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2014 R. E. Olds Chapter 

Board of Directors 
 
President 
Bruce Powelson 
H 517-548-2793 
C 517-331-3560 
bbuffp@att.net 
 
Vice-President 
Chris Heminger 
517-655-3514 
clheminger@wowway.com 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Jerry Garfield 
248-881-3619 
lastolds@wowway.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Don Cooper 
517-290-7455 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
OCA Representative 
Eva Cooper 
517-290-8451 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
Past President 
Vicki May 
616-250-1568 
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com 
 
By-Laws Coordinator 
Troy Collins 
517-646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Board members are elected for a one-year 
period of time at the Annual Banquet 
Meeting. Officers assume their office 
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year 
in which they are elected.  
 
 
General Club meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of the month at various 
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds 
Museum in Lansing. Contact Bruce 
Powelson at the number shown above 
for more information. 

 

Editor’s message……. 
 
   This issue we have color coverage of Homecoming. Thanks to Bruce 
Powelson and Wayne Mason for providing photos. They really do tell the 
story. There will be more Homecoming pictures in future issues.  
    Several Chapter members attended the OCA National Meet in 
Cincinnati and there will be coverage of that show in the next issue. If you 
attended the show, please send your story and/or photos. 
   Also in the next issue we will be showing our appreciation to all of our 
Chapter members that have served in the armed forces. If you have served 
please let me know and I would also like a photo of yourself in uniform. 
Please send it to me for our publication. If you send the actual photo via 
USPS, I will scan it and return it to you.  
   PLEASE NOTE-we are in the process of preparing a membership 
roster. This is how the member information will appear:  

Bruce Powelson 
    Howell, MI 
    Member #279/Joined 7-2007 
    1973 88 Convertible 
IF YOU DO NOT WANT THIS INFORMATION LISTED, PLEASE 
LET ME KNOW BY OCTOBER 1, 2014. I plan to have this available 
in November. 
 
Until we meet again……….keep those rockets rolling and stories coming, 

 

Judy Badgley 
 

Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc.  to Judy Badgley at 
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876 

 

President’s message….. 
 
Howdy, fellow Oldsmobilistas! 
Just a short note this time. 
   Visited the Oldsmobile Club of America National Show in Cincinnati and 
it was spectacular.  The weather was good, but the expressway updates were 
irritating. 
   As you read this, our annual R. E. Olds Chapter Picnic will be history. I 
am sure if you weren’t there you will have missed a terrific time had by all, 
and a chance to see a very rare English right-hand drive 1941 4-door 
Oldsmobile convertible with Hydramatic Transmission. S-h-h-h!  Details 
to follow mayhaps in the next newsletter. 
   Anyway- hope to see you at the September meeting, before many of us 
head West on the Route 66 Tour. 

Ciao!      Bruce 
 

From Bylaw Chairman Troy Collins….. 
 
53 Chapter members sent their ballot to vote on the proposed bylaw change. 
The Chapter bylaw changes were unanimously approved as no negative 
votes were received. Thanks to you that took time to express your opinion.  
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NEWSWORTHY    CHAPTER    “STUFF”
 

R. E. Olds Chapter 
Calendar of Events   

September- 
2 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
 R. E. Olds Museum 
 
6 Beekman Car/Bike Show 
 Details listed on this page 
 
6 South Church Car Show 
 Details listed on this page 
October 
7 Board meeting  6 PM 
 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
 R. E. Olds Museum 
 
8-19 Route 66 Motor Tour 
 http://route66motortour.com or 
 Eva Cooper 517-290-8451  
November 
4 NO TUESDAY MEETING 
 
15 CHAPTER ANNUAL 

BANQUET/ELECTIONS 
 Details coming 
December 
2 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
 R. E. Olds Museum 

 
HAPPY 2015  
 

Chapter Member Darrell Benedict 
of Benedict Auto Body 

 

Darrell described new procedures and 
new products available in body work at 
our July Chapter meeting. Our meeting 
room was filled with 
interest as Darrell shared 
tips and explained 
procedures complete with 
a slide show. After the 
presentation he answered 
many questions. 

 
CARS AND BIKES FOR SPECIAL KIDS 

Sunday, September 7, 2014  9AM-4PM 
2901 Wabash Rd., Lansing, MI 

Rain or shine this annual car show is great fun and for a good cause. $10 
entry fee includes a dash plaque. Over 200 door prizes will be given away, 
plus cash and prize raffles are available by purchasing tickets. Live music 
by the Sea Cruisers and home-made food are on site. The money raised at 
this event will go directly to facilitate student programs at the Lansing, 
MI, Marvin E. Beekman Center (a school for handicapped children and 
young adults ages 3-26) The Animal Care Education program and 
Beekman Therapeutic Riding Center receive no school funds from the 
Lansing School District therefore, your support of this car show and 
your contributions are very important for the continuation of these 
vital programs. Contact Jill Gilbert for details 517-755-5720. 
 

