Oldsmar Days Parade in Oldsmar, Florida
Tom & Jan Hummer ‘s 1992 Trofeo
See their story on Page 6

Also in this issue: A Starfire story from British Columbia
A new article series “WHO AM I”
Chapter Calendar of Events- so much to do

2013 R. E. Olds Chapter
Board of Directors
President

Vicki May
616-250-1568
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com

Vice-President

Chris Heminger
517-655-3514
clheminger@wowway.com

Secretary

Ed Shand
517-655-4739
jes@handofshand.com

Treasurer

Jerry Garfield
517-878-5095
lastolds@wowway.com

Editor’s message…….
I really appreciate the response to my request for articles. Two members sent in
information with the same general idea that will be a continuing series as long as
you keep providing me articles. The series will be “WHO AM I”. You send me
an article about yourself and how you are connected to Oldsmobiles, examples:
how you acquired your own Oldsmobile, car shows you have attended, work
being done on your Olds, work experiences at GM, Fisher Body or Oldsmobile,
how many Oldsmobiles have you owned, etc. The article will appear on one
page and the answer will be on a different page in the same issue. This is great
way to get to know other Chapter members. Be sure to include photos. Now that
you are thinking about it, take pen in hand. If you need help, don’t worry, help is
available. Just send me the info.
HELP WANTED…….
We still need volunteers for the phone tree. This involves
making about 9 calls once a month prior to the meetings.
The purpose of this is to maintain a personal contact with
members and to keep in touch with those that can’t always
make it to meetings. We currently have 11 callers, several of
who have done this for MANY years and would like a break.
Let me know if you would like to volunteer to help.

Judy Badgley

Membership Coordinator

Don Cooper
517-290-7455
Coopsledg@aol.com

OCA Representative

Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc. to Judy Badgley at
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876

Eva Cooper

President’s message…..

517-290-8451
Coopsledg@aol.com

Oldsmobile Club of America Update

Past President

Ken Nicholas
517-663-2397
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net

By-Laws Coordinator

Troy Collins
517-646-0879
tlc3844@aol.com
Board members are elected for a one-year
period of time at the Annual Banquet
Meeting. Officers assume their office
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year
in which they are elected.

General Club meetings are held on the
1st Tuesday of the month at various
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds
Museum in Lansing. Contact Vicki
May at the number shown above for
more information.

I hope everyone has had the opportunity to read the update we received from
OCA President, Jerry Wilson. It was sent via email to all members on our email
list. If you don't have email and would like a copy let me know and I would be
happy to mail a copy to you.
The OCA Board is addressing the issues at hand. There have been strong
demands made by members for Jerry to remove certain Board members. We all
need to remember that the bylaws and policy manual must be followed. Neither
Jerry nor the Board can take actions that don't follow the bylaws and policies.
Jerry has advised that information on the Boards progress will be posted on
the OCA website http://www.oldsmobileclub.org/. Please visit the website and
view the materials under the "About" tab to see bylaws, policies, meeting
minutes, etc.
I know the result of the vote to remove Gene Crowdis was a disappointment.
Time will tell what the future will be for OCA. There have been many good
years with great events and great people. Hopefully, we can get past the current
events and get back to the fun and informative OCA we joined.
It would be a shame if we let a very small minority with a goal to exercise
unreasonable control over the current Board win. Their time is limited. Our
voice will be heard when we vote them out. The OCA Board members that are
trying to do the right thing deserve a chance to succeed, to survive, and bring
OCA back to meeting the expectations of its members.
Thanks to all of you for participating in the process, and for your consideration
for support of those OCA Boards members working for us.
Vicki May, President
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NEWSWORTHY
May7
27

June4

R. E. Olds Chapter
Calendar of Events
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
Parade & Picnic
Dimondale, MI
Details on page 4
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
Guest Speaker from
The Canvas Shop a
Michigan-Made Car Cover

15

OLDSMOBILE HOMECOMING

19-22

National Antique Olds Club
Oldsmobiles 1897-1977
Elmira, NY
Details: www.antiqueolds.org

July2

CHAPTER

Board Meeting 6 PM
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum

24-28

Olds Club of America
All Oldsmobiles
Springfield, IL
Details: www.oldsmobileclub.org

27

Car Capital
R. E. Olds Museum event
Lansing, MI
Details: 517-372-0529

August6
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
11

ANNUAL CHAPTER PICNIC
Save this date
R. E. OLDS MUSUEM
DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED

20-25

Old US27 tour
Auburn, IN to Cheboygan, MI
Details: www.old27tour.com

24

28th Street Cruise
Grand Rapids, MI
Details to be announced
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“STUFF

All

Chapter

Members

Are

Invited

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE & PICNIC
Dimondale, Michigan

