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2014 R. E. Olds Chapter 

Board of Directors 
 
President 
Bruce Powelson 
H 517-548-2793 
C 517-331-3560 
bbuffp@att.net 
 
Vice-President 
Chris Heminger 
517-655-3514 
clheminger@wowway.com 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Jerry Garfield 
248-881-3619 
lastolds@wowway.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Don Cooper 
517-290-7455 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
OCA Representative 
Eva Cooper 
517-290-8451 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
Past President 
Vicki May 
616-250-1568 
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com 
 
By-Laws Coordinator 
Troy Collins 
517-646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Board members are elected for a one-year 
period of time at the Annual Banquet 
Meeting. Officers assume their office 
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year 
in which they are elected.  
 
 
General Club meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of the month at various 
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds 
Museum in Lansing. Contact Bruce 
Powelson at the number shown above 
for more information. 

 

Editor’s message……. 
 
This issue has been one of the most interesting issues I have done so far. 
We have color photos of our Chapter picnic. A BIG thanks to Bruce 
Powelson for providing these photos.  Page 4 and 5 is a tribute to our 
Chapter veterans. I thank you all for sharing with us your information. I 
am sure there are more of you out there that didn’t send in your 
information. All of you are appreciated. Please say thank you to all 
veterans when you see them whether it is Veterans Day, or any other day.  
There is also a brief story and obituary about one of the 
Dr. Olds characters on page 10. There are so many 
interesting stories about Oldsmobiles and those involved 
with them it never ceases to amaze me. Thanks to Kevin 
Korff for sending this update.   
 
Inserted in this issue is our Chapter Roster. What a variety of cars are in 
our Chapter. If you receive your newsletter via email, the roster will be 
mailed to you in an envelope.   
 
Until we meet again……….keep those rockets rolling and stories coming, 

 

Judy Badgley 
 

Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc.  to Judy Badgley at 
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876 

 

President’s message….. 
 
"Howdy, Oldsmobilistas!  As the deadline for this newsletter arrived, I am 
on the Route 66 Tour, travelling the memories. 
 
Hope to see you on November 15th at our Annual Banquet.  
Hasta luego!  Bruce"  
 

A   BUSY   HOMECOMING   2014 

Mark your calendars for the next Homecoming, June 20, 2015 
You won’t want to miss out on this amazing show.  

 
                 

     NEW MEMBER 
 Joseph & Madeline Mazzeo, Clarkston, MI 
        1957 Super 88 Holiday Sedan 
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NEWSWORTHY    CHAPTER    “STUFF”
 

R. E. Olds Chapter 
Calendar of Events   

November 
4 NO TUESDAY MEETING 
 
15 CHAPTER ANNUAL 

BANQUET/ELECTIONS 
 Details coming 
December 
2 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
 R. E. Olds Museum 

 
HAPPY 2015  

January 
6 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
 R. E. Olds Museum 
 
February 
3 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
 Homecoming Flyer Mailing 
 R. E. Olds Museum 
 

 

 
WHO  AM  I- I am a new member 
of the R. E. Olds Chapter.   I’ve also been 
a member of the Oldsmobile Club of 
America for at least 10 years.   I was born 
and raised in Jackson, Michigan.   My 
interest for working on cars started at the 
young age of eleven due to my uncle, Carl 
Henges, who taught me a great deal about 
them.  Over the last sixty years, my 
interest in working on cars has never 
wavered. 
 
In 1966, I had the chance to go to work 
for Oldsmobile in Lansing.  It gave me 
the opportunity to become a Tool & 
Cutter Grinder, as my grandfather before 
me.   I worked at Plant 2 for 16 years and 
then transferred to Plant 3, where I met 
Don Cooper.   We worked together until I 
transferred to Saturn in Spring Hill, TN in 
1989.   I retired from there in 2009.  
 
In 2002, Don & Eva Cooper invited us to 
Michigan for the 105th Oldsmobile Show.   
At this show, I found a 1963 Olds 
“Starfire” in great condition.   I purchased 
it and drove it to our home in Tennessee.   
The ride was great!   As a matter of fact, I 
am still driving it! 
See if you can guess who this Chapter 
member is. For the answer, see page10. 
 

