transport wagons. It was a 
fantastic display of over 30 vehicles, 
plus many chose to park in the general 
lot instead of with the features.  
   The swap meet was also the largest 
we’ve ever had. There were a total of 
91 vendors in 206 spaces. 167 of those 
spaces were pre-registered as vendors 
realize the importance of securing a 
site before hand rather than just 
showing up at the show and hoping we 
have space for them. It is important to 
note that most car show vendor swap 
spaces are a single car parking space in 
size. Our vendor spaces are 2) car 

spaces each. Our swap meet used 412 
parking spaces! 
   For many years, there have been 
many requests to expand Homecoming 
to multiple days. We have declined to 
do that for several reasons. First, 
our show site is on State of 
Michigan property and we can’t 
have access to it until Friday 
night, after the workers have left 
for the weekend. There is no 
other place in the area as 

convenient AND 
that will hold a 
show of our size for 
multiple days. Second, is 
because of the manpower 
it takes to put on such a 
great show of this size. 
From Friday night to 
Sunday morning there 

were 83 non-committee Chapter 
members, their family and friends that 
provided over 171 combined hours. 
There were 25 committee people that 
put in 130+ hours during that same 
time.  Additionally, 11 Eaton County 
police work a total of 82 hours and 8 
Boy Scouts and 8 parents each work 8 
hours for a total of 64 hours. Doing the 
math, that is 447 hours of volunteer 
hours to make our show the greatest.     
   We have a committee of 25 people 
that work all year to organize this 
show. Our committee leaders are Ken 
& Marsha Nicholas and Don & Eva 
Cooper. (Ken & Don are featured on 
the cover of this issue, “clowning” 
around with Chapter President Vicki 

May.) Here is the list of 
the 2013 committee 
members.  
Abel Anzuldua 
Doug & Judy Badgley 
Troy Collins 
Harry & Lori Emmons 
Terry Friar 
Jerry Garfield 
John Gross 
Chris Heminger 
Ashley Jones 
Wayne Mason 
Jim Murphy 
Ed Shand 
Bob & Phyllis Shorman 
Dave Violetta 

        John & Betty VanderTuin 
       Scott Whittaker 
       Steve Zaban 

These 25 people represent about 20% 
of our membership. 

   Several years ago we made the 
decision to eliminate our participant 
judging. This decision was based on 
the amount of time it took to count 
ballots and present awards. We do 
present a few awards each year that are 
determined by the committee and each 
year the person selecting those awards 
change. The 2013 show saw 10 awards 
being presented to Oldsmobiles. (see 
photos on pages 6-7) We also present 
some other awards.  
• 2-Fusick $100 Gift Certificates, this 

presentation is from a drawing of those 
that registered before June 1, 2013 

     Kevin Carriere, Milford, MI   
     Bill Wilson, Centerville, IN  
• Grocery Game 
     Kathy Kemp, $52.55 exact guess! 
• Tattoo Award 
     No name of the winner  
• Selling tickets for the 50/50 raffle all 

day netted the winner $210.00. 
 

The GREATEST and the BIGGEST 
Oldsmobile show on Earth! 
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2 0 1 3     H O 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  “Come Away with me Lucille” 
                             Chapter member Mike Walters provided rides all day 

Eva Cooper cleaning the 442 /Marsha Nicholas setting up.   in his 1905 Curved Dash Olds 
While the ChairMEN were riding in the golf cart (see cover), 
the ChairWOMEN were cleaning the car & working! 

 

An unusual way to open the hood on Gary Weaver’s 1970 W-30! 
 
 
 
 

  The swap meet vendors with parts and Oldsmobilia. 
 

