
CHAPTER    PICNIC   AND   AUCTION 
Secret packages and fast bidding raise $$$ for the museum. 

Auctioneers Vicki May and Steve Zaban worked hard. Ashley Jones won the BIG ticket items! 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  More on the Annual Chapter Picnic
     28th Street Cruise   

Chapter members drive Old 27 Tour  
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2013 R. E. Olds Chapter 
Board of Directors 

President
Vicki May 
616-250-1568 
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com 

Vice-President 
Chris Heminger 
517-655-3514 
clheminger@wowway.com 

Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 

Treasurer 
Jerry Garfield 
517-878-5095 
lastolds@wowway.com 

Membership Coordinator 
Don Cooper 
517-290-7455 
Coopsledg@aol.com  

OCA Representative 
Eva Cooper 
517-290-8451 
Coopsledg@aol.com  

Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
517-388-1265 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net  

By-Laws Coordinator
Troy Collins 
517-646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 

Board members are elected for a one-year 
period of time at the Annual Banquet 
Meeting. Officers assume their office 
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year 
in which they are elected.  

General Club meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of the month at various 
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds 
Museum in Lansing. Contact Vicki 
May at the number shown above for 
more information. 

Editor’s message……. 
I hope to see you all at the Annual Banquet, we have a lot of fun and it is a great 
time to get to know each other. Remember to bring an Oldsmobilia item to 
display. It can be as simple as a favorite photo of your Oldsmobile to a colorful 
neon sign and anything in between. It always interesting to see what other people 
collect.

The last issue of Rocket Review had stories written by many different members. I 
received many comments on how much they enjoyed the issue. That tells me that 
the membership wants to read what YOU have to write. How about taking a few 
minutes and writing something about what you and your Oldsmobile did this 
past summer. Whether it is a local cruise to a drive-in, car show, just a Sunday 
drive or even if you are working on a restoration of your Olds. Let me know. I 
can help with “polishing” the story if you are worried about that. Include a photo 
or two or three and send it along. You could also send in YOUR story for the 
Who AM I series. YOU are what make this newsletter interesting to read, so 
take a few minutes and tell us what is happening with you and your Oldsmobile.  

Until we meet again……….keep those rockets rolling and stories coming, 
 

Judy Badgley 

Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc.  to Judy Badgley at 
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876 

President’s message….. 
Vicki has been very busy this fall. She hopes to see you all at the banquet.  

When you do see 
her, be sure and 
ask her for her car 
cleaning secrets as 
to how she and 
Wayne were able 
to get their 1968 
Cutlass convertible 
in such pristine 
condition so that 
they won Best of 
Class at the OCA 
National Meet. It 
wasn’t from 
“clowning
around”. If you 
have any tips on 
car cleaning send it 
in to the Editor to 
share with all the 
members.  



NEWSWORTHY    CHAPTER    “STUFF

R. E. Olds Chapter 
Calendar of Events

November-
5 NO MEETING 

16 ANNUAL CHAPTER BANQUET
AND ELECTIONS-reservations 
required, contact Judy Badgley- 517-
256-2336 or djbadgley@gmail.com 

December- 
3 Board Meeting 6 PM  

Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
R. E. Olds Museum 

2014 Happy New Year 
January- 
7 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 

R. E. Olds Museum 

18 Jackson Swap Meet 
 Fairgrounds 

February- 
1 & 2 Kalamazoo Swap Meet 
 Fairgrounds 

4 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
R. E. Olds Museum 

June- 

14 OLDSMOBILE HOMECOMING 
Volunteers Needed 

ROCKET CLASSIFIEDS 
     

For Sale: 1967 Oldsmobile Delta 88 
convertible. All original, with  less than 
65,000 miles. 425 cu. inch engine with 2bbl. 
carburetor. Have not seen another like it at 
any of the Oldsmobile shows. It is one of only 
2300 built. Runs great needs minor touches to 
make it a showstopper. Have to let it go due to 
health reasons. $25,000 or lets deal. Pictures 
available. To see it contact Sherry at 517-290-
6650 or sevic3@aol.com.    