 
Time to do your Christmas shopping, get a Chapter shirt, 
jacket or nametag. Use the order form below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Orders must be received by 12-1-14 for Christmas delivery. 
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WE  THANK  OUR  VETERAN’S  OF  THE   R.  E.  OLDS  CHAPTER 
 

Bill Adcock,  
Air National 
Guard- Here is 
the back story: 
The Vietnam War 
was in full swing 
and there was a 
draft by lottery in 
1968. My number 
was 124 and not 
wanting to be 

drafted into the Army and serving on the 
front lines I went to the Air National Guard 
in Battle Creek to take an aptitude test and 
see where I qualified at the guard base. I was 
told I could be a jet engine mechanic or a 
coding specialist. I thought it would be cool 
to be some kind of spy so I joined the guard 
for a six year commitment. After basic 
training I was bussed to Shepard Air Force 
Base to start my tech school training. I 
reported to a large hanger the first day of 
training and the instructor started talking 
about the lines painted on runways and their 
meaning. About two hours into the class I 
asked the instructor what runway lines had 
to do with coding. He said "son this is not 
a CODING class it's a 
protective COATING class, you're a 
painter". I was a painter for the next 6 years 
and to beat all the base didn't even have a 
paint shop so I was assigned to the sheet 
metal shop and told not to touch any of the 
machines. Our government at its best. 
 

Troy Collins, 
Navy Reserve 
The year was 
1965 and I 
was into my 
third year as a 
Student Aide 
at Lansing 

Community 
College. 

Something called Vietnam was in the news 
and the government had a lottery and if you 
won your ass was grass and they would do 
the mowing. I decided to skip my chances 
with the lottery and joined the Navy 
Reserve. It was a six year enlistment and 
went from November 1965 To November 
1971. I didn't know at the time that it had a 
two year active duty period vs six months 
for other Reserve duty.  
  In January of 1966 I was asked if I wanted 
to work full time at Lansing Community 
College. I took the job and went to my 
reserve meetings while waiting to get my 
orders for active duty.  We went to boot 
camp at the Great Lakes Naval Academy in  

 
Chicago to get use to the Navy life. When 
we got word that our active duty time was 
on hold I signed up for Class A school as a 
Personal Man (records keeper). I got the 
school because of my college grades and 
went to Bainbridge, MD for training. This 
meant getting up at 6 am and marching off 
to breakfast. Then we pounded on a manual 
typewriter from 8 - noon, marched off to 
lunch, returned to the class and continued 
pounding away until 4 PM. After about a 
month of this we graduated and waited to 
see where our duty assignment would 
be.  The computer printout was posted. As I 
looked for my name I saw a lot of places that 
I had heard on the news.  Finally I found my 
name and it indicated that I was going to the 
31st NCB (Naval Construction Battalion) 
Port Hueneme, CA. I left for active duty in 
August of 1967. I worked at the Military 
Affairs Building and worked up the records 
of those that were here for Military training 
before going overseas and those that were 
returning from overseas. This went on until 
November of 1968 when the Government 
ran out of money to pay the reserves and 
sent us home. I was really going to miss the 
$190/month I was making at the time. I 
returned to Lansing Community College to 
work and continued with the reserves until 
November of 1971 when I was discharged. 
  The picture of me in uniform is standing 
next to my 1964 Jetstar Convertible behind 
my apartment in Oxnard, CA. It was the 
same color combination that my current 
1964 Cutlass convertible is. Jade mist 
exterior and interior, bucket seats, floor shift 
automatic console, and a white top. 
 

Darrell Cunningham, 
US Navy- Served in the 
United States Navy 
from 1965-1968.  I 
went through boot 
camp at the Great 
Lakes Naval Station in 
Waukegan, IL. In 

February 1967 I flew to Treasure Island, 
CA  and from there I flew to the Philippines, 
where I boarded the USS Delta. I spent the 
next 1 ½ years aboard the Delta, a support 
ship to the Viet Nam Conflict, in 
WESPAC.  After the WESPAC tour I 
returned back to the Naval Air Station at 
Alameda, CA. I was honorably discharged 
November 1, 1968 as SH3. 

