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Editor’s message…….
There is a lot of important information in this issue.
1. Inserted in this issue is a membership application, renewal and info update
form. Please take time to fill it out and send it in. To determine if your
membership is expiring, check your mailing label on the newsletter. It will
say RN14 if you need to renew. All others, please send in the form with
the updates to keep our records current. You would be surprised to know
what cars are listed as currently owned but were actually sold a long time
ago. Please help keep our records current by responding even if you don’t
owe $$$.
2. There are many activity dates for our group on the calendar of events. This
includes annual events such as the Memorial Day Parade/Picnic with
Hummers; Annual Chapter picnic at the R. E. Olds Museum; and the
Annual Banquet and Officer Elections. Be sure to mark your calendar and
plan to participate.
3. Page 4 has the proposed changes to our bylaws. These will be discussed
by the membership at the June 3 meeting. These changes have been
approved by the Board and are now being presented to you before the
official vote. We value your input.
4. Our Chapter is growing and with growth comes more time to keep
everything going smoothly. Check on page 5 for volunteer opportunities.
We need your help, please consider stepping up.

Don Cooper

I want to thank those of you that are sending articles and information for the
newsletter, you make my job easier. I hope to hear from more of you, especially
our new members.

OCA Representative

I also want to thank our president, Bruce Powelson. I don’t always mention that
he provides many of the photos that are used in our Chapter activity articles. The
photos are what make the written text come to life. Thanks Bruce.

Membership Coordinator
517-290-7455
Coopsledg@aol.com

Eva Cooper

517-290-8451
Coopsledg@aol.com

Until we meet again……….keep those rockets rolling and stories coming,

Judy Badgley

Past President

Vicki May

616-250-1568
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com

By-Laws Coordinator

Troy Collins

517-646-0879
tlc3844@aol.com
Board members are elected for a one-year
period of time at the Annual Banquet
Meeting. Officers assume their office
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year
in which they are elected.

General Club meetings are held on the
1st Tuesday of the month at various
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds
Museum in Lansing. Contact Bruce
Powelson at the number shown above
for more information.

Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc. to Judy Badgley at
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876

President’s message…..
Howdy, folks!
Spring is finally here, fellow Oldsmobileistas! Take those dust covers off, bring
on the Meguiars, and loosen some elbow grease. Make those Oldsmobubbles
shine on your Oldsmobiles.
Get ready for that terrific Homecoming 2014! Our current entry numbers look
good and we expect to have a professional appraiser on site (for a nominal fee).
Are YOU coming?
Bruce
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WHO AM I
I am a former employee of Oldsmobile. My Oldsmobile career is as follows:
1983-87 - I was Area Service Manager for Oklahoma City Zone and headquartered in Amarillo, TX.
1987-90 - I was a District Service Manager for the Olds Dealer Assistance Center (ODAC) in Lansing, MI
1990-92 - I was the Personnel Development Manager, ODAC
1992-97 - I was assigned as the Team Manager (sales & service) ODAC.
1997-01 - I was Regional Dealer Contract Manager - N.E. Region - GM Corp, Detroit, MI
2001-02 - I was Senior Contract Administrator for OnStar out of Troy, MI
2002-04 - My last job at Oldsmobile from was District Manager Service - Cleveland, OH Zone
Then I got the best promotion: ‘Saint Somewhere’ headquartered in Venice, FL (formerly from Rotunda, FL) where I currently
enjoy basking in the sun and driving my 1970 SX convertible known as “Ole Blue”.
While I was serving Oldsmobile in Lansing, I became involved with the R. E. Olds Chapter. Also during this time I had the
opportunity to meet Helen Earley. I was the first person to call Helen Earley "the First Lady of Oldsmobile".
Can you guess “who this is”? See if you are right, find the answer on page 11 along with facts about the SX Oldsmobile. Send
your “WHO AM I” article to Judy Badgley, contact info on page 2. Tell us about yourself and how or why you are interested in
cars or Oldsmobile.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE & PICNIC
DIMONDALE, MI