SOUTH   CHURCH   ANNUAL   FESTIVAL 
 

If you are tired and hungry after the Beekman car show, or perhaps you 
are just out for a drive, come for dinner and a “drive-in-as-you-are” car 
show on Sunday, September 7th from 4:00 PM – 6:00PM.  It’s a family 
event so you can bring your family (kids or grandkids included).  There 
will be great food.  There will be rides and activities for the kids during 
the event.  If you wish to stay, there is a concert beginning at 6:00 
p.m. lasting about an hour.  The best part is that the entire event 
is free.  This is not a judging car show and you can come and go as you 
please.  Just have a good time. 
 

Sunday, September 7, 2014  4:00 – 6:00 p. m. 
South Church, 5250 Cornerstone Drive, Lansing, MI 48917 

 

Celebrating 4th of July  
 

Several 
members of 
the Chapter 
attended the 
annual car 
show in 
Mason, MI. 
This picture 
of member 
Ashley 
Jones’ 1971 
Cutlass 
wagon in 

the street in front of the courthouse looked very festive. 
Ashley with son Mark attended the show. This is a BIG 
show with over 400 cars attending and enjoying all of 
the activities and music.  
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WHO  AM  I 
 

   I was born in 1945 in Saginaw, MI. I attended a parochial grade school, high school at Saginaw Buena Vista, and graduated in 
1963. High school years were somewhat “American Graffiti”-like. Car culture in this auto industry town was at its peak. I was 
definitely not in the “in” crowd, but I did on occasion drag race on country roads with my Dad’s 1959 Pontiac Catalina. He 
never knew, lucky for me. I then attended MSU. After three years there my performance was such that I was no longer a student. 
Around 1966 I had about a 5 months’ job at Oldsmobile on final assembly. I got laid off but I made enough to purchase my first 
car, a 1964 Cutlass Convertible. I briefly moved back home to Saginaw around 1968 or 1969. I sold my Cutlass for a new car 
and I regretted that move about a month after I did it. In the early 1970s I moved back to Lansing and got a job as a health care 
worker at Ingham Medical. That became a long career and I stayed there until 2010. 
   I married my wife Valerie in 1976 and we had two children, one in 1981 and another in 1983. They are both on their own now 
and we have two terrific grandchildren. However, I was always wanting my ’64 Cutlass back. In 1980 I found one very similar 
to the one I had, so I bought it. The car sat in the garage a long time due to lack of money (hey, I had a family to support). 
Finally, around 1993, I was able to have the car restored. It was an on-frame restoration. I received a lot of help from Badgley’s 
and others for parts and general advice. Now it was good enough to be a show car. 

See if you can guess who this Chapter member is. Answer on page 9. 
Send your WHO AM I article to Judy Badgley,contact information is on page 2.   

 

Happy 

Birthday  

To you 

SEPTEMBER 
1 Kathy Cooper 
6 Tom Collins 
13 Wayne Jacobs 
14 Mike Ross 
16 Dwain Hilliard 
 Wayne Mason 
19 Marsha Nicholas 
20 Lisa Dimon 
22 Terry Friar 
 Dennis Weglarz 
23 Sandy Peters 
24 Tracy Freeman 
 Ruth Ann Galas 
25 Tom Hummer 
 Randy Thayer 
26 Lindsay Rohrbacher 
27 Deb Shank 
28 Dave Sowder 
 Kit Murphy 
30 Pat LeFevre 
 Debbie Hilliard 
 Kit Murphy 
 

 
 
 
OCTOBER 
1 Dave Lehnen 
3 Carol Iverson 
 Dave Jones 
 Sheridan Morse 
4 Bob Neely 
6 Jim Brehm 
7 Ron Cooper 
 Joanna Jones 
8 Suzi Adcock 
 Lori Emmons 
9 Harry Emmons 
 Tammy Woodby 
11 Ashley Jones 
14 mike Abbott 
15 Alex Sanchez 
 Mike Walters 
16 Ken Nicholas 
17 Linda Heminger 
18 Jamie Cox 
20 Abel Anzuldua 
24 Charles Osgerby 
28 Judy Badgley 
29 Angel LeFevre 
31 Ellen Foster Darling
  

The 2014 Car Capital 
car show hosted by the 
R. E. Olds Museum, is 
now history. It was an 
extraordinary show 
with 273 cars from 

Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee and Canada. There 
were also motorcycles on display. Throughout the day the 
Museum offered rides in a 1908 REO or 1921 
Oldsmobile. This is a great fundraiser that takes place 
during the show. This year the rides had to be stopped at 
about 1PM because there were so many spectators 
enjoying the car show that the ride-in cars couldn’t get 
through. There is no way to count how many spectators 
were there, but estimates are in the thousands! Margaret 
Hehr provided this photo of the 1921 Olds providing rides.  
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HOMECOMING   IN   REVIEW 
 
Homecoming 2014 is now over. The 
site has been cleaned and the State of 
Michigan has it back better than we 
found it.  

The youngest member of the tear-down crew, 5-year 
old Ayden Badgley, rolling up the Oldsmobile balloon.  
 