 

 Tom & Kathy Robinson’s beautiful 1929 Oldsmobile  Leo & Darlene Drozdowski’s 2003 Final 500 Aurora 
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M E C O M I N G 

Oldsmobile Homecoming Committee Award 
Thomas Bogo, Wickliffe, OH -  1958 S88 Fiesta Sta Wagon 

Helen Earley Award 
Bill Parfiet, Hickory Corners, MI - 1911 Autocrat 

 
Best of Show - 1970 442 W-30 Convertible 

Russ and Joyce Herbotzheimer ,  Baltimore, OH 

Hagerty Operation Ignite – Kids Judging Winner 
Glen & Tammy Woodby , Gaines, MI - 1983 Hurst Olds 

2013 Peter Gibson Memorial Award 
Mike Stowe, Boyne City,MI - 1957 Oldsmobile Wagon 

2013 Jim Walkinshaw Memorial Award 
David and Peg Lehnen ,St. Johns, MI 1946 Series 78 4-door 

R. E. Olds Transportation Museum Award 
Larry & Sue Spicknell,Eaton Rapids, MI 

1963 Super 88 Fiesta Station Wagon 

LAFCU Award 
Jim Harsant, Eagle, MI - 1941 98 Convertible 



 8 

OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA NATIONAL MEET 
More Than  “Just A Car Show”     June 24-29, 2013 – Springfield, IL 

 
Editor’s Note: The coverage of the OCA 
National Meet are a multi-member 
perspective on the various areas of the 
activities.  
An overall view from Eva Cooper- 
Wednesday, July 24, 2013 – We are off 
and running…..errr…driving to the 2013 
Oldsmobile Nationals being held in 
Springfield, IL - beautiful morning, great 

weather.  Don and I are meeting up with 
the Ken and Marsha Nicholas, Wayne 
and Vicki May and Doug and Judy 
Badgley for breakfast at 8 a.m. in 
Kalamazoo and then caravaning on to 
Springfield, IL. 
   After a pleasant and uneventful drive 
(no car problems) we arrive at our hotel 
about 5 p.m.  There are quite a few show 
cars and vendors already there. We spent 
the rest of the day just meeting and 
greeting people.   

   Cooper’s 1985 442 took a 1st place award 
On Thursday, the show field really is 
filling up as were the vendor spots.  We 
clean our car and enjoy visiting with 
everyone.  There were a lot of Motor 
City Rockets in attendance and lots of 
car talk and picture taking going on.  
Inside the host hotel are some more swap 
spaces, a few choice Oldsmobiles on 
display and also other craft vendors – a 
very nice mixture for everyone.  Linda 
Vaughn was also inside talking and 
posing for pictures with everyone and 

signing autographs.  She still has quite a 
following judging from all the smiles she 
put on people’s faces.   
   Our contingence from the R. E. Olds 
Chapter attended the “Welcoming Party” 
that evening - pizza and beer or pop 
included.  The meeting room was filled 
with OCA members all enjoying each 
other’s company. 
   Friday was judging day and everyone 
was on the show field doing last minute 
detailing.  It did rain a little off and on 
during the judging, which made for more 
work drying the cars off.   Marsha 
Nicholas and I opted to take a tour of the 
Lincoln home and the Dana Thomas 
House.  The Thomas home is a Frank 
Lloyd Wright designed masterpiece.   
This home was built in 1902 and is 
12,000 sq.ft. on 3 levels with 16 varying 
levels in all.  It has 35 rooms.  It contains 
the largest collection of site-specific, 
original Wright art glass and furniture.  It 
was stunning!  A must see if you are in 
that area and appreciate such work. 
   Friday evening several of our Chapter 
members met at a nearby restaurant for 
dinner and enjoyed discussing the day’s 
activities. 
    Several of our Chapter members 
attended the OCA General Member 
Meeting on Saturday morning.   The 
meeting went very well and a lot was 
accomplished.  (See the May’s report on 
this meeting). 
   On our way home north of Springfield, 
the Nicholas and Don and I drove on the 
Old Route 66 for several miles and 
stopped in Pontiac, IL.  Here we toured 
the Pontiac-Oakland Museum.  Existing 
for about 2 years, the owners have done 
an excellent job, another ‘must see’ for 
car lovers.  The town of Pontiac has 
much to offer from Route 66 historical 
sites, classic cars, murals painted on the 
town’s buildings and museums (all free).  
From here we drove north on Route 66 to 
the town of Odell, posed for pictures at 
an original Route 66 Standard Oil gas 
station and found a restaurant for dinner.  
The gas station was really neat and 
authentic.  How cool! 
   As the weekend ended, we all returned 
home reminiscing about the great show 