The past several years
the members of the R. E.
Olds
Chapter
have
celebrated Memorial Day
in Small Town USADimondale, MI. A parade
with kids and paper
streamers on their bikes,
riding lawn mowers and
tractors all waving flags,
shiny Oldsmobiles and a
special tribute to all of
those that have fought for
our country and paid the ultimate price. Following the parade is a picnic
with friends and family. A good old fashioned Memorial Day.
Thanks to Tom & Jan Hummer, 2014 will be no different. They have
invited us to bring our cars to drive in the parade and then to their home
for a potluck picnic.
The parade line-up is at Carl’s Supermarket located at 142 East Rd. in
Dimondale. You should plan to arrive by 10:30 AM and the parade starts
at 11 AM. We try to have all of the Oldsmobiles together in the parade, it
is an impressive site and we get a lot of cheers. If you want you can bring
wrapped candy or trinkets and beads to toss to the kids. The kids
REALLY love us!
Following the parade ceremonies, we are invited to Hummer’s at at
10379 Dimondale Hwy., Dimondale, for a picnic. You are welcome to
come to the picnic even if you don’t drive in the parade. They have
plenty of parking. You are asked to bring a dish to pass and lawn chairs.
Sloppy joes, paper products, pop and iced tea will be furnished. This has
become an annual event that many of our Chapter members look forward
to attending.

If you are planning to attend the picnic, please RSVP to the
Hummer's at 517-646-6633 or thehummersnest@sbcglobal.net.
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NEW
MEMBERS
Gerald & Karen Christoff
Gaylord, MI
1984 Toronado Brougham
1984 Toronado Caliente
Mike & Brenda Abbott
Grand Rapids, MI
1987 Toronado
David Darling
Novi, MI
1969 Cutlass S Convertible
Tim & Ellen Darling
Mason, MI
1967 442 Convertible
1970 Cutlass W31
Linden Iverson
Lake City, MN
1970 Rally 350
2002 Final 500
Ron Cooper
Portland, MI
1975 Delta Royale Convertible
Dave Boynton
Lansing, MI
(2)1974 Cutlass Supreme
1974 Hurst/Olds
1975 Hurst/Olds

NEWSWORTHY
R. E. Olds Chapter
Calendar of Events

May12

26
June3
14

July2

Walkinshaw Memorial
R. E. Olds Museum 7PM
(rescheduled date/time)
Memorial Day Parade/Picnic

Dimondale, MI
Details page 4

Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
OLDS HOMECOMING
Volunteers Needed
Call Judy Badgley @
517-645-7438 to help
Board meeting 6 PM
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum

12

Ledges Car Show
Fitzgerald Park 9AM-4PM
Grand Ledge, MI

26

Car Capital car show

30

R. E. Olds Museum fundraiser
Downtown Lansing
Details 517-372-0529

OCA National Meet
Though August 2
Cincinnati, OH
Details oldsmobileclub.org

August5
NO TUESDAY MEETING
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CHAPTER PICNIC
R. E. Olds Museum
Details coming

23

28th Street Cruise
Grand Rapids, MI
Details coming
September2
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
October
7
Board meeting 6 PM
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
November
4
NO TUESDAY MEETING

15

CHAPTER ANNUAL
BANQUET/ELECTIONS

CHAPTER

“STUFF”

Bylaw Changes Review – Troy Collins, Bylaw Chairman
As a result of the Oldsmobile Club of America (OCA) changes made at the 2013
Nationals, the R.E. Olds Chapter Bylaws were reviewed and brought up to date to
reflect the changes OCA made. While those changes dealt mainly with membership
requirements I reviewed all of our bylaws that included mention of OCA requirements.
I did this because I now have a copy of the OCA bylaws that I received a few years ago
that I could reference. Initially I found seven references to OCA within our chapter
bylaws. After I reviewed the information and asked some questions of the board
members only four of the seven were changed and two new line items were added. A
complete copy of our current bylaws is available upon request from any Chapter Board
member.
Below you will find a list of those proposed changes, approved by the Chapter Board,
for you to review. Per our bylaws, a discussion of these changes will take place at the
June 3 General Membership Meeting. All words that have parentheses ( ) around them
and are underlined will be removed. All words in bold print will replace those removed
or were added, if approved by the membership.


Article IV – R.E. Olds Chapter Board

4.4 This Chapter shall be managed by the Board who shall have the authority to act in
all matters concerning this Chapter, subject to (OCA bylaws and to the provisions
of these bylaws) Chapter bylaws and to law.


Article VIII – Financial Policy

8.4 Expenditures of Chapter funds, subject to Board approval, shall be for normal
Chapter functions, operating expenses, annual or regular meetings. (and for
financial responsibility to OCA). All other expenditures must be approved by a
simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at a meeting.