It was another great year with great 
weather, great Oldsmobiles and great 
people. Ed Shand has provided the 
following statistics from the show: 
OLDSMOBILES-There were 357 
Show Car participants pre-registered. 
There were 179 show cars registered at 
the gate.  In addition to the show cars 
there were 14 cars for sale pre-
registered. An additional 13 registered 
at the gate.  The total number of cars for 
sale was 27.  The total number of cars at 
the show was 563. NOTE- Ken Nicholas 
& Don Cooper also reported that there 
were at least 24 Oldsmobiles on swap 

spaces that were not parked in the show 
area or the Cars for Sale lot. This would 
add to the official registered count and 
make 574 Oldsmobiles participating. 
There were 108 cars registered from at 
least 20 different States and Canada 
other than Michigan.  
SWAP MEET- We had 70 vendors pre-
registered reserving 180 spaces.  On the 
show day there were an additional 38 
vendors registered securing 49 spaces 
making a total of 108 vendors 
registering 229 spaces. Last year there 
were 91 vendors and 206 
spaces used.  
DIMONDALE CRUISE- 
There were 79 cars and 174 
people signed up for 
the Friday evening activity 
and it appeared as though 85 
or more cars actually were 
there. Approximately 45 cars 
drove in the caravan from the 
show site to Dimondale.      
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM-
There were 61 cars and 137 
people signed up for the RE 
Olds Museum event.   
ADDITIONAL INFO- There 
were 95 either first time participants or 
haven’t been to a Homecoming show in 
the past two years, up from 9 in 2013.  

The statistics tell the story……it was 
another fantastic show. It would be great 
if you would send an article about your 
Homecoming experience for the 
newsletter. You will read in this issue 
about our long distance award winner, 
Chapter members Jamie and Sherrill 
Cox, who drove from western Canada 
for the show. You will also read why 
Chapter member Dave James couldn’t 
be here to help with the show. Let’s hear 
your story! 

 
Harry Emmons (right) won the painting raffle painted 
and donated by Chapter member Bob Shorman (left). 

 
FROM THE COMMITTEE: Thank you to all that helped with the show. If we didn’t say “thank you” in person it was not 
intentional. Without all of the help from the Chapter members, this show would not be the BIGGEST and BEST Oldsmobile show 
anywhere. We appreciate all of the help we receive each year. Co-Chairs, Ken & Marsha Nicholas and Don & Eva Cooper. The 
Committee- Bill Adcock (Museum), Abel Anzuldua (showfield), Doug & Judy Badgley (volunteers, sponsors), Jim Brehm (set-
up), Troy Collins (Chapter trailer), Phyllis Davidson, (door prizes), Harry & Lori Emmons (clean-up), Terry Friar (signs), Jerry 
Garfield (Treasurer), John Gross (awards), Chris Heminger (trailer parking), Ashley Jones (advertising), Wayne Mason (rentals, 
photographer), Vicki May (clown), Bruce Powelson (photographer), Ed Shand (registration), Bob & Phyllis Shorman (t-shirts), 
John & Betty VanderTuin (swap meet), Dave Violetta (door prizes), Scott Whitaker (equipment), Steve Zaban (publicity). Many 

of the committee 
members have multiple 
tasks they do and 
everybody does a 
fantastic job. In addition 
to the committee there 
are over 100 Chapter 
members, spouses and 
family members and the 
Boy Scouts that make 
our show come 
together.  



           HOMECOMING  IN  REVIEW                                                 SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

 
Curved Dash Olds rides                                                                                                                                      Oldsmobile parts in the swap 

provided by Chapter member,                                                                                           meet space of Chapter members 

Mike Walters                                                                                            Troy Collins & Willis Dennis 

 
                                                                                                                                   Eva Cooper presenting the 

            Appreciation Award to  

    Fusick  Automotive 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEARLY 600 OLDSMOBILES OF ALL YEARS AND ALL MODELS WERE ON DISPLAY 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
                                    BEST OF SHOW AWARD                                                                         SETTING THE PACE AWARD                                                                    HOMECOMING COMMITTEE AWARD                                                                    LAFCU AWARD 

                              1981 Cutlass Diesel-Powered                                                                     1959 Super 88 Convertible                           1968 “Fouranado” 455 engine & Front-wheel drive                                                           1948 Model 66 Oldsmobile 

                    Twikie & Don Murdock, Deckerville, MI                       Eugene Selden, Bellaire, MI                                                                           Fred Mandrick, Phoenix, AZ                                                                                         Al Perales, Holt, MI 

 

Chapter Sales  
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LANSING OR BUST-HOMECOMING 2014 By Jamie & Sherril Cox #337 
 