Storage available: Cars, ATV’s, Boats, and 
RV’s all in dry, secured storage building. 
Must be in running condition. Contact 
Badgleys at 517-337-0444. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ORDER NOW  
      FOR CHRISTMAS 
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WHO AM I
Howdy, folks- 
   My first word was probably "car".  I grew up on the border 
of Shiawassee and Clinton Counties.  I was (and in my heart 
still am) a farm boy.  The farmhouse I grew up in Shiawassee 
County was an old Italianate style owned by my dad’s big 
farm employers (who in essence became my godparents).   
   During the seventh grade my folks built a house (I helped 
with the construction) of their own just outside of the small 
village of Elsie on Mead Road in Clinton County.  We moved 
the first Friday in February 1963 to our new oil-heated home.  
My folks would not allow my sister and myself to help with 
the move and during that time many of my “treasures” were 
lost and never to be found again.  This move also meant Dad 
and I no longer had to spend our Sundays in Grandpa’s woods 
sawing wood for heat.   
   During the summer I cultivated 1,200 acres of corn, usually 
twice.  In-between cultivating, I raked hundreds of acres of 
hay for its first and second cutting and once in awhile, a third 
cutting.  In the fall, I also helped deliver ensilage to the bovine 
feed troughs and to the various silos.  At this time a transition 
was being made from the tall, upright cylindrical silos to so-
called “bunker” silos, which were essentially large, three-sided 
storage areas on a concrete platform, to store ensilage. 
   My school system combined with Ovid, when I was a 
freshman in school.  We moved to the new combined high 
school, Ovid-Elsie, in my senior year, making my class the 
first graduating class.  I still think the name should have been 
Elsie-Ovid! 
   I entered Michigan State (Go Green, Go White!) in the fall 
of 1967.  Due to student teaching (at Lowell Community 
Junior High School in Flint), I graduated in December 1971.   

   My Advisor told me a position was available at the Kresge 
Art Center, BUT I had to be enrolled in a Masters program.  I 
was enrolled, interviewed for the job, but the position was 
given to another person.  I decided to substitute teach for the 
remainder of the academic school year and substituted in three 
different school systems. 
   I was hired in the Howell Public School system, and taught 
there for thirty-seven years until retirement.  My main subject 
area was Mechanical Drawing – Beginning, Architectural, and 
Engineering Drawing.  Many of my former students have 
become doctors, lawyers, architects, mechanics, and employed 
in associated areas. 
   Over the time spent teaching, my oeuvre included about 
twenty different courses, including Astronomy and 
Photography. 
   During my teaching career, I also coached Track and Field 
for about 25 years and Cross Country about 30 years. 
   I enjoyed the profession immensely, but it was time to close 
that chapter. 
   With my activities in the club and conversations with our 
members, it is quite apparent I love automobiles—always 
have, always will, and during my ownership of said items, 
own or have owned four convertibles, three SUVs, and an 
Escort G-T that was a riot to drive. My favorite car is a 
Lamborghini Countach.  I am always looking for Diesel-
powered Oldsmobiles at Homecoming. Who am I? 
 Can you guess “who this is”? See if you are right, find the 
answer on page 9.  
   Send your “WHO AM I” article to Judy Badgley, contact 
info on page 2. Tell us about yourself and how or why you are 
interested in cars or Oldsmobiles.  

CHAPTER   MEMBERS   CRUISE   OLD   27  
August 19-25, 2013, vintage cars traveled old US27 from Auburn, Indiana to 
Cheboygan, MI. Some Chapter members enjoyed this nostalgic drive. 
Additionally, several members greeted the participants at stops along the 
way. These pictures were taken at the Lansing stop. These are Jack & Sharon 
McNutt’s 1984 Hurst/Olds and Greg & Linda Rogers’ 1971 Cutlass 
convertible. The Rogers’ car was equipped with “snacks” for travelling!     
How about an article travelers?! 