May 27, 2013

The Memorial Day celebration in Dimondale
is the place to bring your Oldsmobile and your
picnic basket. May 27, the small town of
Dimondale celebrates in a BIG way and you
are invited to participate in their Memorial
Day Parade, which begins at 11:00 am. We
need to meet in the parking lot at Carl's
Supermarket, 142 East Rd. in Dimondale by
10:30 am to get in position for the parade. We
use this opportunity to remind the residents
that the Oldsmobiles will be coming to their
town again the night before the Homecoming
show when over 50 Oldsmobiles descend on their town from all over the country. Don’t miss the fun!!!!!
Following the parade, Tom & Jan Hummer have invited all Chapter members to their home at 10379 Dimondale Hwy.,
Dimondale, for a picnic. You are welcome to come to the picnic even if you don’t drive in the parade. They have plenty of
parking. You are asked to bring a dish to pass and lawn chairs. Sloppy joes, paper products, pop and iced tea will be furnished.
This has become an annual event that many of our Chapter members look forward to attending. If you are planning to attend the
picnic, please RSVP to the Hummer's at 517-646-6633 or thehummersnest@sbcglobal.net.

Happy Birthday to you…….

Welcome New Members

May

Dean & Trena Trowhill
Grand Ledge, MI
1975 442 Original Owner

2
6
7
8
9
14
18
21

June
Janet Weglarz
Gary Armitage
Diane Grist
Dick Harrington
Juanita Gonzalez
Stacy Taft
Sharon Silcox
Lola Castle
Sherrill Cox
Floyd Meerman
Norm Witte

1
3
5
9
18
21
22
23
24
26

27
29
30
?

Vicki May
Mary Shoe
Bob Whitlatch
Scott Whittaker
Joyce Witte
Valerie Reichle
Nancy Nelson
Peg Lehnen
Ken Brochu
Sheri Wheelock
Don Cooper
Anne Irvine
Rudy Anzuldua
Darlene
Drozdowski
Arlene Jones
Sandy Salermo
Dan Evans
Sharon Severance
Jeff Klein
Lisa Anzuldua
Nancy Shaw

Tim & Nancy Shaw
Milan, MI
1966 442 Convertible
Doug & Priscilla Smith
Swartz Creek, MI
1957 Holiday 88 4-dr Hardtop
Kathy & Dick Emery
Leslie, MI
1994 Cutlass Supreme Convertible
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE from Don Cooper
Hello fellow R.E. Olds Chapter members. Soon we will be uncovering those beauties that we have kept hidden in the garage for
the last few months. All reports are that Spring is on the way. At this writing, these reports are debatable.
Here is some additional information about our membership you may find interesting.
 We currently have 114 members of which two are honorary and seven of the original founding members.
 Our members live in six states: Michigan, Arkansas, California, North Carolina, Illinois, and Indiana.
 We are also proud to say that we have four members from three Canadian Provinces; two from Ontario, one from
Quebec, and one from British Columbia.
Something that about 53 of us members have to look forward to is renewing our Chapter dues as their dues expire on June 1st.
To refresh your memories, our dues are $12.00 for one year or $30.00 for three years. You have two choices of newsletter
delivery - to receive a paper copy via U.S. Postal Service or delivery via e-mail and you will have all color pictures. If you want
yours via email, mark the box on the renewal form.
Members that receive a paper copy can check the address label for the RN number. If you have an RN13 it is time to renew.
If you have any questions about your membership, please feel free to contact me either through the Chapter mail or
coopsledg@aol.com or 517-290-7455.
Included in the newsletter is a membership application. Please fill this out completely, even if it is a renewal, and send it in with
your check. If you are not up for renewal this year, keep the application in your car and give it to a prospective member and
encourage them to join our group.
Dues should be sent to the Chapter mail address:
R. E. Olds Chapter
P.O. Box 80101
Lansing, MI 48908
If I don’t see you before, I hope to see you at Homecoming 2013. Don Cooper, Chapter Membership Coordinator