that the Archway Olds Club and the 
Illinois Valley Oldsmobile Club hosted - 
the 2013 OCA Nationals.   
From Wayne & Vicki May- The start of 
the trip to Springfield brought 
unseasonably cool temperatures. The 
question…..convertible top up or top 
down? Down, of course! We all know 
there’s no better heater than one in an 
Oldsmobile, and we put it to the test. As 
we traveled south, we gradually moved 
the heater slide and blower down. 
Eventually, we had to turn on the 
air…you know…the wing windows and 
floor vents.   

May’s ‘68 Cutlass Conv.  won Best of Class 
   We arrived at our destination without 
incident (if you don’t count sunburns). 
The venue at the Crowne Plaza was 
perfect, with nice hotel accommodations, 
parking, and lots of eateries within 
walking distance.  
   My swap meet find was a pair of 1968 
Oldsmobile Salesmen’s 
Prices/Equipment Colors and Trims / 
Specifications booklets produced by the 
Oldsmobile Division, Lansing, 
Mich….with the GM Mark of Excellence 
(one booklet was the “ADVANCE 
COPY” without pricing, and the other 
the “REVISED COPY” with pricing and 
revisions). Not only is the information 
interesting, it provided documented 
evidence that radial-ply whitewalls were 
in fact a factory option on the 1968 
Cutlass. This information was provided 
to the Chief Judge so judging 
information can be corrected. So, to sum 
it up: great trip, great friends, and 
Oldsmobiles…what could be better! 
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The Board Meeting from Marsha 
Nicholas- Luckily our caravan from 
Lansing arrived Wednesday evening 
giving us time to relax before the OCA 
Board meeting on Thursday.   The 
meeting started at 8 a.m. and concluded 
shortly after 6 p.m.  After a long day of 
meetings, Ken and I enjoyed the 
Welcome Party, which started at 6:30 
p.m.  
   Many items were covered by the Board 
and it was a very positive meeting.  The 
Board was very productive and everyone 
worked well together.  
   I am really excited about the new web 
site and hope that the board votes for 
Phase II, which are the web site 
improvements.  Ken and I feel the OCA 
membership will really enjoy using all of 
the “Membership only” features that Karl 
Sup will work on with board approval. 

  Marsha Nicholas touring the Lincoln home 
Ken and I both feel the whole 5-day 
meet was very positive.   The Archway 
Olds Club and the Illinois Valley 
Oldsmobile Chapter produced a great 
meet for our members. 
Swap Meet views from Ashley Jones- 
For the second year in a row I had the 
opportunity to assist Evertt Horton, 
Nationals Swap Meet Coordinator, with 
the swap meet. Everett took care of the 
outdoor vendors and I had the inside 
vendors (a position I had hoped for 
especially since outside temperatures 
could have been well into the 90’s!) 
   Setting up the inside vendors, in a large 
room directly off the lobby, was 
interesting and at times very challenging. 
There were automotive vendors on one-
side and craft vendors for the OCA ladies 
on the other. Additionally there were 5 
Oldsmobile cars being showcased in the 
same room. Add to that the “guest of the 
show” “Miss Hurst Golden Shifter”, 

Linda Vaughn. This was a challenge, but 
it all worked out.  