Don Cooper, US 
Coast Guard -I 
served from 1966-
1972, both active 
duty and Reserves. 
My boot camp 
training was at Cape 
May, NJ.  One of the 
longest 5 months in 
my life, as this was 

the first time away from home. 
   My first time out on a ship, an officer was 
explaining to me the lights in shipping lanes.  
I was supposed to confirm to the bridge 
what colored lights were on which side of 
the ship.  The officer asked me what color 
lights I saw.  All I saw was white lights - no 
green or red lights.  Well, that was the end 
of me up on top of the ship as I am color 
blind.  I was assigned to the engine room 
from then on.  I spent most of my time on 
the East Coast and patrols between Florida 
and Cuba, picking up refugees. 
   In 1967, during the Detroit riots, when 
“they (Americans)” were burning Detroit 
and other American cities down, I was 
stationed on the roof of the Naval Weapons 
Station in downtown Detroit, with a rifle.  
This building, a storage for various guns and 
ammo, was surrounded by chain link fence 
with barbed wire on top.  Our orders were to 
shoot anyone who climbed the fence.   
Luckily no one attempted the fence.  I really 
don’t know if I could have shot someone! 
 

Rod Dimon, US 
Army- I served 
from 1971-72 in the 
Army 101st 
Airborne Division, 
101st Assault 

Helicopter 
Battalion in the 
Republic of Viet 
Nam. Jobs: 

Paratrooper, Door gunner and Pathfinder; 
1972-74 Republic of Panama Ft Kobe, 
Canal Zone A Company, Airborne, 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Infantry. Jobs: Paratrooper, 
OPS/Training, Instructor; 1975-78 82nd 
Airborne Division C ¾ Air Defense 
Artillery. Jobs: Vulcan Platoon leader, 
Motor Pool (Maintenance Officer), 
Chemical Officer. 82nd Airborne Division & 
XVIII Airborne Corps. Jobs: Deputy 
Inspector General; 1978-87 various Army 
reserve assignments. 
   Best accomplishments: being a 
paratrooper, getting a Master’s Degree at 
night, and (Number one) going in as a 
private and getting out as a Captain.  
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Jim Harsant, US 
Army-  I served from 
Jan. 1953 to Sept 
1956. I started with 
ROTC training at U 
of M for 1 year. After 
training with the 
Signal school at Fort 
Monmouth, NJ, I was 

in the 313 Signal Battlion in MD. From 
there I served with the 7th Army Signal 
Company Infantry Division during the 
Korean War. Upon my return to Lansing, I 
taught ROTC at MSU for one. In all jobs I 
was either a Second or later a First Lt.  Last 
job was an Ass’t. Prof. of Military Science 
at Michigan State University. 
                                                                               

Chris Heminger, 
US Army- I was 
drafted into the 
Army and inducted 
October 5, 1967. I 
did my basic 
training at Fort 
Knox, KY, air 
training in Fort Polk, 

LA and then on to Vietnam. I was in the 3rd 
Squadron 4th US Calvary, 25th Infantry 
Division. I was stationed in Vietnam 1968-
1969, this picture was taken at Hoc Mon 
about 15 miles northwest of Saigon. I was 
part of a “sweep” mission. Later I drove 
APC’s and tanks, then was assigned to the 
motor pool. I was discharged October 4, 
1969 with the rank of Sergeant (E-5).  
 

Max Hineman, US 
Navy- I joined the US 
Navy in 1953. I was on 
active duty, serving in 
the Mediterranean with 
the 6th Fleet until 1954. 
The next 10 years I 
served in the Reserves 
attaining the rank of E6 
Engine MAP. 

 
Tom Hummer, US 
Army- I served in the 
US Army from 1962-
1963. I was in the 2nd 
Infantry Division, 69th 
Armor Battalion at Fort 
Benning, GA. I served 
during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, the 
March on Washington 

and the bombing of the church in 
Birmingham, AL. 
 

Wayne May, US 
Army- I served from 
1966-1968. I did my 
basic training at Fort 
Knox, KY and then 
advance training at 
Fort Lee, VA. I was 

sent to Thailand via Saigon at the time of the 
Tet Offensive. I served with the 21st Signal 
Brigade and my job was in communications. 
I was doing message encrypting with top 
secret security clearance. I was supposed to 
be there 90 days but ended up being there a 
year+. At the time of discharge, I was a 
Specialist 5.  
 