Article IX - Membership

9.1 This Chapter may offer the same class of membership as OCA. Membership in
OCA does not make you a member of this chapter.
9.2 It is not necessary to be a member of OCA in order to be a member in this
Chapter. (Membership in ……the member must hold the same class in OCA)
9.5 Associate membership is given (available) to one person living in the same
household as an Active member. An Associate member has all the rights of an
Active member except they will not receive a separate newsletter.
9.6 The active member shall identify in writing the name of the member of
their household that will be the Associate member so that individual can be
included in the Chapter’s roster as an Associate member. The
Associate membership expires with that of the Active member.


Article XIII – Chapter Requirements

13.1 This Chapter agrees to conform to (all) provision(s) 8.40 of OCA bylaws Article
VIII affecting chapters.
4

OUR CHAPTER “HELP WANTED” NEEDS
WEBMASTER

PHONE TREE

Chapter member Wayne
Mason has maintained
our Chapter website
www.reolds.org many
years. He is ready for a “break” and
has asked for someone else to step
up. The person will need to know how
to use Microsoft Front Page or be
willing to learn. Wayne will answer
any questions for anyone interested in
taking over this job. Please contact
Wayne at wemas@comcast.net or Ed
Shand at jes@handofshand.com. This
is a critical part of our communication
system, please consider stepping up.

You may have noticed
in recent newsletters
there has been an
increase
in
new
members. We now
have
139
active
members. When we
need to get in touch with the members,
Don Cooper initiates the phone tree by
calling our volunteer callers. We like
to have a maximum of 9 people for
each to call. We are past that. We need
a couple of members willing to make
monthly calls. Contact Don Cooper at
517-290-7455 or coopsledg@aol.com.

HOMECOMING

Our Homecoming show
is only a little over a
month away. This show
runs smoothly because
of our volunteers. Some are on the
planning committee, but show day it is
the rest of our members that make it
happen. Volunteers are scheduled to
work 2-hour shifts, so nobody is
overworked and everybody gets to
enjoy the show. There are stand-up
jobs and sit-down jobs. Something for
everybody. Please contact Judy today
at djbadgley@gmail.com or 517-2562336 or to volunteer.

Happy Birthday to you……………….
May2
Janet Weglarz
Dan Mead
5
Tom Snider
6
Gary Armitage
7
Dick Harrington
Stacy Taft
8
Juanita Gonzales
Cindy Peters
9
Sharon Silcox
11
Brenda Abbott
14
Lola Castle
Sherrill Cox

18
21
25
June1

3
9
18

Floyd Meerman
Norm Wittte
Judy Cameron
Carlyle Parrish
Vicki May
Mary Shoe
Bob Whitlatch
Tim Darling
Scott Whittaker
Valerie Reichle
Joan Neely

GENERAL SESSION MEETINGS

21
23
24
26

27
28
29
30

Peg Lehnen
Don Cooper
Anne Irvine
Rudy Anzuldua
Darlene Drozdowski
John Gross
Sandy Salerno
Dan Evans
Sharon Severence
Susi Greiner
Jeff Klein
Lisa Anzuldua

to present a program of interest to our group. If you or
someone you know would be interested in providing a
program, please contact Chris at 517-230-2065. He will be
glad to hear from you.
Something else we have started doing is a drawing at our
meeting. Everyone signs a paper when
they come in and at the end of our
meeting, we draw a number and the
name that is signed up at that number
wins. We only started doing this in
December and have given away, a
balloon character, an Oldsmobile
license plate, Oldsmobilia and a flower
arrangement in an Oldsmobile glass.
The happy winner at our April meeting
was Lola Castle.
Now that you know a little more about what we do, how
about attending? We’d love to see you.

As you all know we have monthly meetings the first
Monday of most months. These meetings are to handle the
business of the Chapter and get to know each other better.
They are held at the R. E. Olds Museum so it is also an
opportunity to see the latest exhibits at the museum.
One of the first things we do at our meeting is go around
the room and identify ourselves. Frequently members bring
an Oldsmobile or car related item to “show and tell” with the
others in attendance. These items are always enjoyed by all.
Chapter Vice President, Chris Heminger, has been active at
trying to find guest speakers that would be of interest to our
group. The program takes place following our business
meeting. Most recently we have had a guided tour of the R.
E. Olds Museum, various videos and an author of a book on
points of interest in Michigan. He is always asking for input
from members if they know of anyone that would be willing
5