        Ashley Jones at his inside swap space 
   Linda sat beside a very rare 1969 
Hurst/Olds convertible (restoration 
completed just before the show).  On her 
last day she was beside a frame-off 1972 
Hurst/Olds hardtop. You know I was in 
my element as my vendor space looked 
directly at this display! 
   It was a good time vending and seeing 
old friends and I even had time to look at 
all of the beautiful cars. The weather was 
great and I found a few goodies for our 
cars.  
   I don’t have the total number of 
vendors attending, but more arrived than 
planned and sales were strong. One 
vendor purchased a 1972 Hurst/Olds 
convertible for $36K and saved over 
$14K. The car had previously been 
offered for $50K. It pays to have 
patience! 
   The addition of vendors catering to 
women, I feel is a very good idea. And 
from comments I heard it was well 
accepted.  
   Next year the OCA will be in 
Cincinnati, OH and I hope to attend as 
the assistant to the Swap Meet 
Coordinator again.  
Touring from Max Hineman- Jo and I 
went on the 3-Museum tour. The State 
Military Museum was first. It featured 
wars starting in the early 1800’s right up 
to and including Illinois units in 
Afghanistan. One feature it has is the 
wood block, bullet holes and all, that 
President Lincoln shot at to demonstrate 
a new rifle. Also in the WWI display was 
a mascot of a US GI that accompanied 
him on the front lines in France.  
   The second stop was a private air 
museum. A retired Air Force pilot has 
amassed several planes: P51D Mustang, 
Corsair Gold Wing, 30’s Bi-wing, a very 
rare plane of 1921 manufactured in the 

late 20’s and several other examples. All 
can be flown except the rare one.  
   The final stop was walking distance at 
the same airstrip to a private hanger and 
warehouse of autos, trucks and Harley’s. 
This gentleman has made his fortune in 
the computer business. This museum is 
maintained by a staff that keeps his 
vehicles and a jet in show-ready 
condition. The 25 plus cars consisted of 
early Ford T’s and A’s, Chevy’s, Dodges 
and Chryslers. There is a 2-tier row of 23 
Harley cycles all setting on diamond 
plate flooring. They also had a Harley 
hearse pulled by a 3-wheel Harley cycle. 
Last but not least is a “joke” vehicle. 
This is a 4-ft bar stool powered by a 283 
CID Chevy with 8 exhaust pipes. You’d 
have to see it to believe it! 
   All car vehicles have their own battery 
tender, to keep the battery charged. This 
was the cleanest vehicle museum I’ve 
ever been in.  

Left- Brian & Joyce Ford’s 1960 Super 88 
Conv. : Right- Max & Jo Hineman’s 1952 98 
Holiday Coupe. These cars were for show 
only. 
 
From Judy Badgley- The R. E. Olds 
Chapter was well represented at 
Springfield. In addition to those already 
mentioned was: Tom & Jan Hummer 
with their 1933 Olds, Doug & Judy 
Badgley with their 1957 98, John & 
Betty VanderTuin with their 1966 442, 
Greg and Linda Rogers with their 1971 
Cutlass Conv., Glen & Tammy Woodby 
with their 1983 Hurst/Olds and Don & 
Mary Beth Greiner with their 1986 
Custom Cruiser.Kurt & Kim Barber and 
Darrell & Alani Cunningham were there 
without an Oldsmobile. I apologize if I 
have forgotten anyone. More photos and 
business meeting info on page 10. 
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OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA NATIONAL MEET, Con’t. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don & Mary Beth Greiner-1986 Custom Cruiser   Greg & Linda Rogers – 1971 Cutlass Conv.    John & Betty VanderTuin’s 1966 442 tri-power 
 Best of Class Award    2nd place Award       Best of Class Award 
 
Board meeting, from Vicki May- 
General Membership Meeting OCA 
Nationals 2013 Summary 
There were four bylaws changes approved by 
the OCA Board to be presented to the 
members for a vote. 
I’ll paraphrase: 
   Bylaw IV (4.10, 4.11, AND 4.12) were 
revised to make the Legal Advisor a non-
voting Board position.  This was actually 
proposed by the current Legal Advisor to 
eliminate any appearance of a conflict of 
interest. 
   Bylaw 4.15 was revised to clarify that the 
term of any contract entered into by the BOD 
could vary in length, but not be more than 
two years in length. 
   Bylaw 9.71 was revised to clearly state how 
the monies (CD’s, checking, savings, etc) of 
the OCA are to be titled and who can sign. 
Monies will be in the name of Oldsmobile 
Club of America, signatories will be the 
current treasurer, current president, and one 
other member of the Executive Committee; 
transactions will require two signatures of the 
three referenced above; and, the monies will 
be with a banking institution that recognizes 
the OCA’s Bylaws and Policy Manual. 
   Bylaw 14.50 was revised to state that no 
bylaw of policy manual amendments can be 
made thru email business.  The premise for 
this change is that such changes can be made 
more efficiently through face-to-face 