Terry Pinkney, US 
Army- I served in 
the US Army 1966 
to 1969. I did my 
basic training in Fort 
Knox, KY and 

advanced 
electronics training 
in northern New 
Jersey (several 

weekends spent in NYC). 
   I spent 2 years in SW Germany at a 
mountain top microwave communication 
site. We had no barracks so I spent 2 years 
living in a hotel in a ski resort area (tough 
duty). We had to use tracked snow vehicles 
to get to and from site in the winter. 
 

Tom Reminton, US 
Army-I served in 
the U.S. Army 
during 1968, 1969, 
1970.  This really 
dates me, doesn't it?! 
I spent boot camp in 
Fort Knox, KY and 

advanced artillery training in Fort Sill, OK. 
The rest of the time I served in Germany.   

 
Mike Ross, US 
Army- I was on 
active duty with the 
US Army from 
1958-1961. I went 
through basic 
training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, MO, 
then through 
Military Police 
Officer training at 
Fort Gordon, GA. 

After training I was sent to the 24th Infantry 
Division in Germany where I was assigned  
 
 

to the Division Headquarters Military Police 
detachment.  
   Because I chose to spend an extra 6 
months in Germany, they actually gave me 
an early discharge in December, 1960. I was 
then put into the Military Reserve for 
another 3 years. I was hired by the Lansing 
Police Department in March of 1961. 
Sometime after that I was notified that they 
had passed an exemption to the Military 
Reserve for firefighters, paramedics/EMT’s 
and law enforcement officers from being 
called back into active duty. Because of the 
exemption, I was not sent to Vietnam.  

 
Jim Russell, US 
Army- I was in the 
army for 6 years. To 
the best of my 
memory it was from 
1957 until 1963. 
Most all of my 
military records were 
lost in a basement 
flood in South Bend, 

Indiana in the late 60's and the military had 
a fire in their headquarters in St Louis, MO 
some years ago. I have tried for years to get 
some better documentation to no avail.   

 
Ron Wiles, US Air 
Force - I enlisted in 
1963 to 1996 with a 
five year break, 
serving in the Air 
Force for 22 years 
active duty, and 
reserve for 5 more 

years.  I started as a aircraft mechanic 
working on B-52's bombers and KC-135 
refueler.  I then crossed trained over into 
Logistics.  I was the middle man between air 
craft maintenance and the supply 
people.  Finally ended up working on the 
aircraft maintenance officers staff as the 
Programs Mobility officer, 
Facilities manager, and the Financial 
Controller.  I was stationed in 
South Dakota, Okinawa, and Michigan. 
 
Remember to thank our service 

men and women whenever you 

see them.  They have provided 

the freedoms we all enjoy.  

 



R. E. OLDS CHAPTER PICNIC      AUGUST 10, 2014 

 
The annual Chapter picnic was held indoors  

at the R. E. Olds Museum. It was well attended 

and included several members of the  

Motor City Rockets Chapter. The potluck food was  

plentiful and so was the friendship. 

 

 

Bruce Powelson conducted a brief business meeting  

and thanked all for coming. One award was presented 

by Judy Badgley. Nick Satterelli was the recipient of 

the long distance award for traveling from Tennessee 

to attend the picnic. The award was an Oldsmobile 

walking stick for “measuring” his miles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The homemade food provided 

by those attending was 

OUTSTANDING! 

 

AND THEN THERE WAS THE 

FUN OF THE “WHITE 

ELEPHANT” AUCTION 

Vicki May was the “ring 

leader” while Steve Zaban 

did the auctioneering! The 

items were wrapped so the 

bidders did not know what 

they were bidding on. This 

made for a riotous 

afternoon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From ant-ridden hubcaps to an 

Oldsmobile flag and everything 

imaginable in between, the auction was 

a success. The auction generated a lot of 

hearty laughs and $367 that was donated 

to the R. E. Olds Museum. 

A great day for all! 
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OCA…A NEW ADVERNTURE by Bruce Powelson, member #279 
   Fury, the Black Beauty yearling colt 
(Mustang) determined the weather 
system would be wet and 
uncomfortable and decided to remain 
in the stable.  Ever faithful Escape 
(another Ford) at a healthy 106K arose 
to the task and said “Let’s go!” 
   Freshly washed, both transport and 
navigator, we headed toward the 
Oldsmobile Club of America’s 
National Meet in Cincinnati near the 
border of the moonshine state.  Never 
having attended an out-of-state meet 
before, we were unsure of what to 
expect. 
   The traverse was not easy as 
construction on the roadway seemed to 
be never-ending in our to-the-south 
neighbor.  One particular slow down 
took about an hour to travel maybe 
three miles.  Miss Magellan kept us on 
the straight and narrow until finally 
approaching the destination venue 
which also had substantial road 
irritations at the terminus of the 
journey. 