   On Saturday morning, June 7th, at 6: 10 
a.m., we caught the Swartz Bay ferry to 
Vancouver Tsawwassen terminal, the first 
leg of almost 7,000 miles heading East 
across Canada and the United States.  We 
took the Final 500 Aurora so as to attend 
the Oldsmobile Homecoming Show in 
Lansing, Michigan on June 14th with a car 
cruise the Friday night in Dimondale. The 
beginning of a dream wish for me and for 
Sherrill, a chance to see Canada and the 
USA.    
   Driving through the B.C. mountains 
across Alberta, the Saskatchewan prairies 
and on to Winnipeg, Manitoba was an 
interesting blur of Western Canada in all its 
splendor.  Golden wheat and grain fields 
ripening in the sun, flying by at 120 kms or 
about 77 mph and gas at $ 1.40 per liter or 
about $ 5.32 per gal. Canadian.  
   The Aurora performed very well, 
however, on Day 1 and 2 we used about ½ 
liter of oil per day.  By Day 3 it used no 
more oil, so something must have ‘’freed 
up’’ and was working again with no oil 
loss.  We also worked down to 10.3 liters 
per 100 kms on the gas mileage (that is 
about 23 mpg).  At that speed, fully loaded 
with AC on, we felt it was very good 
mileage.  Previously, about town, we were 
getting 13.5 liters per 100 kms (17 miles 
per gallon).  Just before this trip, we had 
new Michelins installed, a radiator and 
transmission flush so the car was in good 
shape and had only 42,000 kms (26,000 
miles) on the clock.  
   Along the drive, Sherrill managed to 
‘’find’’ 7 quilt or fabric shops, like the one 
called: Hingeley Road Quilt Shop in 
Floodwood, MN (over 6000 bolts of 
fabric).  The counter lady was very 
interesting, in that she rescued horses AND 
was a “car nut” too.  Even the UPS 
delivery man ‘’ogled’’ our Aurora.  
Another shop was Fabric Patch in 
Ironwood, MI also Fabric Chick’s in 
Minden, NV and Expressions In Threads, 
Le Claire, Iowa (home of American 
Pickers). 
   The only weather issue was drenching 
rain about 10 miles from East Lansing 
which was so bad, we were disoriented and 

could not see the road.  We hit the brakes 
hard with our flashers on and wound up on 
the far left side heading to the ditch.  We, 
as did others, pulled over to the far right 
with flashers on to wait out the pelting rain.  
Not sure how we missed getting rear ended 
in that moment.  It was very scary so we 
were lucky!   Typical temperatures were 74 
to 87 degrees F.   
   Arriving a day earlier, we contacted 
Doug and Judy Badgley for a visit and 
ended up with a tour of their private 
Oldsmobile collection of memorabilia from 
the past 75 years of Olds eras (thousands of 
items to feast our eyes on, almost every 
Olds item ever made!).  After a nice lunch, 
we toured their “pole barns” to see more 
parts and several key Oldsmobile 
collectible cars, included a Pace Car and 4 
Oldsmobile go-carts.   Judy had graciously 
secured a Center Link for our ’63 Starfire 
and Doug found a NOS 14 inch rim for it 
too.  We could have stayed several days 
looking at all their years of treasures!  Next 
day, we took the Aurora in for an oil 
service at Badgley’s Garage –one of the 
oldest service station in Lansing.  Their 2 
boys – now the 4th generation -- operate 
the garage.  Calvin did a first class service 
and check on the Aurora—we noted he had 
one too!  While we were there, a 3rd Final 
500 Aurora pulled in for service too.  We 
met Kevin Korff and his son Brent from 
Evansville, IN, as well as Kevin’s Dad 
(who owns a ‘62 Starfire).  Brent was kind 
enough to do an excellent detailed wash on 
our car to get it ready for the show.  By the 
way, Kevin has started a roster to register 
and collect data on the Final 500 
Auroras...so anyone can now send Aurora 
information to him.  Ours is # 98.  

 

   We must mention touring the R E Olds 
Transportation Museum for 3.5 hours and a 
discussion with Bill Adcock, Museum 
Director.  Wonderful cars and memorabilia 
with a huge support library of past 
Oldsmobile information (call Tuesday for 
answers to your questions).  Of course, 
they had a ’63 Starfire Coupe on display. 
   The Dimondale cruise was great and we 
had a wonderful dinner at MIKE’s Café.  
There was a great street band with dozens 
of Oldsmobiles to ogle.  Oldsmobile’s 
Homecoming Saturday: arrived about 
07:20 and started right off visiting the 
vendors.  We had arranged to purchase 
items from Fusick so we found them, also 
items from Steve DeNovi and others but 
took a while to see & find them in the 
crowd of about 700 cars and 80 vendors!  
We met many Ontario Canadian friends 
and made new ones too.  The day was too 
short to visit and see all the great 
Oldsmobile crop of the best selection ever.  
Even saw an original 1963 Dynamic 88 
sedan For Sale at $5,000.  We found many 
of those special hard to find parts for 
ourselves and others.  By 4:30 it was all 
over – we walked away with the Long 
Distance Award (2,650 miles).  Would we 
do it again: of course, given the right 
circumstances, but it is a long and costly 5 
day drive for a one day event.  
   The next day (Sunday), we headed to 
London, Ontario, via the Blue Water 
Bridge at Sarnia, passing over gorgeous 
deep blue water on the St. Claire River! No 
border troubles, an easy crossing into 
Canada.  Car friends in London (Don Gent) 
who are restoring a 1963 Olds 98 white 
sedan, now with a blue Starfire interior, 
met us at the hotel and took us to their local 
Canadian Tire cruise night. There were 
about 250 cars, perfect weather, great 
music and more classics to see…even 7 
Oldsmobiles amongst the lot!     
   We then headed to Breslau, near 
Kitchener just off the 401, to visit my 
cousin and see their new home in a new 
subdivision.  We noted the huge 
development of new homes.  Next stop was 
Toronto to visit my son and granddaughter 
with his spouse and her daughter.  What a 
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delightful treat to see them all and get 
caught up.  We also had a ‘’blended 
family’’ dinner out at a local Cabbage 
Town pub.  The following day was spent 
visiting my sister, brother-in-law and 
cousin at their new home in New Market, a 
bedroom city north of Toronto.  We noted 
the homes all built up along the way, again 
blending in town after town.  Ontario has 
about 15 million people…all ‘’going and 
doing‘’.  We were happy to leave it behind 
for the tranquility of our small acreage in 
North Saanich, on Vancouver Island, B.C. 
about 3,000 miles west. 
   On Thursday, June 19th, we headed west 
via the Blue Water Bridge border crossing 
into Michigan to look at a 1963 
Oldsmobile Starfire convertible.  The car 
has been lying in pieces at Witt Motors, 
Muskegon, just on the shores of Lake 
Michigan.  Chicago is 3 hours due South.  
We had a good conversation with Archer, 
the Service Manager about this car and its 
situation or lack of progress.  The Owner 
had started a frame-off restoration but ran 
out of funds due to various personal 
circumstances.  He wanted to sell it “as is”.  
The motor & transmission have been 
rebuilt and the body is sitting on a 
rotisserie awaiting further progress.  The 
rest of the car is in boxes and has been that 
way for about 7 years.  It is a light blue 
exterior with a blue color interior and 
needs total restoration to get it back on the 
road.  We made no commitments as it is (or 
will be) a massive job to do.  
   The following day we drove to Nebraska, 
well on our way to Minden, Nevada, for 
the National Antique Oldsmobile Club 