discussion; this bylaw requires that changes 
to bylaws or policy manual be made in 
meetings. 
    All four Bylaw changes were approved by 
the members in attendance. 
   There was considerable discussion about 
these changes and the current process. There 
was some dissatisfaction expressed by 
members that the revisions are voted on by 
the BOD without any input from the 
membership prior to presenting them to the 
members for the vote. There was further 
discussion about the process available to the 
membership to submit proposed bylaw 
changes to the BOD. This process is set forth 
in the current bylaws. 
   Karl Sup was appointed to fill the vacated 
Vice-President’s position. Carl is highly 
regarded, and will be a strong contributor to 
the good of the OCA. Vacated zone director 
positions were also filled. 
   A brief financial report was presented by 
Treasurer, Gene Crowdis.  I requested and 
received a copy of the CPA – Accountant’s 
Compilation Report/Cash Basis Financial 
Statement for December 31, 2012. 
   OCA funds previously held in a CD with 
the former Finance Committee members as 
signatories has matured and is now in an 
OCA savings account while the BOD 
determines how it should be invested 
   A member asked Mr. Crowdis  why the 
BOD did not approve an audit of OCA 

accounting.  He reported that the audit would 
be very costly ($50-60,000+), and that it was 
voted down. OCA President, Jerry Wilson, 
reiterated Mr. Crowdis’ interpretation.  Mr. 
Wilson also reiterated that there is no 
indication that there has been any mis-
appropriation of funds under the term of the 
current treasurer. The current controls for 
incoming funds and for disbursements was 
described, and seems to be sufficient to 
protect the monies coming in and going out. 
   The BOD approved doubling its 
contribution to the R. E. Olds Transportation 
Museum from $500 to $1000 annually. 
***The BOD also voted to eliminate the 
OCA compliance requirement for OCA 
Chapters.  We no longer have to require OCA 
Membership to be a member of our chapter. 
OCA is working to provide more significant 
value to encourage membership. There will 
be additional major enhancements to the 
website for members only, discount programs 
for members only, etc. They have some great 
ideas, and would welcome any ideas you 
would like to contribute. 
   The OCA Board meeting lasts the entire 
day.  They accomplished a lot. Be sure to 
thank Ken and Marsha Nicholas for their time 
and effort at the Nationals and throughout the 
year. We are very fortunate to have an active 
zone director representing our interests. 
   In closing, I believe the OCA BOD is 
heading in a more positive direction. 

WHO AM I 
The answer is Fred Pirochta. Fred is a charter member of the Chapter when 
we formed in 1984 as the R. E. Olds central Michigan Chapter. Fred served 
as president from 1985-1988. He has contributed many articles over the years 
to our Rocket review and also did a series of “Tech Tips”. He is a master 
Judge for the OCA and served on the Judging Committee many years helping 
to set guidelines for the judging program. He has always been an active 
volunteer with Homecoming, including taking charge of setting the 
showfield layout for a few years. Fred is often seen at our cruise gatherings 
driving his beautiful 1967 Cutlass. Watch future issues of our newsletter for 
some interesting experiences during Fred’s career as a service writer.
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R. E. Olds Chapter       
General Session Meeting 
June 4, 2013 
President, Vicki May called 
the meeting to order at 
7:00PM. There were 31 
present at the meeting.  
There was 1 guest present 