THE R. E. OLDS CHAPTER HAS LOST A LONGTIME MEMBER
Peter M. Gibson of Lansing was born August 4, 1924, in Flint, MI. The son of
the late Lee and Opal (Ecker) Gibson, passed away March 25, 2013, in
Glendale, AZ, at the age of 88. Peter served his country in the U.S. Navy
during WWII and retired from Oldsmobile engineering after 36 years of
service. He was preceded in death by his wives, Veronica Mary Gibson in
2002 and LaRae Spannagel Gibson in 2008. Surviving are his children, Candy,
Tom and Craig; grandchildren, Jamie, Christopher and Brigid; 6 greatgrandchildren; 1 great-great-granddaughter; and brothers, Bob and Don.
Pete joined the R. E. Olds Chapter in January 1986, and was member #53. He
was instrumental in creating specific T-shirts for the Oldsmobile Homecoming
car show when the show first began in a plant parking lot near the Olds
Administration building. Outside of his Olds-engineering job, he was an
entrepreneur; he saw a market for collectible model cars, and auto themed pins
and t-shirts, and ordered items in large quantities from vendors to insure
purchasing at the best price. Pete participated as a vendor in our Homecoming
swap area for years and usually had one of the largest collectible displays in
our show. During the summer, Pete traveled to most of the other major auto
shows selling his wares. Shortly after retiring from GM, Pete traveled the car
show circuit in a motor home, which contained custom under-the-floor storage
for his collectibles showcases. During the 1980’s, Pete helped to organize the
Oldsmobile Camera Club since photography was one of Pete’s other hobbies.
Pete had a great business mind and will surly be missed.
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52nd OLDSMAR FESTIVAL DAYS IN FLORIDA by Tom & Jan Hummer
Tom and I decided to vacation in
warm and sunny Florida, in the
town of Oldsmar, during the time of
their Oldsmar festival days in
March. R. E. Olds purchased 37,
541 acres near Tampa in 1913 to
develop his own city. Oldsmar is
named for him with a total of 13,
626 residents.
We drove our 1992 Toronado
Trofeo (what a smooth ride) to
Oldsmar, so that we could drive it in
their March 23rd Saturday parade.
We arrived at the very nice Holiday Inn
host hotel, Friday evening, March 15th.
Leo and Karen Stutzman, members of
the Florida Olds Chapter, had done an
excellent job of planning some very
nice touring events, which started on
Wednesday, March 20th. We left the
host hotel at 9am and caravanned
behind Leo, who was driving his 1953
Olds Fiesta on the expressways at 70mph (what a Great Rocket Engine) to
the “Fantasy of Flight” in Polk County.
It is a museum of antique airplanes
with several bi-wing planes from the
early 1900’s on display. In the
afternoon we got to watch an aerial
demonstration of a vintage German
aircraft that did special maneuvers in
the air for spectators. After we left the
museum, we drove to the Stutzman’s
home, where Karen served a delicious
home-cooked meal (We had been
eating in restaurants for days) to all of
us who went on the tour.

Thursday’s tour found 17 of us leaving
the hotel at 9am for the Ringling

Museum in Sarasota. There was a lot to
see there, but Tom and I chose first to
tour the Ringling’s absolutely gorgeous
winter 1920’s mansion. Across the
road from the Ringling Museum was
the Sarasota Classic Car Museum, so
after we finished lunch sitting in the
wonderful sunshine at
their cafe, Tom and I
headed to see the cars,
and we did see some very
nice and uncommon
autos. There was not one
Oldsmobile
in
the
museum, but they did
have framed posters
telling about the men who
produced the early US
autos. When we read
about R. E. Olds, it stated
that “R. E. was the first
automaker to have a
production line, and not Henry Ford”finally someone got it right! We met in
the Ringling Museum lobby and left at
3:30pm for Clearwater where
we cruised in to the Quaker
Steak & Lube Restaurant and
parked with about 100 various
makes of show cars. The
restaurant provided us with a
long table so we could all eat
supper together. Then it was
trophy time, and one of our
group’s Oldsmobiles, a beautiful
1934 coupe, won a trophy.
Tom and I did not go with the
group on Friday when they had
a tour of Oldsmar, but we did
meet the group at a nice restaurant
where we all had supper in a private
dining room.
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Saturday was parade day! They
started lining up the Oldsmobiles
about 10am with the open cars first,
which were carrying the dignitaries,
followed by the rest of the
Oldsmobiles. The parade started at
11am, and we drove our Toronado
with about 20 other Oldsmobiles on
several streets for a half-hour, with a
lot of people viewing the parade.
After the parade, we drove our cars
to the R. E. Olds Park where we
parked for our Olds Car Show. The
festival was there, and we had
perfect sunny 83° weather. Midafternoon the Florida Olds Chapter had
their club meeting in a pavilion, and
there were Oldsmobile owners
attending from Arizona, California,
Canada, Georgia, Michigan, Minnesota
and Missouri.

Florida was a long drive for us to be in
a parade and a car show, but Tom and I
enjoyed our first time being in Oldsmar
for their annual festival and parade. We
had a very warm and sunny vacation
while seeing green grass and flowers in
bloom for a welcome change from
Michigan!

Warm sunshine, palm trees
Oldsmobiles….. life is good!

and

WHO AM I?
EDITOR”S NOTE-This column is the result for of a plea for new articles, ideas, etc. for the Rocket Review. A member came forward with
this great life “history” with GM. After you have read the information, see if you can guess who sent the article. Then write your story and
send it to me at: djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI. You don’t have to have been a GM employee for the article.
This is a good way to get to know our Chapter members.