show.  We followed Highway 80 West 
with typical speeds of 75 mph.   We were 
pleasantly surprised at the light traffic and 
how great the interstate was.  We managed 
to visit Kearney, Nebraska, to tour their 
Classic Car Museum of 191 cars and 
memorabilia.  They even had a 1964 
Oldsmobile Starfire convertible.  A worthy 
stop for anyone.     
   We reached Minden, NV by Monday 
night to begin our stay at the Carson Valley 
Inn.  This whole area is a special gem 
located in a wide valley surrounded by 
mountains…mainly a mining industry for 
all types of minerals and precious gems 
such as gold, copper and silver.  
   NAOC had about 60 great Oldsmobiles 
from 1903 to our 2003 Aurora.  The main 
focus of this club is centered on the 1950’s 
Olds ‘Rocket 88’ cars.  We had many fine 
examples attending with smatterings of 
‘60’s and ‘70’s Oldsmobiles too.  This 
hotel had a Casino so our meals were very 
inexpensive, huge portions, great variety 
and open 24/7.  With a breakfast special of 
eggs benedict at $4.99 and dinner well 
under $10, we could be found at the same 
table day after day.  I’m sure we gained 
considerable weight!  
   Several highlights of the NAOC events 
were: Tour of the State Museum in Carson 
City complete with a special silver Olds 
medallion ($100 for about 22 oz. of pure 
silver) with ONLY 100 made.  We lucked 
out by our purchase of # 63 medallion to 
go with our 1963 Olds Starfire.  There was 
a tour of a private Classic Car Museum just 
3 blocks from our hotel, owned by a Mr. 
Bacon.  He had about 66 fully restored 

cars, mainly from the 1900 to 1930’s time 
frame, of ALL different model types–even 
an Oldsmobile.  We had a great tour of the 
Nevada State Railway Museum and how 
railroads helped to open the west.  A real 
pleasure to see this. 
   The NAOC Long distance award went to 
a family from New Hampshire who drove 
their 1970 Olds Vista Cruiser station 
wagon all the way to the event.  
Unfortunately our Final 500 Aurora is too 
new to qualify for NAOC awards.  Also in 
attendance, we found a 2nd Final 500 
Aurora.  We organized a photo session 
with the 1903 Curved Dash Olds of Neil 
Matranga and the 2 Final 500 
Aurora’s…representing 100 Years of 
Oldsmobile.  The swap meet was 
disappointing with only a few vendors…so 
no luck on picking up some specialty parts 
for our Starfire. 
   Our departure of June 29th, saw us arrive 
back home by June 30th late evening. We 
got lucky with the Port Angeles Ferry–
being the last stand-by to get on at 5:30 pm 
with no reservation.  No issues coming into 
Canada and arriving home after 24 days on 
the road.  The Aurora came through this 
trip safe and sound and trouble free.  
Now the clean-up, unpacking, sorting out 
‘goodies’ we found and replies to promises 
made over the trip to new and old friends.  
We love retirement!  We look forward to 
the next Oldsmobile event, July 19th at 
Olds, Alberta, with the Northern Lights 
Oldsmobile Club’s annual meet.  Safe 
travels everyone.  