Back In It's Day, Old U.S. 27 Was The Way...... 
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CHAPTER
HISTORICAL
ARCHIVES
NEEDS

1. Homecoming Posters: pre-1994, 1999, 2002, 2004 
2. Homecoming Dash Plaques: Pre-1996, 1997, 1998, 

2006, 2010 
3. Homecoming T-shirts: Pre-1993, 1994, 1995, 2007, 

2008
If you have any of these items and would like to 
donate them to the Chapter Archives, please 
contact Dave Violetta at 517-669-9246. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Lindsay Rohrbacher 
Eaton Rapids, MI 
1985 Cutlass Salon 

Sandy & Cindy Peters 
St. Louis, MO 
1966 Cutlass Sedan 

Susi  Greiner 
Lansing, MI 
1997 Aurora 

Rod & Lisa Dimon 
Venice, FL 
1970 Cutlass SX Conv. 

Welcome back to former member Rod Dimon (pictured above 
“bribing” a police officer). Rod was Chapter President in 1994. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU………

November-  

4 Ken Lovell 
7 Martha Pregler 
11 Doug Johnston 

Kathy Kilbreath  
14 Tom Robinson 
16 Chuck Goebel 

19 Gary Doty 
21 Dean Trowhill 
23 Harold Leeman 

Andre Shoe 
Bob Shorman 

24 Trena Trowhill 

December-
5 Kimberlee Barber 
14 Annette Morse 
15 Dave Hilliard 

Jack McNutt 
17 Bruce Powelson 
20 Jim Harsant 

Mike Salerno 

23 Jack Speicher  
Debra Wolf 

26 Frank Castle 
Kathy Speicher 

28 Dave Violetta 
29 Aaron Irvine 
30 Marianne

Harrington
31 Karen Wilcox 

Cindy Thayer

HOMECOMING    2014 

The date for the 2014 Homecoming 
is June 14. Mark your calendars 
now and plan to attend. You won’t 
want to miss this outstanding all 
Oldsmobile show.  

The committee has already begun 
the planning for next year. We can 
use some additional committee 
people. If you would like to 
volunteer to help, contact 
Nicholas’s at 517-517-388-1265 or 
517-388-2397. We usually meet the 
3rd Thursday of September, 
October, November, February, 
March, April and May. There are 
experienced committee members to 

help you learn the ropes. 
Please take time to 
volunteer, new ideas are 
always welcome. 

These pictures of a 1953 Fiesta, 
from the 2013 Homecoming are 
from Bob Shorman. 



ANNUAL    R.  E.  OLDS   CHAPTER   PICNIC   AUGUST 11, 2013 

   Our annual 
picnic was held 
on a wonderful 
Sunday
afternoon with 
about 40 
members and 
family in 
attendance.   
   Tables were set 
in the R. E. Olds 
Museum gallery 
for our indoor 
picnic with a 
great view of all 
the museum 
displays while 
we ate. Everyone 
was asked to 
provide a dish to 
share and 
members came through providing an abundance of 
great food. The Chapter provided both pulled pork and 
pulled chicken for the meat dish. Lemonade and iced 
tea were also provided. No body left hungry! 
   In addition to a dish to pass, those attending were 

asked to bring a “white elephant” item that was either 
wrapped or bagged so the item(s) couldn’t be seen. A 
white elephant item could be anything either 
Oldsmobile/auto related or not.  Once we had eaten it 
was time for the fun to begin. There were 2-8ft tables 
covered with secret items that piqued everyone’s 
interest. Before the bidding started, Vicki explained 
that all the proceeds from the auction would be 
donated to the R. E. Olds Museum.  

     Auctioneers Vicki 
May and Steve Zaban 
started by holding an 
item up for members to 
start the bidding. Some 
members had written 
clever hints on the 
outside of the package to 
help boost the bidding.

The bidding got a little lively as Steve and 
Vicki started the auction. As each item was 
sold, the winner opened the package to 
reveal what they had purchased. Everything 
from a Christmas Grinch to a vintage tennis 
racket and many unique Oldsmobile items 
were revealed.

When the bidding was all said and done, a nice stack 
of $164 was presented to Museum Director, Bill 
Adcock by Chapter Treasurer Jerry Garfield.