I started out as a service technician at
a Chevrolet Dealership in NJ. Then I
hired in as a technician at a
Pontiac/Olds
dealership
in
NJ.
Working there for a few years, I
became the service manager of the
dealership.
Oldsmobile hired me in 1969 and I
moved to Lansing to process warranty
claims for a few months. A transfer
was given to the Detroit Zone and I
was assigned the position of Claims
Administrator. After a year, I was
assigned a District Service manager’s
position for the western area of MI
headquartered in Grand Rapids.
Another 18 months passed and I was
transferred back to the Detroit area as
the Assistant Zone Service Manager
where I spent the following five years.
It was then off to St. Louis, MO as
the Zone Service Manager for the next
year. I received a call from the Zone
Manager in the Chicago Zone asking
me where I was as I was transferred to
that zone a few days before. Someone
forgot to let me know. I spent the next
18 months as the Assistant Zone
Manager-Service in Chicago and then
transferred to Memphis Zone as the
Assistant Zone Manager-Sales. That
was a great 18 months working with
dealers on sales and marketing
activities and if you remember around
1985-86, Oldsmobile changed the
products from the large rear-wheeled
drive cars to smaller front-wheeled
drive cars. When I was transferred

back to Lansing in 1987 the Memphis
zone was outselling every other carline
including Chevrolet. Olds was #1 for
that year.
In Lansing, I headed a new initiative
called the Technical Assistance
System. We had a dozen top technical
qualified representatives help dealer
service personnel resolve difficult car
problems via the telephone. That was a
challenge, however, that proved
beneficial in the long run. I then
managed the service publication
department being responsible for the
development and printing of service
manuals, service bulletins and owner
manuals. Oldsmobile initiated the first
owner’s manual utilizing illustration to
explain the vehicle’s operation to the
consumer. We were awarded the top
honor that year for the best car
company owner’s manual.
It was then time to manage the
Oldsmobile
Customer
Assistance
Department. Our goal was to provide
our customers with the best experience
of service available in the automobile
industry. This was the time in our
history that Oldsmobile began using
EDS representatives to answer the
phones from customers. It required a
lot of training on the product and
development skills to meet the high
standards that Oldsmobile expected
with customer satisfaction.
GM began consolidating various
department activities to save money.
One was to combine the divisional

Customer Service Department under
one roof. We moved our department to
the Phoenix Center in Pontiac MI and
operated there for a couple of years.
To bring you up to date it’s now the
year 2000. Further consolidation was
happening within GM and the “CARS”
organization was formed.
The
Customer and Relationship Service
group had the responsibility to handle
all calls and correspondence from
customers and dealers for most sales
and service activities. I was stationed
in Detroit at the Renaissance Center,
where we established three mega call
centers- one in Tampa, Austin and
Portland. Each center was staffed with
500 agents from suppliers and managed
by GM managers.
In 2002, I was assigned the task to
develop a single operating system that
married five independent divisional
computer systems into a single
application. It took a year and a great
deal of resources from each center to
develop the criteria for each data
requirement. When the application
was activated, it was nearly flawless. I
then had 34 years with Olds and GM
and found it was time to retire. I did on
February 1, 2003, 34 years to the day I
was hired in.
Did you guess “Who this is”? See if
you are right, answer is on page 10.
Remember to send your own “Who am
I?” article. It can be any length you want.

ROCKET CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE: 1968-1972 Cutlass GM hood
insulation, original. This is NOT the kind
that comes all rolled up, it is sandwiched
between 2 large pieces of cardboard. This
is the GM part #401276 insulation that is
formed to fit the hood, $100 each. No
shipping, must pick up in Lansing or
Potterville.
Contact
Judy
Badgley,
djbadgley@gmail.com or
517-256-2336

FOR SALE: 1987 442 with a little over
60K miles, a moon roof and has never been
driven in the winter. It is a beautiful car.
$7,000, firm. For more details, Jim Brehm,
517-675-7146
FOR SALE: 1965 Cutlass Convertible,
twenty footer, light blue with white top,
runs great, 25 years one owner. Assessed at
$8000, negotiable. Call Pete at 517-4857698 anytime.
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FOR SALE: 2002 Final 500 Intrigue
wheel center caps, NEW GM. Price
reduced! $75 each or $350 for all 5.
Contact Calvin at 517-749-6135.
FOR SALE: 1971-72 Steel louvered hoods,
71-72 OAI ram air hood, 70 Cutlass “S”
hood, 71-72 “88” front fenders, 69 442
cutout bumpers, 71-72 442 cutout bumper,
70 Cutlass/442 front bumper. Call Ashley
for $$$. 517-819-9840 between 7-10PM.