WHO AM I 
   The Answer is Ron Reichle, Chapter 
member #109. Ron joined the R. E. Olds 
Chapter in May, 1989 and the Olds Club of 
America in 1992. He has attended 
Homecoming nearly every year until 2010. 
He helped in parking set up for the 
Homecoming shows and in 2008 and 2009 
he agreed to take charge of the parking. In 
2009 he was awarded “Member of the 
Year”.  
   From Ron, “I was grateful, humbled, and 
honored to be chosen as we had many 
deserving members. In 2014 I was asked to 
select a car to be the winner of the new 

annual award “Setting the Pace” in memory 
of Helen Earley and Jim Walkinshaw. This 
was an honor and I appreciate the 

confidence given to me. As I wrote in an 
article in this publication in 1992, I’ve 
always had a nostalgic interest in the cars of 
the ‘50s and ‘60s. They were distinctive and 
very identifiable, unlike most of the cars of 
today. I support the efforts of our Olds 
Chapter and OCA to keep the heritage and 
history of Oldsmobile visible and 
preserved.” 
Send your “WHO AM I” article to Judy 
Badgley, contact info on page 2. Tell us 
about yourself and how or why you are 
interested in cars or Oldsmobiles.
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WHY I CAN’T HELP AT HOMECOMING by David James, member # 294 
   
   So what is your excuse for not helping 
at our Oldsmobile Homecoming? Well 
here is mine, not sure if it is good enough 
or not, but here I go. Since moving up 
here from Ohio to Conway Twp. (near 
Webberville) I have been employed by 
Pratt and Miller Engineering. Not sure if 
you remember them, they made the 
Aurora GT car back in the 90's. Anyway 
for most of the last 15 years (I would say 
12 of them that was at the same time as 
the Homecoming) I have been to France, 
in particular Lemans, working the 24 
hour race. I don't know if you know 
anything about it but it is the biggest 
single sporting event in the world and 
also the top-of-the-top in sports car 
endurance road racing.  
   Working this race is more than simply 
racing for 24 hours straight and yes, the 

same crew works the whole race. It starts 
way before the race as we pack our old 
truck and trailer and ship it over by ship. 
That is on the way in early May.  
Days 1 & 2- Rich and I fly over to 
Liverpool, England to get the truck and 
proceed 250 miles to Portsmouth, 
England. Then we get on the ferry to 
cross over to France.  
Day 3-Wake up today, it is 2 ½ weeks 
before the race. We drive to Lemans 

taking 2-track roads and the Motor Way 
Highway (as we call it), get there 
around noon and park. Then we put in 6 
or 7 hours setting things up and 
unloading our other parts which were 
shipped days before.  
Day 4-we work a 10-12 hour day getting 
more unloaded put away and set up some 
things. The rest of the team flies over and 
we meet at hotel.  
Days 5 & 6- set up and get cars ready. 
Still trying to get used to the 6 hour 
earlier time zone.  
Day 7-is tech and final work on the cars 
for 8 hours on the track road which is 
8.468 miles long. Another simple day of 
16 hours or more.  
Day 8- is filled with working on the car 
after the track time.  
Days 9, 10 & 11- some work but also 

time off easy days, as we 
have had time to go out and 
see some of Europe that 
would be another story.  
Days 12, 13, 14 & 15-The 
weekend sneaks up and we 
are hard at work doing 
everything, no less than 12 
hours a day. Days 16 & 17 
Wednesday and Thursday we 
are on track again till mid 
night but with 
the ACO 
impounding 

the cars till 2 am and then 
back at track by 8. The 
days do get long.  
Day 18- Friday is prep, 
another 14 hour day 
easily.  
Day 19 & 20- Saturday is 
race day- at track by 6 
am race started at 3 this 
year  and of course ends 
at 3 Sunday afternoon. 

Then we pick up some stuff and wait for 
the cars to be released… another 4 hours. 
Then clean the car up and get it ready to 
ship back home. Go get something to eat 
and head towards the hotel. Oh by the 
way Saturday was the Oldsmobile 
Homecoming, which I missed.  
Day 21-Then Monday we head to the 
track by 8:30 and pack everything up and 
ship it all back. Rich and I get cleaned up 
and drive to Ouisreham, France to catch 
the ferry which this year was messed up. 
Get on the ferry at 11:15 pm.  
Day 22- the ride across the English 
Channel in 7 hours. Another night of not 
much sleep.  
Day 23-We drive up to Liverpool drop 
truck off and head to Manchester and 
wait for our flight. 
 Day 24-Wednesday morning, fly home.  
 
As I write this I am sitting in the Atlanta, 
GA airport waiting again to go back to 
Flint, MI.  Home by midnight and back 
to work on Friday. So tell me what is 
your excuse for not going to the 
Homecoming or at least helping with it? 
We have won the class there 7 out of 15 
years and have “podiumed” 12 out of 15. 
Not too bad!!   

 

TO OUR NEW MEMBERS       Don Gent 
Bill & Becky 
Reader 
Boardman, OH 
1985 Toronado 

 
      Paul Tarr 
      Lansing, MI 
      1975 88 Royale Conv. 
 