It was a beautiful, sunny day for the Oldsmobiles to be 
displayed in the grassy lot adjacent to the Museum. 14 
Oldsmobiles were there ranging from Dave and Peg 
Lehnen’s 1946 to Ron and Sharon Severance’s 2002 
Final 500 Intrigue. There was at least one 
representative of each of the decades between those, 
too.

The final item of the day was to distribute the unusual 
table centerpieces provided by Vicki May. A sticker 
on a chair at each table identified the lucky recipient. 
With that done, the day concluded with everyone 
looking forward to a 2014 picnic.

6



ANNUAL    R.  E.  OLDS   CHAPTER   PICNIC   AUGUST 11, 2013 

   Our annual 
picnic was held 
on a wonderful 
Sunday
afternoon with 
about 40 
members and 
family in 
attendance.   
   Tables were set 
in the R. E. Olds 
Museum gallery 
for our indoor 
picnic with a 
great view of all 
the museum 
displays while 
we ate. Everyone 
was asked to 
provide a dish to 
share and 
members came through providing an abundance of 
great food. The Chapter provided both pulled pork and 
pulled chicken for the meat dish. Lemonade and iced 
tea were also provided. No body left hungry! 
   In addition to a dish to pass, those attending were 

asked to bring a “white elephant” item that was either 
wrapped or bagged so the item(s) couldn’t be seen. A 
white elephant item could be anything either 
Oldsmobile/auto related or not.  Once we had eaten it 
was time for the fun to begin. There were 2-8ft tables 
covered with secret items that piqued everyone’s 
interest. Before the bidding started, Vicki explained 
that all the proceeds from the auction would be 
donated to the R. E. Olds Museum.  

     Auctioneers Vicki 
May and Steve Zaban 
started by holding an 
item up for members to 
start the bidding. Some 
members had written 
clever hints on the 
outside of the package to 
help boost the bidding.

The bidding got a little lively as Steve and 
Vicki started the auction. As each item was 
sold, the winner opened the package to 
reveal what they had purchased. Everything 
from a Christmas Grinch to a vintage tennis 
racket and many unique Oldsmobile items 
were revealed.

When the bidding was all said and done, a nice stack 
of $164 was presented to Museum Director, Bill 
Adcock by Chapter Treasurer Jerry Garfield.

It was a beautiful, sunny day for the Oldsmobiles to be 
displayed in the grassy lot adjacent to the Museum. 14 
Oldsmobiles were there ranging from Dave and Peg 
Lehnen’s 1946 to Ron and Sharon Severance’s 2002 
Final 500 Intrigue. There was at least one 
representative of each of the decades between those, 
too.

The final item of the day was to distribute the unusual 
table centerpieces provided by Vicki May. A sticker 
on a chair at each table identified the lucky recipient. 
With that done, the day concluded with everyone 
looking forward to a 2014 picnic.

7



 8

28th Street Metro Cruise, Grand Rapids from Eva Cooper 

 Date:  September 24,  Time:  8 a.m.,  On a 
clear, crisp morning our group was 
assembled by Mike Ross at  McDonalds 
north of Grand Ledge.  Our mission, if we 
chose to go, would be to proceed to Harvey 
Cadillac on 28th Street in Grand Rapids.  
Mike had gathered 14 beautiful Oldsmobiles 
to proceed to this destination.   
   With our fearless leader, Mike Ross, 
leading the way, we left our gathering place 
at 9:10 a.m., and made the approach to I-96, 
where upon drawing many stares, smiles and 
waves from passing vehicles.  We arrived at 
our destination, Harvey Cadillac, 28th street, 
Grand Rapids at 10 a.m. 
   Being the gracious host that Mr. Leese 
(owner of the dealership) is, he provided 
reserved, curb side parking in front of his 
dealership for Oldsmobiles only.  We also 
had the luxury of using his dealership  

facilities along with free popcorn and a food vendor on site.  At the 
dealership, we connected with approximately 10 more Chapter members 
and their Oldsmobiles that had traveled from different points of the 
compass.   
   Our Chapter members sat in the shade of the ‘Easy-Up” tents, we 
brought with us, and watched the traffic of many, many classic and 
modified vehicles drive by.  We saw a motorized yellow banana about 20 
feet long, a 15 foot high motorized yellow Tonka truck and a horse with a 
steering wheel instead of a saddle horn driving by.  What a show! 