A STARFIRE CONNECTION: by Jamie Cox
Over a span of about 24 years, my
first wife Brenda and I have been
visiting Mike and Charlene Izzo in
Lake Balboa, California. Mike and
I share a great love for 1963
Oldsmobile Starfire Convertibles.
For the past 5 years, it has been
Sherrill (my second wife) and I
driving either the blue Midnight
Mist '63 Starfire Convertible or the
light brown Saddle Mist '63 Starfire
Convertible. For our 2012 eighteen
day October trip, we decided to take
the blue car since it is newly
restored and still needed some fine
tuning. We intended to find a short
in the fuse box as our major goal
with expert help from Mike. Little did
we know, finding and fixing that was a
minor issue. The drive from Victoria,
B.C. to Los Angeles is about 1350 miles
straight down I-5 and takes us 2.5 days
of hard, dedicated driving at 65 mph.
We try not to drive at night due to vision
issues so we start about 7 AM and finish
by 6 PM.
The first Sunday at Mike's, we left at 5
AM to attend the annual Veteran’s
Memorial Car Show in Loma Linda, CA.
This 1,250 car show has raised hundreds
of thousands of dollars for the hospital
over the past 22 years. During our predawn departure for the show, we
discovered that the dash lights worked
intermittently. We felt that it might be a
bad connection or a bad ground. A little
on-the-road coffee break inspection and
fiddling with the under-dash wiring
provided no answers to the lighting
problem but killed the fuel gauge. The
gauge worked fine all the way down
from Canada. We followed very close to
Mike on the drive to the show, had a
great day viewing all the cars and also
met a new Oldsmobile 'convert'
there, Rudy Espinoza. Rudy is restoring
a '63 Dynamic 88 convertible and lives
nearby in Fontana, CA. We hope to see
this car soon.
Back at Mike's the next day we played
with the cluster’s main electrical plug
and some of the miniature lights, but did
not fix the real problem. In fact, things
got even worse! We decided to remove
the dash completely, buff up the
connections on the printed circuit board
and test each light, to see if we could

(left to right) Mike Izzo, Jamie Cox

locate the problem. However, in trying
to reinstall the dash, on my back and
blindly by feel, one of the main circuit
board pins broke off. Now we were
really in a stew. This instrument cluster
has the “Safety Sentinel” feature. It took
months of web searching to locate this
option and add it to the car. Mike started
on the phone to club members in search
of another instrument cluster and one
was located in Victorville, California
about 100 miles from Mike’s place. John
Welch altered his travel plans and agreed
to be available for us to visit the very
next day. John’s donor car was a '63
Dynamic 88 that did not have a Safety
Sentinel, but we couldn’t be choosy, just
thrilled and thankful to find one for the
cost of buying lunch for a generous club
member.
Many thanks to Southern
California Olds Club member John
Welch for bailing us out of a tough
situation.
The following day we removed the
headlight switch, cleaned up the contacts
and bench tested it to verify its integrity
before reinstallation. For the instrument
cluster, we exchanged the damaged
printed circuit board with the one from
the donor car, bought all new lights and
5/8” inch light sockets (part # HP
4090 from Tampa Auto Parts, thanks
Tom) and bench tested it completely
before reinstallation. This time, we left
the upper dash panel off, lined up and
installed the multi-pin connector, then
installed the upper dash panel. This was
much easier than going at it blindly from
below. We then put a car cover over the
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car to put us in darkness, pulled
on the light switch and
voila…all the dash lights,
signals and fuel gauge worked
perfectly. We were in business
again. The original electrical
problem I wanted to check out
while visiting Mike was tackled
next. The dome lights kept
burning out fuses ever since
some recent interior work was
performed. We found the 'short'
by tracing the circuit in the
service manual to a rear
passenger cigarette lighter. On
testing this, we found that the
wires had been reversed so that
the positive to the lighter was connected
directly to ground. Lengthening one
wire, then correctly reattaching the
lighter wires solved the problem. This
was an easy fix. Now we had our
interior and dome lights back on when
the doors opened. Thank you, Mike.
On to the next electrical problem…the
trunk light on this car had been wired
into the tail light circuit back near the left
taillight. Looking at other cars of this
era, I learned that it plugs directly into
the body connector just above the left
rear wheel well. We removed all the
incorrect wiring, found the proper
connection under the carpet, installed the
correct bulb and the light worked
perfectly. It pays to work with someone
who knows what to do. The next issue
was a surprise to both of us. Mike had
been looking at the engine and noticed
the power steering belt had cut a groove
into the upper radiator hose. This was
improperly installed from day one when
the car was totally redone back in 1992.
Wrong belt and wrong hose. We looked
around locally for an upper hose with no
success,
then
called
FUSICK
Automotive Products, Inc. on Monday at
5:35AM, California time. They had both
hoses and could ship them that day for
next-day delivery by Fed-Ex. Yes, Yes,
Yes, on Tuesday at 1:34PM we had the
replacement hose and spares by Fed-Ex
Overnight.
EXCELLENT SERVICE
from both Mike Fusick and Fed-Ex. By
3pm the job was done with a proper new
upper hose and a correctly sized new belt
(# 7619 Gates XL) which gave us about