Eugene Selden 
Bellaire MI   
1959 Super 88 convertible 

 
 
Dale Suich 
Dearborn, MI     
2002 Intrigue 

 

Lynn & Yvonne Smith 
Greenwood, IN      
1969 Cutlass Convertible 
1962 Starfire Convertible 
 
Nick Sattereli 
Mt. Pleasant, TN 

 1963 Starfire 
 

London, Ontario, Canada 
1963 98 4-door 
 

Dave Sonnenberg 
Lansing, MI 
1998 88 /2002 Alero GL2 
 

Charles & Lynn Osgerby 
Caledonia MI 
1955 Holiday Coupe 
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R.E. Olds Chapter  
General Session Meeting 
June 3, 2014 
  
President, Bruce Powelson called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
There were 35 members present at the meeting.  There 
was 1 guest present.  Two new members attended for the 
first time.  
Presidents Report: Bruce Powelson 
   Welcome, Introductions (New Members, 
Guests) The membership introduced themselves.  Some 
members had items of interest to share with the 
membership and the items were passed around. 
   Board Meeting Items: There was no Board meeting 
this month and nothing to bring forth to the membership. 
   Special items 
1.Route 66 Adventure update: 35 have signed up so 
far.  The website is complete and all the information 
needed is there.  This is a 10-day Route 66 Motor Tour 
being planned for October 8 to 19, 2014.  Craig Parrish 
is the head of it and has made several trips along this 
route to set up host hotels and car cruise-ins every night 
for those wanting to attend. If you would like to join this 
tour - either the full tour or just a part - in a classic vehicle 
or your daily driver - 
Please contact Craig Parrish 517-881-2329 to register, 
cost $40.00 (includes a t-shirt and a 'cling-on' for your 
window stating you on the Route 66 Motor Tour).  Web 
site:  National Route 66 Motor Tour  Also, Eva Cooper 
is keeping a record of Chapter members who are going 
so let her know if you sign up with Craig Parrish 
2. Howell Area Historical Society and car show is 
scheduled for August 16, 2014 from 10:00 am – 4:00pm. 
Detailed information is on the 
website. http://www.howellareahistoricalsociety.org/ev
ents.html 
Vice Presidents Report/Programs: Chris Heminger: 
Darrell Benedict will be our guest speaker next 
month.  He will be speaking on body shop repairs. 
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand presented the minutes of 
the general session meeting for May 2014 and opened 
for discussion. There was no discussion.  Chris 
Heminger motioned to accept the minutes as read. Jim 
Brehm seconded the motion. The membership approved 
the motion. 
By-Laws Chairman Report: Troy Collins: Bylaws 
change regarding OCA Membership requirements was 
included in the May/June newsletter.  Do any members 
have any questions regarding the changes?  There were 
none. Judy Badgley will send a ballot with the July 
newsletter.  For those receiving the newsletter 
electronically, the ballot will be part of the 
email.  Complete the ballot and forward the email to 
Troy Collins. Please complete the paper ballot and return 
it to Troy Collins. 
Membership Chairman Report: Don Cooper reported: 
New Members: We have four new members this month. 
We now have 147 active members representing 291 cars. 
We have gained 20 new members since November 1, 
2013. We have 32 members yet to renew their 
membership. 
OCA Chapter Representative Report:  Eva Cooper 
reported: there was nothing new from OCA and therefore 
nothing to report. 
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas: The OCA election is 
finalized and Jerry Wilson was elected president with 
write in votes.  Lynn Shipley was elected treasurer with 
write in votes.  Vicki May and Ken Nicholas were 
elected as our Zone Representatives.  There is no old 
board left and it would appear that the OCA organization 
can now move forward.  There were 380 votes for Jerry 
Wilson. 
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock was not 
present.  The Museum surprise mentioned during the 
May meeting is there was a donation to the museum with 
a beautiful gold 1966 Toronado. 

Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley: the next newsletter 
is going out on July 1st.  Please be sure to complete the 
ballot included and return it.  Those receiving the 
newsletter electronically, the ballot will be part of the 
email.  We are always in need of additional 
articles.  Especially “Who Am I” articles. 
Old Business: 
   Homecoming: Ken Nicholas:  The arrangements are 
going well.  Homecoming is less than two weeks away. 
The volunteer list has one opening for an assignment. 
Ken showed a T-shirts sample, nice blue. 
Registration statistics were provided by Ed Shand 
   Remembrance – Jim Walkinshaw   on May 12th the 
Chapter presented the Jim Walkinshaw memorial plaque 
to the museum.  The memorial was presented during the 
annual volunteer’s dinner.  Some chapter members made 
some wonderful deserts.  Jim’s wife Janet was there to 
receive the memorial.  
New Business: 
   Operations budget: Possible modifications were 
discussed, there were none.  
   Chapter Picnic: 3rd annual on Sunday August 
10th.  It’s a pot luck being held at the museum.  Dig 
around in your basement or garage and bring a white 
elephant item to trade.  The Chapter will provide 
meat.  Member’s preferred pulled pork if available. 
   Chapter 25 year patches: Wayne Mason has four 25 
year patches left they are for sale at $4.00 each 
   NAOC show: Max Hineman is going to the meeting in 
Carson City Nevada.  Do any that are NAOC members 
have anything for the board to address?  No input was 
received. 
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made by Jim Brehm and supported by Jim 
Harsant.  The motion was carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary.  
 
There were no expenditures approved.  
 