Presidents Report: Welcome, Introductions  
• Board Meeting Items: There was no board 

meeting and nothing to bring forth to the 
members 

Vice Presidents Report/Programs, Chris 
Heminger: August meeting Bill Porterfield is 
scheduled for a presentation about the 
Oldsmobile Areotech. 
Secretaries Report, Ed Shand: The minutes of 
the general session meeting for May 7, 2013 
were presented to the membership and opened 
for discussion.  There were no additions or 
corrections made to the minutes.  Chris 
Heminger motioned to accept the minutes as 
read. Jim Harsant seconded the motion. The 
membership approved the motion.  Thank you 
Eva for recording the minutes for the May 7th 
meeting. 
Newsletter Report, Judy Badgley: Vicki 
please send a Presidents message for the next 
issue.  The next issue is ready to go. 
By-Laws Chairman Report, Troy Collins: 
Nothing new to present.  
Membership Chairman Report, Don Cooper: 
We have one new member, Daniel Mead.  He 
has a Vista Cruiser.  There are about 35 
members needing to renew their dues in June. 
OCA Chapter Representative Report, Eva 
Cooper: No new information. 
OCA Zone Report, Ken Nicholas: 3 OCA 
Board members resigned as a result of the 
difficulties within OCA.  It appears that the 
business meeting at the nationals will be a lot of 
fun.  There are many issues that may be brought 
forward during the membership meeting. There 
is protest planned against the head judge by a 
group of upset members...  
Museum Liaison Report, Bill Adcock: Be a 
tourist in your own town was a great success.  
There were 2740 passports sold. The museum 
sold many raffle tickets and many were 
provided rides in the old cars.  The 1908 REO 
was hit by a truck and did some minor damage, 
a dented fender.  It’s currently being repaired.  
The museum is looking forward to the chapter 
picnic. There were 3000 fliers handed out for 
the Car Capitol Car show.   
Old Business: 
Homecoming: 
As of June 2, 2013 there are the following: 
67 Swap Meet vendors reserving 158 spaces, 
341 Show cars registered.  Last year at the same 
time we had 326 cars registered. Included in the 
show car total are 32 Feature cars. 
95 cars and 201 people indicate attending the 
Friday evening event in Dimondale 
83 cars and 179 people have indicated attending 
the Saturday event at the Museum 
We currently have 9 cars registered for sale. 
There are 350 shirts ordered to date. 
Added another food vendor: The State Vendor 
was invited and will set up outside with the 

other vendors. She will not sell bottled water.  
She will set up in the swap meet area. We may 
have a second photographer at Homecoming 
this year.  There may be a second raffle car, a 
Rallye 350 in the swap meet area.  OCA 
merchandise will be sold in the swap meet area 
and may have some impact on our shirt sales.  
There are some gators available from Williams 
Equipment in Charlotte to be used at the show.  
Registration gifts ordered. Judy needs 3 more 
volunteers for the event. We currently have 7 
youth judges and need some more.  We may 
need to select some during the show. From 1pm 
to 2pm we will request the hoods down on cars 
for pictures. 
 New Business: 
Cool Car event in Williamston on Friday 
evening June 7th. 
Special speaker: A presentation was made by 
representatives of the Canvas Shop. They 
custom make car covers. They will give the club 
members a $20 discount.  Mike Gargagliano, 
Information was provided to the members in 
attendance. 
 Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made by Jim Brehm and supported 
by Chris Heminger.  The motion was carried. 
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary. 
 There were no expenditures approved at this 
meeting. 
R. E. Olds Chapter      July 2, 2013 
General Session Meeting 
President, Vicki May called the meeting to 
order at 7 PM. There were 20 members present 
at the meeting.  There were not any guests.  
Four people brought in Oldsmobilia items to 
share. 
Presidents Report, Vicki May: Welcome, 
Introductions  
Board Meeting Items: Everything the board 
discussed tonight will be brought up at this 
meeting.  A motion was made to form a 
committee to see what the cost would be to have 
a portrait painted of Jim Walkinshaw, which 
would be donated to the Museum.  Eva was 
asked to send out an email to invite Chapter 
members to volunteer to work on this 
committee.  
• OCA Nationals: With the OCA Nationals 

in Springfield, IL Madam President asked 
if anyone would be interested in 
caravaning together.  Eva will send out an 
email to ask those interested in caravaning 
to inform Vicki May.  Five people 
indicated they will be going – Hummers, 
Hinemans, Jones, Coopers and Mays. 