3 inches of clearance now. Problem
Solved.
Mike drove the car a few days earlier
and noticed a bit of excessive pedal
travel when applying the brakes. We
lifted the car and spun the front tires
finding “No Drag” on either of the front
brakes. Since this year and model had
''self adjusting brakes'' as a feature, we
determined that the car just doesn’t do
enough backing and braking to keep the
brakes tight. We took it out on the street
and started to back up repeatedly, brake,
go forward, back-up, etc. After several
of these actions, we took the car back
into the shop area, lifted the front end,
spun the wheels, and VOILA!! A perfect
amount of drag at each wheel and we
didn’t even have to get our hands dirty
solving this problem. I guess I’ll be
doing more backing and braking in the
future.
Sunday, October 14th…we took the
day off from fixing cars to attend the
Southern California Olds Club 40th
Annual Memorial Picnic and Car Show.
About 31 fantastic Oldsmobiles and 76
people attended the show which was held
at Yorba Linda Regional Park. They had
judged classes, lots of raffle prizes,
potluck side dishes to fill several tables,
Mike and I helped flip burgers and dogs,
and during the awards ceremony, Grant
Warner (So. Cal. V. P.) paid a heartfelt
tribute to the So. Cal. Olds Club
members who have passed away. Our
Starfire won a Best of Class plaque as
well as a Long Distance award for
driving 1,350 miles to the show. After
getting the cars back to Mike’s place, the
evening was capped off with dinner at
Jerry's Famous Deli in Studio City. A
good day for all.

Jamie Cox & Karon Pierce (So. Cal. Secretary)

On Monday, we targeted the next to
last item needed for our trip home. I’ve
done oil changes to my Starfires in the
past, but have always used a pipe wrench
on the unusually shaped oil pan plug. It
seems that the oil pan plug has its own
special tool with 8 sides to assist in its
removal. It is a Bonney A-650 oil pan
tool…Mike had one and asked if I had
the same…never heard of it. So we got
on the Internet, searched for Bonney
tools and eventually found a source, Mr.
Paul Williams, Mike’s long-time friend
and Rocky Mountain Olds Club Chapter
member at 1950oldsrus@gmail.com.
Mike sent an email to Paul since he knew
him, got a response the next day and by
that evening we had 6 of these tools
coming by express mail. They arrived 2
days later, in time for us to take them
home to Canada. The extra tools were
for our other friends who have Starfires
in Edmonton, Alberta, Qualicum Beach,
BC and a local new Olds friend who is
restoring a 1964 Olds 98 convertible, Ed
Levitt, from Burbank, CA. The next
item to look at was the vacuum trunk
release. We measured the vacuum at 10
on the hose by the lock, 12 on the hose
by the glove box door and 13.5 to 14 at
the hose by the Dole valve on the
firewall. So the vacuum was decreasing
as it got to the trunk. Mike's car vacuum
measured out at 15. We now realize we
have some leakage and will look to
correct this problem another day.
One other item yet to fix…the exhaust
gasket on the driver’s side exhaust pipe
coming off the manifold. Mike noticed
this leak a few days earlier and we were
just now getting to it. It seems the
original restoration shop from 1992 (long
before I owned the car) had used a
triangle type 3 hole gasket in a 2 hole
doughnut type connection…nice work.
It was leaking so we headed to a local
shop called Gil's Muffler on Roscoe
Blvd. in Northridge. Dale, Gil’s son and
now owner of the shop, looked after us
by correcting this unusual bit of “Rube
Goldberg” workmanship and quieting
everything down. Thanks, Dale.
No trip to LA is complete without a
stop at Autobooks / Aerobooks in
Burbank,
CA
(tina@autobooksaerobooks.com) to see if they have any
new or “old” items on Oldsmobiles for
us…and of course they did…more
money spent.
Car guys to the
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Max…YES? We also stopped in at
California Car Cover to browse their
inventory of T-shirts, garage signs, car
care products and neon signage. What a
store. In the mean time, checking our
Internet mail, we noted that Jack Bleil
had mailed some new decals for our car
(bleil@netlink.net) which
we
had
ordered prior to leaving so they would be
waiting for us when we got home. We
found him in JWO via OCA.
October 18th: we had decided to stay
one extra day before driving home. I
think a lot of folks wanted us around
for that special day. As it turned out,
Mike and Char had planned a surprise
backyard birthday party / BBQ for my
65th year. So getting me out of the
house and out of that area where the car
was parked became a challenge. Mike
faked a medical appointment and wanted
to go alone, so that meant I would drive
Char to her fitness class and then later to
her dental appointment. This got me out
of the house so Mike could set things in
motion at home preparing food and
decorating the patio. All turned out well
with the guests wearing BLACK (I guess
I am over the hill now and on the
decline), great food, great friends and
some special gifts too…how to explain
this to Customs at the border? A 1947
Oldsmobile metal sign, 1963 Starfire JoHan model kit, an Oldsmobile gold key
chain, Great American Classics DVDs
and Oldsmobile Ads on a DVD! All
super gifts, life is good when you have
such friends as these two! Very early on
October 19th, we left for the 3 day trip
home…North to Canada. Thank you
both for the great Holidays! I am sure
we will return, but next time, we will
drive down in the Aurora.