Oldsmobile 98 Regency Canadian Lakes Cruiser

By
John G. Nee (R.E. Olds Chapter Member #372) and Clyde M. Compson
Introduction

At
75-years
and
74-years
respectively, I and my wife, Kathy
decided that it would be a lot of fun to
be more directly active in our local car
club—the Canadian Lakes “Cruisers”
(Stanwood, MI). Between the two of us
we have owned 28 automobiles and I
have owned 42 motorcycles and still
have a Honda ST1100. We really
enjoyed the camaraderie of the
“Cruisers” dinner runs and tours along
with a very popular annual car show
held every labor day weekend at our
Canadian Lakes “Castle”—but our
modern autos just did not seem to fit
well with members’ vintage classics .
The motorcycles were not a good thing
for my wife even though the many
rebuilds won numerous awards at
various car shows.

numerous Norton, Triumph, BMW,
Honda, and Kawasaki motorcycles as I
had the space and buying wisely
always resulted in a profit or at least
breaking even—so been there and done
that! I was not sure about the long-term
or even the short-term investment
return on a vehicle needing a
considerable amount of restoration.
But, my eye was always open for
something when driving highways and
back roads of central and northern
Michigan.
Our activities are mostly in the
surroundings of Mecosta, Remus, Big
Rapids, Morley, and Mount Pleasant,
MI. So, if I was going to locate
something that would suit our
“Cruisers” activity it would have to be
found in those neighborhoods. Heading
from Mecosta to Canadian Lakes on
Hwy 20 there was parked, about 30
feet off the road, a curious vehicle. I
stopped to look at it and after a week of
travelling that route, it appeared to be a
full-sized very, very nice cosmetically
well presented 1983 Oldsmobile
Ninety-Eight Regency four-door sedan.
So, after considerable silent meditation,
I called the number on the “For Sale”
sign displayed on the window. I was
surprised to find that the service
manager, Clyde M. Compson, at
Lakeside Motorsports was the owner
(one family since 1983). He was

Considerations and Priorities
Any thought of buying an expensive
collector car did not seem such a good
idea as other family activities and
priorities would be more important
considering our rapidly advancing
ages. Plus purchasing a vehicle that
needed considerable repair work and
expense did not make much sense
either—at this point we were looking
for comfort and fun—not a distracting
burden. I have, over the years, rebuilt
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someone I knew and trusted as he
arranges servicing and storage for my
boats. That was good news for me as
he has always been helpful and
forthright in our dealings.
Family and Vehicle History
Anyhow, as you can already see, the
Compson family vehicle was the
Oldsmobile pictured here. My first
conversation with Clyde was a casual
inquiry as I never get too excited about
spending money—especially when
there are four or more digits involved.
One of the things I noticed was the
appearance which was exceptional for
a used 30-year old vehicle which
resulted in the question: How is that?
Answer: It is a Michigan car but never
driven in bad weather and stored
through the winter! It looked it. Clyde
indicated that it was part of the family
since new and was bought for his
mother, Elinor Ann Compson by his
father, Marvin Compson. The Lansing
assembled Oldsmobile was purchased
from Story Oldsmobile, Inc. in
Lansing, MI on 4 February 1983, with
10.1 miles on the odometer (it now has
61,000 careful miles on the odometer).
Marvin was a Captain in the Lansing
Fire Department and Elinor worked for
the Lansing State Journal for many
years. The car displayed the fire
department shield logo on the rear side
windows.
They
moved in 1986 to
Horse Head Lake
near Mecosta as they
neared retirement.
Clyde had owned
the Olds since the
passing
of
his
parents and always
maintained
and
stored it as his
parents had done. I
sensed he had an
emotional personal
connection with the
Olds. Clyde could
tell that I was

interested in learning more about the
Olds, but I had to tend to some errands
and had to wait to ask more questions. I
was back two days later to see if I
could drive it five miles home to show
my wife—she liked it! Her family
always had Oldsmobile’s preceded by a
Packard or two. Her first new car was
an F-85 Oldsmobile.
Questions and Info Sharing
So, I needed to ask more questions and
find out what such a vehicle sold for,
what insurance premiums would be,
and what were historic vehicle
licensing possibilities. Clyde added
more information in that every piece of
factory and dealership literature,
double rust proofing documentation
(Rust-Pruf
Corporation),
detailed
maintenance records, and the new tire
warrantee records were all available to
review—it was starting to look like
Kathy and I were going to get serious
about a Oldsmobile Ninety-Eight
Regency. Aside from the general
appearance and detailed background
the car rode very well and that suits our
backs at this time. The engine is great
even though it is a pooch with only 140
hp. My wife took special notice of the
original demonstration audio tape
cassette—very nice speaker system. At
the price of $4,500, I figured there
would probably be nothing lost. I tend
to be a little too cautious and a few
more questions had to be answered.