R.E. Olds Chapter  
General Session Meeting 
July 1, 2014 
 
Presidents Report:  Bruce Powelson:  Pres. Powelson 
called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM. 
There were 34 members present at the meeting including 
2 guests. 
   Special items:  Route 66 tour update:  Bruce asked 
Eva for an update on the tour.  Eva said she spoke with 
Craig Parish yesterday.  There are 37 pre-registered and 
20 of them are from MI.  He is encouraged with the 
interest shown and is getting a lot of emails on the 
tour.  The $40.00 registration charge covers the t-shirt 
and window cling-on with $12.00 going to the Route 66 
restoration fund. 
Craig is planning a pre-caravan on Oct. 8 from Jackson, 
MI to Joliet, IL.  The caravan will leave at 8 a.m. from 
the Meijer parking lot on Airport Road then on to I-94 
and I-80 to Joliet. 
Vice Presidents Report/Programs: Chris 
Heminger:  Darrel Benedict, chapter member and owner 
of Benedict Auto Body in Mason, will be our speaker 
tonight.  He will be talking about - what else but - auto 
body repair.  
Secretaries Report:  Eva Cooper read the minutes of 
the general session meeting for June 3, 2014 were 
presented to the membership and opened for 
discussion.  Harry Emmons motioned to accept the 
minutes as read.  Steve Zaban seconded the motion.  The 
membership approved the motion. 
By-Laws Chairman Report: Troy Collins: In the 
newsletter going out on Wednesday, there is a ballot for 
the bylaw changes that are proposed.  Members are asked 
to vote on the ballot and mail them to Troy 
Collins.  Members, receiving their newsletter via email, 
will be mailed out a ballot to return via the post office. 

Membership Chairman Report: Don 
Cooper reported:  Since November 1, 2013 we have 
gained 23 new members.  As of today, we have 22 
members that have not renewed their membership. These 
members will be removed from the membership on July 
15, 2014. We have 5 new members this month. 
OCA Chapter Representative Report:  Eva Cooper 
reported:  There is nothing to report. 
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas:  We are getting 
ready for OCA National meet in Cincinnati.  The OCA 
board is excited about the newly elected board members. 
Ken said there are a few motions already made – Ken 
presented a motion to shorten the terms of board 
members from 4 years to 2 years.  Another motion on 
floor is to increase OCA’s donations to the R. E. Olds 
Transportation Museum.  In our zone, the Eastern Great 
Lakes, we have a new zone director, Vicki May, from 
our Chapter.  
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock reported that the 
REO meet is being held at the Crowne Plaza on Creyts 
Road on July 17. They are expecting a good turn-out for 
the show. Bill said the Museum’s car show is 4 weeks 
away - July 26.Also, Bill will be speaking to the OCA 
Board at their meeting in Cincinnati. 
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley said the newsletter 
will be mailed out tomorrow.  She encouraged members 
to write up a ‘Who Am I‘ article for the newsletter. 
Roster:   Judy Badgley proposed printing a roster of the 
Chapter members.  At the Board meeting, it was agreed 
the format would include:  name, city and state, member 
number, and the date the member joined along with a list 
of Oldsmobiles owned.  Street addresses, phone numbers 
or email addresses would NOT be included.   She 
planned to hand this roster out at the banquet and non-
attendances would be mailed one upon request.  Anyone 
not wanting to be included in this for-members-only 
roster should contact Judy Badgley before September. 
Old Business: 
   Homecoming 2014 Report:  Ed Shand emailed his 
updated Homecoming report: See article in this issue for 
statistics. Ken Nicholas stated the show went very well 
and there were no problems to speak of.  The Eaton Co. 
Sheriffs reported there were not any incidences on show 
day or at the hotels. Ken said a drone flew over the show 
and took video’s of the show field.  It is on You Tube on 
line. The video shows the whole area.  By viewing this 
video we can use it for some planning next year. Steve 
Zaban sent this You Tube video to the news media 
hoping it will help next year. Ken stated the HC 
committee is looking at a different sound system next 
year. Shortage of spectator parking problem:  Ken and 
Don checked out the spectator parking lots and seen 
where some trailers were parking in these lots.  This is 
something that needs to be remedied next year as they 
are taking up several parking spaces for spectator cars 
when there is plenty of trailer parking spaces available in 
the trailer lot.  They also noticed there were 
approximately 20 to 25 Oldsmobiles parked in the 
spectator lots instead of registering for the show. 
New Business: 
None 
  
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Chris 
Heminger and supported by Jerry Garfield.  The motion 
was carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted:  Eva Cooper, Acting Secretary. 
  
There were no expenditures approved at this meeting. 

http://www.howellareahistoricalsociety.org/events.html
http://www.howellareahistoricalsociety.org/events.html


 
 

HURST/OLDS  AND  PACE  CARS  ATTEND  THE  OLDSMOBILE  HOMECOMING 

 
At right is the R. E. Olds Museum raffle car a 1988 Indy Pace Car.  
Get your tickets now $20 each or 3 for $50. Drawing is 11-10-14. 
Contact the Museum at 517-372-0529 or reoldsmuseum.org.  
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