Jamie & Sherrill Cox…and yes,
Real Women Do Drive Oldsmobiles.

21st ANNUAL OLDSMOBILE HOMECOMING - June 15, 2013
information to volunteer your services.
Remember the good jobs/times go fast,
so don’t delay.

Homecoming is just over a month
away. All indications are it will be as
big if not bigger than past meets. It just
doesn’t seem possible that we continue
to receive registrations and attendees
from those that had not previously
heard about the show. Seriously this
show has been the Saturday of Father’s
Day weekend for 21 years!
Our Chapter members continue to do
an outstanding job of improving
Homecoming.
New
ideas
and
improvements on old ideas are what
make it happen. Even when there is a
“snafu”, usually none of our visitors
know. Like last year when the golf cart
supplier forgot to bring the golf carts.
John Gross and Mike Gross’ son
pitched right in and offered their
personal vehicles to haul signs, cones
and barricades to their position. When
a former Chapter member and
Homecoming Chairman, Pat Robinson,
found out about the problem, he made
a call to his employer and got us a
couple of Gators to use. We are a
resourceful group and it just happens!
Ed Shand reports that as of April 16,
2013 registrations are coming in
quickly. We currently have 158 cars
registered and 73 vendor sites sold. If
you haven’t sent in your registration
form yet, don’t wait. It is much less of
a wait to pre-register than to sit in line
waiting. If you are thinking of vending
in the swap meet, you definitely need
to get registered. Even with our
expanded area, we come very close to
selling out of available spaces.
The past few years we have upgraded
our registration gift to a high quality
item. We have always had enough gifts
for everyone that registers with even
some left over. Last year that all
changed. We ran out of our gift of the
car blankets because we had so many
attendees. This is another reason to get
your registration sent in. This year our
gift is a full color, 9” x 12” tin sign
with the Homecoming logo and you
won’t want to miss out. Pre-registered
participants are guaranteed a gift.

Our annual Oldsmobilia auction,
organized by Steve Zaban, is a lot of
fun for our visitors. To make it fun, he
needs items to auction. If you have any
Oldsmobile items to contribute, contact
Steve and let him know what you have.
It helps Steve to know before show day
if there is going to be a good selection
of items to attract bidders. All of the
proceeds go to our Chapter treasury to
help offset costs of the show itself. If
you have something to donate email
Steve at szaban@wowway.com or call
him at 517- 927-7715.
We are still looking for cars to
participate in the youth judging
program, “Operation Ignite”. This
program is to encourage young people
to get involved with collector cars. We
are looking for a variety of years and
models for the kids to see the many
possibilities in preserving Oldsmobiles.
If you would like to have your car as
one of the 10 we will use, please
contact Judy Badgley at 517-256-2336
or djbadgley@gmail.com
Judy also needs your help with
volunteering for the show. We need
help on Friday night at 5pm if you are
busy on show day. We also need help
from 6am-4pm on show day. We ask
everyone to help for a 2-hour shift at
the various work sites. We have sit
down jobs as well as standing jobs.
Contact Judy using the above contact
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In recent years, we have been
promoting activities in the local area
that our Homecoming guests might like
to participate in. The Friday night
“cruise-in” in Dimondale is always a
hit. This year we are also inviting our
visitors to a “Night in the Museum” on
Saturday night. The R. E. Olds
Museum is opening their parking lot to
Oldsmobiles and their doors to the
Oldsmobile enthusiasts. They are
offering a special admission rate of $5.
The cost of admission will get you
popcorn and ice cream in addition to
the opportunity to see what displays are
new. The museum is also planning a
“garage sale” to sell some of their extra
items. Several items have been donated
specifically for this event. All proceeds
directly help the museum’s operating
fund. After Homecoming, plan to go to
the museum for this fun event.

WHO IS IT?

The answer is Ed Shand.