   And there we were!  Hundreds of 
Oldsmobiles - from survivors to plastic 
surgery, from as from factory to better 
than new – most with their proud 
owners within easy earshot. 
   This writer stopped and chatted with 
many and encouraged (although it 
usually did not take much prodding) 
them to tell the stories of their beauties.  
Some had been restored and then re-
restored. 
   One particular “gangster wannabe” 
had been restored years ago, barned for 
thirty or so years, and then restored 
again with Thunderbird ignition/fuel 

systems and Corvette rear end.  The 
suicide doors were appropriate.  This 
proud papa was encouraged to attend 
Homecoming 2015.  Being a recent 
retiree, he was seriously considering. 
   Every proud owner this writer 
chatted with was asked if he/she had 
ever attended Homecoming.  Some 
had.  All were encouraged. 
   One gentleman with his blue F-85 
convertible from Georgia mentioned 
after his club’s shows – when all 
receipts were in and bills paid, the 
remainder is donated to the R.E. Olds 
Transportation Museum.  A hearty 
handshake and thank you were 
expressed. 
   Several of our members were there 

including the Badgley’s, Cooper’s, 
Hineman’s, Ashley Jones, May’s, 
Nicholases, and Pregler’s, and more I 
may not have seen. 
   Some were doubly there with 
automobiles and/or vendor material.  
Ashley, Doug, Judy, and Max had their 
shining (and sometimes “patinated”) 
goods available for proud owners who 
“just had to have” that elusive 
“tsotschke”. (Photo of Max at right.) 
   This writer/photographer traversed 
the various lots several times and 
always noticed something new to 
admire.  And no, rumors to the 

contrary, Eva was not suffering from 
food poisoning (see Chapter members 
at dinner photo below). 
   There was even time to explore the 

magnificent mall whose parking lot 
was a portion of the show site.  A 
request to ascend to the mall roof in 
order to take overall site photos was 
politely denied due to liability 
concerns.  The lady who put through 
the request for this particular venture 
for the photographer was enthusiastic 
about the auto show and almost gushed 
at the beauty of this now orphaned 
marque. 
   An FYE store absconded with some 
of the traveling funds.  Anyone need a 
DVD copy of the first season of 
“Evening Shade”? 
   Alas, after an exciting day salivating 
about (but not on) these beauties, this 
writer and steed Escape decided it was 
time not to head in to the sunset, but 
North, back to the state of Oldsmobile 
creation and our R. E. Olds Chapter 
members home, the Mitten and Rabbit 
great state of Michigan. 
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OCA NATIONAL MEET – CINCINNATI, OH, continued by Judy Badgley  
   The OCA National Meet was 4 days 
of cars, parts, business and friends. The 
show field was BIG, the Swap meet 
area was filled, the board got down to 
business and did their job well and 
everybody made a new friend or 
reacquainted with old friends. That 
makes it the best meet ever! 
   The display of Oldsmobiles was near 
500. A wide variety of cars was on 
display. Our Chapter had good 
representation at the show and brought 
home some awards.  Our sincere 
congratulations to: 
Don & Eva Cooper’85 442    1st Jr. 
Susan Greiner ’97 Aurora   1st Jr. 
Kevin Korff ’03 Aurora 1st Jr. 
Jeff Pregler ’03 Aurora 1st Jr. 
John VanderTuin ’66 442  1st Sr. 

Wayne May ’68 Cutlass 1st Sr. 
Glen Woodby ’83 Hurst/Olds BOC Sr 
 
R. E. Olds Post War Award was presented 
to .John & Betty VanderTuin, ’66 442 
 
There were also Oldsmobiles displayed 
that were not judged including: 
Doug & Judy Badgley  ’57 98 
Brian & Joyce Ford ’60 S88  
Cindy Klemm  ’76 Cutlass 
 
   Other Chapter members attending 
were Jamie & Sherrill Cox, Max & Jo 
Hineman and Ken & Marsha Nicholas.  
   Several Chapter members took 
advantage of the tours while others just 
stayed in Oldsmobileland. Doug & I 
and several others drove to the nearby 

Hwy. 55 Café. We drove our 57 98 and 
discovered their unique facility had a 
57 Olds on the roof. It was a very cool 
photo op.   
   If I have forgotten anyone, I 
apologize and ask that you contact me. 
All that attended are invited to send a 
story about their experience.   