Photos courtesy of Bruce 
Powelson.
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28th STREET OUTING, CONTINUED 

FROM THE R. E. OLDS MUSEUM 
If you haven’t already got your tickets for the R. E. Olds Museum raffle car, you 
better get them soon. This year the raffle car is a 1985 442 t-top car with less 
than 12,000 miles. Tickets are $20 each or 3 for $50 and they are selling better 
than ever. Call 517-372-0529 or go to reolds.org (Events & Media tab) to order 
your tickets. They are only selling 2000 tickets, so your odds are great. Use the 
insert in this issue to order your tickets. Don’t wait until it’s too late, this is a 
great opportunity to win a car AND support the museum.  

The drawing is November 11, 2013. 

WHO AM  I 
Did you guess?  The answer is 
Bruce Powelson.  Bruce joined 
the R. E. Olds   Chapter in July 
2007. He is usually at our 
monthly meetings, driving from 
Howell to attend. He is often 
seen with his camera taking 
pictures of our activities and 
generously provides CD’s of the 
photos to the newsletter and the 
archive files. He also volunteers 
at the annual Homecoming 
show. Plan to see more of him as 
he continues to be willing to     

   help the Chapter. 
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OLDSMOBILE   SPOKESPERSON   AND   50’s  SINGING   SENSATION 
PATTI   PAGE   PASSES 

This article was originally printed in Hemmings motor news and was provided to us by Terry Pinkney. 
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R. E. Olds Chapter 
General Session Meeting
September 3, 2013 

President, Vicki May 
called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM. 

There were 29 present at the meeting.  There 
were no guests present. 
Presidents Report: Welcome, Introductions 
The membership introduced themselves and 
provided items of interest to those present. 
Board Meeting Items: There was no Board 
meeting tonight and no items to bring forth to 
the membership. 
Special items: Thank you Mike Ross for 
arranging the 28th street cruise activity for the 
Chapter in Grand Rapids.  Those attending 
had a wonderful time and the weather was 
great.
Vice Presidents Report/Programs: Chris 
Heminger reported that  Bill Porterfield 
cancelled his presentation for October due to 
scheduling conflicts.  He will reschedule in 
the Spring.  
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand presented the
minutes of the general session meeting for 
August 6, and were opened for discussion. 
Eva Cooper motioned to accept the minutes as 
read.  Jim Brehm seconded the motion. The 
membership approved the motion. 
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley requested 
to please send stories or articles for upcoming 
issues.Judy thanks those submitting articles 
from the nationals. Vicki complimented Judy 
for the excellent job on newsletter.  The 
membership applauded.   
By-Laws/Elections Chairman Report: Troy 
Collins reported updates of the bylaws will be 
completed in the future. 
There is at least one nomination for each 
officer position received to date.  Other 
nominations are welcomed prior to the 
election in November. Please send any 
nominations to Troy.  Be sure to have the 
consent of the person being nominated prior to 
providing the name to Troy. 
Membership Chairman Report: Don 
Cooper reported there was one new member 
this past month: Lindsay Rohrbacher Eaton 
Rapids, MI  She has a 1985 Cutlass Salon 
OCA Chapter Representative Report:  Eva 
Cooper reported, no items to report.  
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas:  Ken was 
not present and there was no information to 
report.
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock 
reports  the museum is right on budget with 
the exception donations. One major 
contributor passed away and we lost that trust 
amount. We have 4 events scheduled, one 
wedding and 3 fund raisers.  Overall the 
museum is doing very well. 
Old Business: 
1. November 16th Annual banquet.  The 

annual meeting will be held at the 

museum.  Additional information will be 
provided to all members in the future. 