Clyde responded to the following
questions: What is wrong with the
vehicle? Answers came immediately:

left front fender was replaced after a
deer jumped out in his path (darn), the
AC compressor was replaced and
upgraded (great), the clock had not
worked for years (easy fix), and the
head liner was recently replaced (ok!!).
The spare tire was never out of the
trunk! Some shared specifics about the
car’s history: the Olds had made one
trip to Florida and one to Colorado—so
it had spent the majority of its life in
Lansing and Mecosta surroundings
with trips through northern and western
Michigan. The original out-the-door
price was $17,512.16 (included
numerous Brougham options). The
original GMAC loan percentage was
11.9, and the total finance charges
totaled $3,216.16. The original
insurance was AAA (now Hagerty),
title fee was $2.00, title transfer $2.00,
and the car came with a 12month/12,000 mile new car limited
warrantee. A lot of fees and
expenses
have
really
changed over the past 31years!
Specs and Options
The following factory
specifications are peculiar
to this Olds (Ninety-Eight Regency—
Series 3C—V-6/V-8): This year’s
Ninety-Eight grille had a tighter
crosshatch pattern but maintained the
traditional Olds look, similar to the
1982 model. The nameplate was now
on the driver’s side of the
grill, not above it. Three
models were offered: The
252 cubic inch (4.1-liter) V6 with four-speed overdrive
automatic was standard.
Optional was a 307 cubic
inch (5.0-liter) gas fueled V8 or 5.7-liter diesel V-8.
Four-speed automatic was
standard with both V-8s.
Standard
Ninety-Eight
equipment included power
brakes and steering, tinted
glass, Four-Season air conditioner,
bumper guards and impact strips,
digital clock, power windows and door
locks, fender skirts, dual remote-
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control mirrors and a compact spare
tire. A divided front seat had dual
controls, velour upholstery and twoway power driver’s seat. The Regency
Brougham added a fully padded vinyl
roof, tilt steering, locking wheel
covers, lower body side moldings, and
halogen high-beam headlamps and
cornering lamps (cornering lamps not
on ours’).
Data relating to production of the
Olds shown include: Model Number—
3C, Body/Style Number—X69, Body
Type & Seating—4-door sedan 6P,
Factory
Price—13,120/13,195,
Shipping
Weight—3708/3867,
Production Total—105,948. Note:
production numbers included the
Brougham Oldsmobile but not the 2door coupe. As stated previously the
Olds we now own has the 307 cubic
inch V-8 along with most of the
Brougham options.

Plans for the Olds include a trip to
the Lansing Homecoming this coming
summer, trips to northern Michigan car
shows, and participation in the
Canadian Lakes Cruisers car show at
the “Castle.” ALL are welcome this
coming Labor Day weekend.
Selected References:

A History of Oldsmobile Lansing, MI
(undated pamphlet): Oldsmobile Division of
General Motors, Oldsmobile History Center
(Area Code: 517.885.1502)
Bailey, L. S. Ed., et al. (1983). GM the first
75 Years of Transportation Products. Detroit,
MI: General Motors Corporation/ Automobile
Quarterly Publications (ISBN: 0-915038-412).
Chevedden, J., and Kowalke, R. (2012).
Standard Catalog of Oldsmobile 1897-1997.
Iola, WI: Krause Publications (ISBN:13:9781-4402-3235-0)
Earley, H. J., and Walkinshaw, J. R. (1996).
Setting the pace: Oldsmobile’s First 100
Years.
Lansing, MI: Public Relations
Department Oldsmobile Division of General
Motors (ISBN: 0-7853-1958-1).

A Night at the Museum (and we all know what happens at night in the Museum!)
By Bruce Powelson
Our general R.E. Olds
membership
meeting
was
efficient and brief.
After
adjournment, our 30+ attendees
were treated to a very special
introduction to the private
pictorial archives of the Olds
family
with
a
running
commentary
by
Museum
Director Bill Adcock. Some
additional comments were served
by a very attentive audience.
It seems the million homes
owned by the Olds family were
scattered over our North American
continent. No – not really a million, but
a substantial number of edifices were
built, lived in, and enjoyed by R.E. and
family. Even at least one photo of a
nearly smiling Henry Ford and wife
Clara with the Olds patriarch showed a
warmth and camaraderie of the
automotive tycoons.
A few moments were spent with goodbyes and drive carefully and will it ever
warm up, and most who attended had
departed.
Museum Director Bill then proceeded
with a private tour of the Museum.
Kathy and Dick Emery were engrossed
by the stories of the Electric Olds and
Dr. Edward Sparrow’s interest and
persuasion of R.E. to begin manufacture
of such a transportation device. I am
sure a long and complete story awaits to
be told about that venture.
Later joined by this writer, and new
members Tim Darling and Darrell
Benedict (of Benedict Auto Shop fame),
our chatty but attentive group moved to
the south gallery. Mr. Emery, who is a