• 2014 Elections:  2014 elections for our 
Board will be coming up in November.  
Next month Troy Collins will form a 
nomination committee to fill the ballot 
positions.  If you would like to be on this 
committee, please let Troy Collins know. 

Vice Presidents Report/Programs, Chris 
Heminger:  Chris said Bill Porterfield will not 
be able to be our speaker in August.  Chris 
thought Bill might speak in Oct.  Chris will 
keep us updated.  If anyone has any ideas for a 
speaker, please let Chris know. 
Secretaries Report, Ed Shand: The minutes of 
the general session meeting for 6/4/13 were 

presented to the membership and opened for 
discussion.  Harold Lehman motioned to accept 
the minutes as read. Bob Shorman seconded the 
motion. The membership approved the motion. 
Newsletter Report, Judy Badgley: There was 
no report at this meeting. 
By-Laws Chairman Report, Troy Collins: 
Nothing to report. 
Membership Chairman Report, Don Cooper: 
There was one new member added to the club 
membership this past month. 
OCA Chapter Representative Report, Eva 
Cooper: No new information to report. 
OCA Zone Report, Ken Nicholas: No new 
information to report. 
Museum Liaison Report, Bill Adcock:   
• Homecoming was a great success for the 

museum.  He was proud to be a part of the 
event and welcomes attendance in the 
future. The museum made $7300 dollars.  
The ice cream social was great.  Over $500 
dollars was made.  We had lots of sales at 
the show and event.  Over $1000 dollars 
this year compared to last.  The Capitol 
City Car show at end of month is rapidly 
approaching. The day after the show we’re 
taking two cars to St Johns Concours. We 
are in need of an enclosed trailer to 
transport them.   

• Museum donations are less than last year. 
Old Business: 
Homecoming: Details and statistics can be 
found in this issue in the Homecoming article.  
Some comments were made regarding the time 
for entry to the site on both Friday and 
Saturday. Ashley Jones commented that the 
contract states that we do not have the facility 
until 6 am Saturday for entering the facility. 
This will be addressed at the Homecoming 
meeting. 
Chapter picnic: Sunday August 11th at 1 pm. 
It will be held at the museum... We’ll have 
barbeque chicken and drink being provided by 
the Chapter, bring your own place setting and 
dish to pass. 
2014 election of officers: Next month Troy 
Collins to set up nominating committee.  Give 
your nominations to Vicki for the office of 
President and Vice President. 
Ashley Jones: A person is in need of 1966 98 
windshield for a limo, 62 88 looking for front 
end parts, Looking for picture of cars for next 
year’s poster for homecoming.  
Max Hineman: NAOC nationals did a great 
job.  There were only 3 vendors.  Car show was 
excellent. The highlight was to drive on race 
track at Watkins Glenn.  Banquet was great.  
Nice people at the event. Next year the NAOC 
show is in Carson City. 
New Business: None 
 Motion to Adjourn: 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Jim Brehm and supported by Bill Adcock.  The 
motion was carried. 
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary. 
And Eva Cooper assisting. 
 There were no expenditures approved at this 
meeting. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 Oldsmobile Homecoming Activity, Dimondale Cruise-in  (Photo courtesy of Andy Gilbert) 


	1_ HOMECOMING  CHAIRMEN  CLOWNING  AROUND.pdf
	2_ Officers
	4_ WHO  AM  I_ Car shows
	5_ 2013HOMECOMINGStatistics
	6_ Homecoming pictures
	7_ Homecoming awards
	8  OCA Nationals
	9_ OCA Nationals
	10_ OCA Nationals
	11_ Membership meeting
	12_  Back page Dimondale