 
 

 

28TH STREET CRUISE      BEEKMAN CAR SHOW         SOUTHFEST 
from Mike Ross, “trail boss”  from Hummer’s             from Ed Shand 
 
We had 11 cars that convoyed over 
to Grand Rapids and parked at 
Harvey Cadillac. We had an 
additional 6 cars that came from the 
west and north that joined us there. 
We had great weather and front row 
seats to watch all the classic's cruise 
by us. Trevor Badgley actually took 
one of his cars and went cruising. 
John Leese was really happy when I 
presented him the model of the 
16cyl. Cadillac from Chapter 
President Bruce Powelson.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2014 Beekman Charity Car & 
Bike show was another huge success. 
There were cars and bikes of all 
makes and models. At the end of the 
day awards are presented. Tom & 
Jan Hummer were honored with the 
presentation of the Joe Pohl 
Memorial Award for their ’33 Olds. 
NOTE- Joe Pohl was a Chapter Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Church provided and 
outstanding day for families and 
friends. It is a day when they give 
back to the community by providing 
food and activities at no cost. They 
also have a car show. A favorite car 
is selected by participant vote. Jim 
Harsant was the lucky winner. Ed 
Shand presented him his award for 
his 1941 Olds convertible.  
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HOMECOMING 2015 
June 20, 2015 

The Homecoming committee has had 
it’s first meeting and it is time for you 
all to save this date. All of the planning 
that goes ahead of show time won’t 
make a difference if you are not there to 
help and show your Oldsmobile.  
Several ideas are in the works and will 
be reported as they are finalized. We are 
always open to members on the 
committee because new people and new 
ideas make our show better. What we do 
know right now is that we have a couple 

of positions open on the 
committee. Please consider 
stepping up and helping.  

1. First is t-shirt sales. 
This job involves sorting the 
completed shirts for pre-order 
packaging (volunteers will pack 
the shirts), and leading the set-
up of the shirts on show day. 
(Volunteers work the booth 
throughout the day.) 

2. Second is kid’s games. We have 
always prided ourselves on our 
show being family oriented and 
providing an activity for kids is 

part of that. We have games 
prepared, this job requires 
getting them set-up and 
overseeing the play time. The 
games are available for about an 
hour midday. Then they are 
packed up for another year.  

Please consider volunteering to help to 
make this show continue to be the 
success it has been in the past. There is 
help and guidance available from 
experienced members. Contact Ken 
Nicholas 517-388-1265 or Don Cooper 
517-290-7455, for more details.  
 

 
WHO  AM  I 

Did you guess who our mystery member is? The answer is member 
#397, Nick Satterelli. Nick joined the Chapter in July, 2014. Although 
he is a new member he has been volunteering to help with Homecoming 
for many years. He is always working the first shift directing 
Oldsmobiles to a parking spot on the showfield. From Nick, “we have 
enjoyed every year even though we are living in Tennessee. Our son, 
Steve, has been bringing his ’68 Cutlass Supreme for the last 4 or 5 

years.   It is always a great way to spend time together.”  
Send you “WHO AM I” article to Judy Badgley, contact information on page 2. Tell 
us about yourself, how or why your are interested in car or Oldsmobiles 
 
 

Happy Birthday to you…. 
November-  December- 
1 Jim Juon  5 Fred Pirochta 
3 Kathy Kilbreath   Kimberlee 
Barber 
4 Ken Lovell  8 Jack Nelson 
5 Cathy McKenzie 14 Annette Morse 
7 Martha Pregler  15 Dave Hilliard 
10 Larry Hartwig   Jack McNutt 
16 Chuck Goebel  17 Bruce Powelson 
 Shelly Maddox  20 Jim Harsant 
19 Gary Doty   Mike Salermo 
21 Dean Trowhill  23 Jack Speicher 
23 Harold Leeman   Debra Wolf 
 Bob Shorman  26 Frank Castle 
25 Trina Trowhill   Kathy Speicher 
26 Doug Johnston  28 Dave Violetta 
27 Paul Tarr              30Maryann Harrington 
    31 Karen Wilcox 
     Cindy Thayer 
 