GM/Olds/Craft Centre retiree made
some inside-knowledge revelations
about the Buick Reatta production and
gave some insight to our Director about
various construction details of the
Reatta. He currently owns three of these
vehicles, but alas!, no convertible. Our
museum’s specimen is red.
Baby REO and Mama REO were
given their due respect, and intrigue was
discussed as to the life of Baby and
Mom and the suspense of how they were
obtained…all the while their polished
brass gleamed and an automotive grin
could be discerned in their radiators.
Along the way we were told about
horned but hornless Viking and other
vintage siblings of the era. We stopped
at the STOP sign display, impressed
with all the variations before signage
standardization occurred.
R.E.’s interest in things electric, lawn
care, boating, and many other things
was briefly discussed. Thomas Edison
did not have a patent on developing
one’s interest in “toys.”
Our next stop was the incredible
Smithsonian Museum-owned extended

on-loan Olds on display in
its hermetically sealed
display case. Low lights,
controlled temperature and
humidity, resting in proud
stance, with its special
warning of no flash lit
pictures
please,
this
paradigm
of
early
American
horseless
carriageness
bearing
witness to automotive
advances over the centuryplus of autodom was a testament to all
things automotive in our four-wheeled
world today. We observed and passed
in reverence, although no genuflections
were required.
We then traversed on to the north hall
again and heard of the Olds 1hp/cid
engine first, and on to the recently lit
incredible Oldsmobile insignia stained
glass window wall composed of limited
production pigmented glass. Its sibling
is awaiting to see the light.
Passing by the faux 442 Vista Cruiser,
we viewed the fascinating display of
hand machined and built running
miniature gasoline engines. Moving on
past the beautiful two-toned Dieselpowered Toronado [ed. Note: this
writer’s favorite], and many more
spectacular and several unique models,
lastly, Director Bill talked about the
colorful, beautiful mural recently
rescued from ignominy.
As the lights were dimmed, and the
doors were locked…What was
that?...could
we
hear
engines
starting…and cars saying DRIVE
ME?...hmmm.

April Meeting and a Michigan Book of Interest

April 1, following the Chapter business
meeting, members were treated to an
informative talk from guest speaker,
Barb VanderMolen.
A Michigan
resident her whole life, she has spent
years researching information for her
book titled Discovering Michigan
County by County. The book is 618
pages of beautiful photos and

interesting facts about Michigan. She
shared much information that many of
us Michiganians were not aware of.
Everyone learned something. Anyone
interested in buying a copy of the book
(it is $50 + tax) can contact her directly
at 517-543-3694.
Following the
presentation Chris Heminger, on behalf
of our Chapter, presented her with a
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copy
of
Setting The
Pace”
by
Helen Earley
and
Jim
Walkinshaw.

A Final 500 Aurora by Leo & Darlene Drozdowski, Member #328
We have a Final 500 Aurora (#228)
bought new in June 2003. The current
mileage is 26,500. I have the
appreciation package, even the box it
came in. The accompanying letter is a
copy of the one that came in the
package. It explains it all. I am happy
and proud to have my Aurora with the
Final 500's at the 2014 Homecoming
show.
Leo A. Drozdowski
7149 Porter Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
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My 1964 Cutlass Convertible, Celebrating 50 Years by Ron Reichle, Member #109
This is actually a story of two ’64
Cutlass convertibles. The first one I
bought in Lansing at a dealership at
Saginaw and Clippert Streets in 1967. I

had just finished about a six month stint
working at Oldsmobile on final
assembly (’66 and ’67). I worked on ’67
models there. The car I bought was used
and I liked the color (midnight blue with
light blue interior and top) and I liked
the style and looks. I had that car until
around 1969 when I moved back home
to Saginaw. Around then I decided to
trade in the Cutlass on a new car (I
won’t mention brand) even though I had