2. Again if you have any additional 
nominations for officer positions, please 
provide them to Troy. 

3. There is a committee researching the 
suggestion for a portrait of Jim 
Walkinshaw.  The committee members 
are Jerry Garfield, Judy and Doug 
Badgley and Dave and Peg Lehnen. 

New Business: 
1. Steve Zaban provided an update on the 
Auburn Auction.  He sold two cars.  It was a 
very exciting time.  He had 9 tickets to give 
away. It was a great experience. 
2. Leslie car show on Saturday September 7th.  
Show starts at 10 AM  

Motion to Adjourn: 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Jim Brehm and supported by harry Emmons.  
The motion was carried. 

Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary. 

R. E. Olds Chapter 
General Session Meeting 

October 1, 2013 

Vice President, Chris Heminger called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
There were 23 present at the meeting.  There 
were no guests. 
Presidents Report: Chris Heminger reported 
in Vicki May’s absence 
1.      Welcome, Introductions (New Members, 
Guests) those present introduced themselves 
and some had items of interest to present and 
olds memorabilia items. 
Board Meeting Items: The Board thanks the 
Badgleys, Jerry Garfield and the Coopers for 
arranging the details for the Chapter picnic. 
Vice Presidents Report/Programs:  
Chris Heminger: No report tonight since Chris 
was acting President. 
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand read the 
minutes from September, 2013. Jim Brehm 
motioned to accept the minutes as read.  Jim 
Harsant seconded the motion. The 
membership approved the motion. 
Newsletter Report: There was no report from 
Judy at this meeting. 
By-Laws/Elections Chairman Report:
1.Troy Collins reported that sections of the 
bylaws will change due to the OCA changes 
in their bylaws.  The changes deal with 
membership requirements for Chapter 
members and the elimination of the 
requirement to join OCA.  The change also 
has an effect on associate membership status.   
2. Nomination for the upcoming election has 
not changed since last month.  Bruce 
Powelson has been nominated for President, 
Chris Heminger for Vice President, Ed Shand 
for Secretary, Jerry Garfield Treasurer, Eva 
Cooper OCA Representative, if there are any 

other nominations, they need to be sent to 
Troy Collins with the person acknowledging 
to run for that position. 
Membership Chairman Report: Don 
Cooper reported that we have two new 
members, Raymond Peters of St. Louis , MO, 
he has a 1966 Cutlass Sedan and Susi Greiner 
of Lansing MI, has a 1997 Aurora.  Although 
we had some members drop from the 
enrollment our numbers remain basically the 
same as new members enroll. Member 
retention letters/calls Don asked if everyone 
received a call from the phone tree.  Some 
indicated that they did not.  Don will review 
the phone tree process. 
OCA Chapter Representative Report:  Eva 
Cooper reported: No new information to 
report.
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas said things 
are going well at OCA and nothing to report. 
Museum Liaison Report: In Bill Adcock’s 
absence Jerry Garfield reported, all is going 
well. Bookings are coming in.  GM retirees 
will be meeting here in October.  Bill Adcock 
has done a fantastic job getting the museum 
back on track. Membership Applauded.  The 
Bates Tractor was moved to the other side of 
the museum in the back and that space was 
used for a 1942 olds.
Old Business: 
1. Homecoming:   We are moving towards 
next year.  We had one meeting and the 
second one is scheduled for October 15th 
beginning at 6:30 at the museum. The 
November meeting is scheduled for Nov 19th 
at the museum. Door prize and setup positions 
for Homecoming are open and need to be 
filled.
2. Remembrance for Jim Walkinshaw: 
Nothing set at this time.  There is a committee 
working on an appropriate recognition for 
him. 
3. The Member of the year nominations due 
by Oct 14th.  Send any nominations and the 
reason why to Vicki. 
4. Nominations for any officers are due by 
October 14th. 
5. Please send your reservations for banquet to 
Jan Hummer by Nov 10th. 
New Business: 
1. Troy has a 58 Olds on Ebay for sale. 
Motion to Adjourn: 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 
Mike Ross and supported by Jim Brehm.  The 
motion was carried. 

Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary. 
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