 

 

Dr. Olds Assistant Passes 
Information from Hemmings Muscle Machines, provided 

by member #373, Kevin Korff 
   One of the most successful automotive marketing campaigns was 
Oldsmobile’s “Dr. Oldsmobile” theme. It involved fictional characters 
created to promote the 1969 W-30, W-31 and W-32 options available.  The 
ad featured a tall lean mad scientist type named “Dr. Olds” who wore a white 
lab coat.  His assistants included “Elephant Engine Ernie” who represented 
the placement of the big block 455 Rocket engine, “Shifty Sidney” who 
developed the smoothest shifters this side of an automatic, “Wind Tunnel 
Waldo” who scientifically placed the large induction air scoops where they 
did some good, “Esses Fernhill” who relentlessly tested and perfected the 
FE-2 underpinnings and “Hy Spy” who kept an ear to the ground and an eye 
in the sky for Dr. Oldsmobile, keeping him ahead of the competition.   
   January 29, 2014 crew member Martin Janas, age 87 passed away in 
Westland, MI. He was an employee for GM at the time of the photo shoot. 
At the last minute the director decided one of the actors hired to portray a 
character was too tall. 
Martin was selected 
because he was close by 
and stood tall at 5’3”. 
He was happy to do the 
“job” and earn some 
extra money in the 
process.  



11 
 

R.E. Olds 
Chapter General 
Session Meeting 
August 10, 2014 
August General 
Session meeting was 
held in conjunction 
with the Chapter 
picnic  at the R.E. 

Olds Transportation Museum at 1 p.m. 
President, Bruce Powelson called the meeting 
to order after dinner. 
Presidents Report: Bruce Powelson 
welcomed everyone and thanked those who 
planned the picnic and stated this will be a 
short business meeting. 
Vice Presidents Report/Programs:  Chris 
Heminger had no report. 
Secretaries Report:  Because this meeting 
was a short one the minutes were not read. 
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley thanked the 
members for articles they sent for the 
newsletter and asked members to keep sending 
articles for future newsletters. 
OCA Zone Report: Vicki May reported on 
the OCA Nationals business meeting.  
1.The Board proposed, discussed and passed 
the OCA board officer position’s will change 
from 4 year terms to 2 year terms. 
2.A proposal was made and passed to remove 
the voting rights to board members who are 
appointed to their positions (Head Judge, 
Swap Meet Chair and Legal Advisor).  Only 
elected officers will retain voting rights as the 
membership voted them in to represent the 
membership. 
3.The Board voted to increase the OCA’s 
donation to the R. E. Olds Transportation 
Museum from $1,000 to $2,400 annually.  The 
OCA has very strong feelings about the need 
to support the Museum. 
4.The OCA Board also approved the 
additional funding to improve their website to 
make it fit the needs of the membership.  There 
will be a “members only section”, more 
information from the “OCA Model Year 
Advisors”, etc.  
5. The OCA Board also hired a new Editor for 
our newsletter.  Her name is Shannon Olsen.  
She has a lot of experience and presently does 
newsletters for several other national car 
clubs.  Look for her first newsletter as Editor 
in September. 
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock 
reported: 
1.The museum is in the final stages of 
purchasing an eight thousand square foot 
building off S. Pennsylvania Avenue for 
storage and should take possession soon.  
2.Also the City of Lansing may not renew the 
lease for the museum or may charge a LOT 
more for the new lease when it expires in 
September of 2015.  Presently the lease is 
$1.00 a year.  Bill met with the mayor of 
Lansing where Bill learned they would not sell 
the museum building/land to the museum.  