many compliments on what a sharp car
the Cutlass was. About a month or two
later I was second-guessing myself and
I went back to buy it back, but of course,
it was gone.
In the ‘70s, I always
had my eye out for
another ’64 Cutlass
convertible. In 1980 I
found an ad for one and
drove out to see it.
“Bingo”!!
It
was
midnight blue like my
first one with a white
top and interior. It had
high mileage but it was
in decent shape.
I
bought it. Over the
next ten
years I slowly had various
improvements done: rechromed bumpers, new top
and front seats, new bias
belted tires, etc. I drove it
only in good weather and
kept it in the garage for
winters.
In the early ‘90s, I
became aware of the Olds
Club in town and I joined

the chapter. I received advice and aid
with parts from Badgley’s and others.
In about 1992, I had saved enough to
have the car restored. That took about
two years as the gentleman that did the
work had issues, which resulted in a
somewhat long delay.
It was an
extensive restoration but it was not “off
frame”. I also had the 330 cubic inch
engine rebuilt. When it was finished in
early 1995, it looked good and was kept
as “original” as possible. Since then
I’ve been able to take it to local car
shows and attended Homecomings
every year since restoration. I’m very
proud of my car and it aids me in trying
to relive my younger years.

Motor City Rockets invite R. E. Olds Chapter to the Sloan Museum
March 22, several members of our
Chapter joined the Motor City Rockets
for an outing at the Sloan Museum in
Flint. 45 total Oldsmobile enthusiasts
were there. We were welcomed with
open arms as we met with the
group. We were asked to
introduce ourselves and then the
MCR group did the same. Those
attending from our Chapter were
Doug & Judy Badgley, Don & Eva
Cooper,
Leo
&
Darlene
Drozdowski, Brian and Joyce
Ford, Ashley Jones, Wayne &
Vicki May, Ken & Marsha
Nicholas and Bruce Powelson.
There are a few members that are
members of both chapters, but I did not
list them here.
The first order of business was the
MCR business meeting. It started with

a fascinating history about William
Durant and Alfred Sloan, the early
organizers of General Motors. Phil
Edwards provided this information,
which was most interesting.

Ken Nicholas, the OCA Eastern Great
Lakes Zone Representative, shared
current information updates on what
was going on with the OCA currently.
He introduced Vicki May as a candidate
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for one of the Zone positions. He
reminded all of us to vote when the
ballot comes in our April JWO.
The MCR continued their business
meeting and then it was time for lunch.
They had arranged for a box lunch
for all of us to enjoy while we
socialized.
Once we were done eating it was
time to tour the museum. The
Sloan has several rotating displays
as well as permanent displays.
Currently they had a huge exhibit
on outer space and space travel.
There was also a display on the
Civil War and the part residents of
Flint, MI played in that war. The
displays were all studied with great
interest.
A big THANK YOU to the Motor
City Rockets for including us.

R.E. Olds Chapter
General Session
Meeting
March 4, 2014
President, Bruce Powelson
called the meeting to order
at 7:00 PM.There were 32 present at the
meeting. There were 2 guests Tim Darling,
Darrell Benedict
Presidents Report: Bruce Powelson:
1.Welcome, Introductions: Those present
introduced themselves and presented any items
of interest to the membership.
2.Board Meeting Items: There were no Board
meeting items to present to the membership
during this meeting.
3.Special items
a. Route 66 Adventure update: The
route 66 adventure begins on October 9th and
runs through October 19th. The tour leaves Joliet,
IL and travels to Santa Monica, CA. Several
Chapter members are planning to join the group
leaving from Jackson, MI onOctober 8 to reach
the starting group in Joliet, IL on the
9th. Additional information is included in the
March/April
newsletter
or
on
the
website www.route66motorsporttour.com.
b.The Beekman Center placed a thank
you Letter in the Lansing State Journal giving
thanks to R.E Olds Chapter and others including
Jill and Andy Gilbert for the donation to the 2013
and bike show.
Vice Presidents Report/Programs: Chris
Heminger:
1.For the April General Session Meeting Barbara
J. VanderMolen will make a presentation
“Discovering Michigan County by County" and
she will have a partial sample book to review
during the presentation. She will also have books
for sale for anyone who is interested.
2.An Email was sent to Dennis Parrus about
appraising and hasn’t received a response
yet. He was planning to present to the Chapter
during the May General Session meeting on
classic car appraisal. At this time there are no
cars to appraise and will see if he will still attend
without a charge to the Chapter. Jerry Garfield
may have one car to appraise however; it would
be at his house and not at the museum.
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand
The minutes of the general session meeting for
February 4, 2014 were presented to the
membership and opened for discussion. There
was one question about the year of an Aurora for
a member and it was determined that the minutes
were correct. Bill Adcock motioned to accept the
minutes as read. Jim Harsant seconded the
motion. The membership approved the motion.
By-Laws Chairman Report: Troy Collins:
1.Reviewed Bylaws change regarding OCA
Membership requirements. Troy reviewed the
changes made and approved by Board members
in the bylaws. Membership has changed for the
primary and associate members.
Chapter
members are not required to be OCA
member. Each member is allowed one associate
member of the immediate household. The active
member must provide in writing the name of the

associate member. Full Board approval is
pending. The remaining board members present
at this meeting approved the changes. The next
step of the approval process will be presented to
the membership for their approval of the
changes.
Membership
Chairman
Report:
Don
Cooper was not present and there was no report.
OCA Chapter Representative Report: Eva
Cooper was not present and there was no report.
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas: OCA is in
process collecting nominations for the officers
and Zone Representatives. Ken Nicholas will be
running for the next term. Vicki May will also
run for the second Zone representative position.
A Motion to endorse both Ken and Vicki for the
Great Lakes Zone Representative nomination
was made and unanimously approved. Please be
sure to vote.
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock
presented a slide show of pictures that were
discovered in a garage dating back to the early
founding of Oldsmobile and REO. Thank you
Bill for sharing the great heritage.
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley:
Newsletter provided to members present. Please
send stories of 1964 any model Oldsmobile’s for
the newsletter.
Homecoming 2014 Committee Report
1.Ken Nicholas: We are on track with the
Homecoming show. The next meeting is two
weeks from tonight.
2.Ed Shand: As of this date there are 84 show
cars registered, 9 Swap meet vendors securing
26 spaces, a total of 80 shirts ordered, 29 people
bringing 14 cars to the Dimondale event and 28
people bring 13 cars to the museum event. Last
year we had 75 show cars registered at the same
period of time. Gut feel is there isn’t as great an
interest in the Friday or Saturday events this year.
Of course that may change. I received the flier
for the Fireside grill $5.00 cash for dinner and am
placing one in each confirmation letter when
mailed to the registrants. About 60 were mailed
prior to me receiving them and they will be
placed in the packets.
3. Judy Badgley has the list of responsibilities for
the show and a sign-up sheet for volunteers.
4.Steve Zaban provided information on a new
connection to the media for the mid-Michigan
area for the show.
Old Business:
1.Remembrance – Jim Walkinshaw the plaque
should be delivered. A formal presentation will
be made to the museum on April 14th.
New Business:
1.Possible modifications of 2014 General
Operations budget. No changes made.
2.Steve Zaban highlighted Mecum the auction.
There was a 2003 Aurora sold for 11,500
3.Ashley thanked those that provided photos for
the poster.
4.Thanks you Judy and Doug and Ashley for the
donation of the posters for the Chapter
Homecoming show.
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn the
meeting was made by Mike Ross and supported
by Jim Harsant. The motion was carried.
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary.
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WHO AM I

Did you guess? The answer is Ron
Dimon. Rod Dimon joined the Chapter
in 1990 and was Chapter President in
1994. He is the proud owner of a 1970
SX convertible that has a "Badgley big
block 455". He was on the Homecoming
committee in the very beginning
helping Ken & Marsha Nicholas. He
will be attending the 2014 Homecoming
show and appropriately presenting the
Founders Award. He now drives around
Florida with this one of a kind "Olds ID'
plate. Here is information about his car:
-One of 793 Cutlass Ragtops produced
with the SX package in 1970.
-The SX performance package (option
code Y79) featured: 320 hp rocket 455
v-8 h.c. engine with 2bbl carb and dual
exhaust, SX fender ornaments, rear
notch bumper with exhaust trumpets,
and turbo hydra-matic 400
transmission
-In 1970 muscle car sales bottomed out
mainly due to the cost of car insurance.
This happened at the same time GM
sales executives were stuck with a pile
of big blocks and no orders! So a way
around insurance was to make a muscle
car that was built by option code, and
not part of the vehicle identification
number. This coupled with choking
some horse power out of the 442 and
W30 and W31 made the 442 owners
and created a market for SX. This
worked for 1970 and into 1971. By the
time 1972 came about, the oil embargo
and Ralph Nader helped kill the muscle
car market for all. But what a life the
muscle car era gave us, and still gives
us today!!
-What does SX stand for? During my
23 years at General Motors I could
never find out, just speculation. But, I
think you will agree that this Cutlass
has ‘SX” appeal!!!!
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