The city is heavily involved is seeing that a 
casino is built nearby and would want this land 
for future planning. 
3.Bill told of his meeting with the OCA Board 
in Cincinnati at the national meet.  He 
proposed to the OCA board that they increase 
their member’s dues by $5.00 yearly, which 
would be earmarked for the museum.  At this 
same meeting, Bill told that the OCA Board 
approved increasing their yearly donation to 
the museum from $1,000 to $2,400 annually. 
4.The REO Club held their national meet in 
Lansing this July in conjunction with the 
museum and netted $6,000, which was 
donated to the museum. 
5.The museum’s Car Capital Car Show held 
on July 26 in downtown Lansing around the 
Capitol and was very successful.  There were 
273 cars registered. 
Old Business:  
1.A special thank you to Vicki May, Judy 
Badgley, Jerry Garfield and Eva Cooper for all 
their work in setting up this picnic and White 
Elephant Auction.  
2.The White Elephant Auction today brought 
in $367.00 and was a lot of fun (the infamous 
tennis racket returned this year for a second 
time).  Plus an additional $20. was donated for 
a ride in the Badgley’s 1957 Oldsmobile.  
There were approximately 25-30 “packages” 
auctioned and a total amount of $387.00 was 
donated to the museum. 
3.The annual banquet and election of officers 
will be held on Nov. 15 at the museum. Troy 
Collins will be accepting nominations for the 
board positions and arranging for a ballot for 
the vote. We need suggestions and volunteers 
to plan the banquet. 
4.On August 23, Mike Ross will be leading a 
caravan for Chapter members who will be 
attending the 28th Street Metro Cruise to 
Grand Rapids. 
New Business:  
Motion to Adjourn: Respectfully submitted 
by acting secretary: Eva Cooper 
R.E. Olds Chapter General Session 
Meeting - September 2, 2014 
Vice President, Chris Heminger called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Bruce Powelson 
was unable to attend. 
There were 30 present at the meeting.  There 
were no guests. 
Presidents Report: Chris Heminger, Thank 
you Judy, and Eva for the pulled pork and 
chips shared with Chapter members for dinner 
prior to the meeting.  The Chapter members 
present introduced themselves.  Some 
members had special items of interest for the 
members.  
Vice Presidents Report/Programs:  Chris 
Heminger asked if anyone has any ideas for 
presentations at Chapter meetings, please let 
Chris know.  State police offered to make a 
presentation on security, internet, credit card, 
etc.  Chris to make contact with State Police to 
make arrangements. 

Secretaries Report: Ed Shand read the 
minutes of the general session meeting for 
August 10, 2014 were presented to the 
membership and opened for discussion. 
Harold Leeman motioned to accept the 
minutes as read. Bill Adcock seconded the 
motion. The membership approved. 
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley said the 
November newsletter will focus and honor 
veterans. If you are a veteran please let Judy 
know what branch you served in.   
By-Laws Chairman Report: Troy Collins 
reported  the votes for the pending by-law 
changes were counted and the proposed 
changes were adopted.  There were 57 votes in 
favor one vote against. 
Membership Chairman Report: Don 
Cooper reported we have one new member: 
Cindy Klemm,Clinton Twp. MI. She owns 
several Oldsmobile’s. 
OCA Chapter Representative Report: Eva 
Cooper reported no new information.  
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas and Vicki 
May reported the OCA newsletter is on the 
way, it’s the first issue compiled by the new 
editor.  There is a separate person for the 
classified section.  All classified ads are still 
sent through Marsha.  
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock passed 
around a schematic of building the museum 
purchased.  The building will be used mainly 
for storage.  There may be room for additional 
car storage for a rental fee.  This could help 
offset the building costs.   Bill presented the 
Trip Collision Center award from Car Capitol 
to Ed Shand as the Presidential choice award.  
The car was a 1957 Ford Thunderbird. 
Old Business:  1. Route 66 update Eva said 
Craig has 50 cars signed up for the event, He 
is very enthused about the trip. 
2.2014 Chapter Picnic update the picnic was a 
great success. 
New Business: 1.Tom Hummer, 
recommended to use the 1966 Toronado as the 
2016 feature car as its 50th anniversary year.  It 
was recommended to contact Jay Leno to 
attend; perhaps the museum could sponsor 
him. 
2.The 28th street cruise was a good event.  (See 
article page 9)   
3.The Back to the Bricks show in Flint had 
over 1500 cars.  Glen Woodby hit a deer with 
his 1983 Hurst Olds; He is looking for parts 
for the car to repair.   
4.Don’t forget the muscle car show on Sunday, 
Beekman Center show and Southfest at South 
Church 
5.Tom Hummer was the winner of tonight’s 
drawing.  He was presented with a copy of the 
RE Olds Auto Industry book.   
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn the 
meeting was made by Bob Shorman and 
supported by Jim Brehm.  The motion was 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary. 
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