Ed joined the R. E. Olds Chapter in
January of 2000. From 2005 to present
he has been continuously elected to the
Chapter Board as Chapter Secretary.
From 2007 to present he has
volunteered his services as registrar for
the annual Oldsmobile Homecoming
show. Ed has restored several
Oldsmobiles and currently owns a 65
Starfire (pictured), 1970 pace car
convertible track car #27, and a 1966
Toronado. He is currently restoring his
sons Rallye 350.

R. E. Olds Chapter
General Session Meeting
February 5, 2013
Vice President Chris
Heminger
called
the
meeting to order at 7 PM.
There were 23 Chapter
members present.
Presidents Report: Vicki was absent.
Welcome V.P. Chris Heminger welcomed those
attending this meeting and thanked them for
coming to the meeting to help ‘stuff’ close to 2,000
envelopes with Homecoming flyers.
Board Meeting Items: Chris Heminger reviewed
the Board meeting of 1-8-13.
Chris gave a quick overview of the Chapter budget
that was discussed at the Board meeting. He also
reviewed other items the board discussed and
voted on.
Vice Presidents Report/Programs:
Chris
Heminger- Social Events/outings: two people have
committed to be a speaker at a future meeting,
Tom Erb and Jim Walkinshaw. Chris has also
asked Bill Porterfield if he would speak at one of
our meetings.
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand
The minutes of the general session meeting for
December 2012 were presented to the membership
and opened for discussion. Bob Shorman motioned
to accept the minutes as read.
Mike Ross
seconded the motion. The membership approved
the motion.
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley: Absent. She
sent a report that she is working on the next
newsletter. The deadline for articles is February
10th.
By-Laws Chairman Report: Troy Collins said he
is working on updating his copy of the bylaws.
Membership Chairman Report: Don Cooper
reported: Nothing to report.
OCA Chapter Representative Report: Eva
Cooper reported:
Compliance Report: the compliance report has
been emailed to Steve Mestead. Steve replied that
the Chapter is 94% compliant as of February 1,
2013.
Member Retention letters/calls: Eva sent out
several letters and emails reminding members of
their expired OCA membership. Two members
replied and have since mailed their dues in.
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas reported that
the OCA Board members are trying to resolve its
ongoing issues. The treasurer has been informed
by letter that he has 60 days to show that his
reports are in place and up to date. A $1,300
lawsuit has been filed against the OCA by the Iowa
Chapter due to costs incurred by the Iowa Chapter
for the 2012 National show. Ken reviewed for
everyone some details of this $1,300. lawsuit.
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock reported
the Museum is doing quite well and that 2012 was
a good year for the Museum. He also talked about
the new exhibit that is under construction. It will
be a mock-up of a Curved Dash assembly line.
The beams were recycled from Building 16. The
building was over 100 years old. Bill expects the
exhibit to be completed by March.
Old Business:
1. Homecoming: Ken Nicholas reported that a
check has been received for $250.00 from Dick
Miller Racing, for advertising in the flyer.
2. Marsha Nicholas reported that the next
Homecoming meeting is Tuesday, February 19.

3. Website updates: Via email, Wayne Mason has
asked for Chapter meeting dates and any events
that are scheduled so he can update the calendar on
the website.
New Business:
1. Approve the Annual budget: The board
approved the proposed 2013 budget and now the
Chapter members must approve it. Chris reviewed
the changes that were different from last year.
Motion to approve this 2013 budget was made by
Marsha Nicholas and seconded by Eva Cooper.
Motion approved.
2. The Chapter received a letter from the 2013
OCA Nationals being held in Springfield, IL. The
letter was to ask if our Chapter would like to
advertise in their events magazine. Rates range
from $25-$200. Our budgeted amount for this
item is $100. The board will ask Wayne Mason if
he will put together the artwork for this ad as he
has done it in the past. Because this donation is
listed in our budget, it will not need an approval at
the meeting.
3. Approximately 2,000 Homecoming flyers were
stuffed into envelopes for mailing by Chapter
members present tonight.
4. REOTM Duane Wells called Don Cooper to ask
if the Chapter would like to donate money for the
2014 museum calendar. Jerry Garfield will give a
Donation Request Form to Bill Adcock to fill out
requesting $200 for advertising in the calendar.
5. Mike Ross reported that the Grand Rapids 28th
Street Cruise will be held on August 24, 2013.
Details will be published in the newsletter when
available.
6. Mike Ross asked if those present would like to
set up a date to visit John Leese’s private
collection of cars and also two of Mr. Leese’s
friends, who have a private collection of classic
cars. Mr. Leese has a GM dealership on 28th
Street. Mike suggested that we set-up several
dates for Mr. Leese to choose from. Mr. Leese
will also need to confirm the availability date of
his two friends.
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn the
meeting was made by Troy Collins and supported
by Ken Nicholas . The motion was carried.
Respectfully submitted: Eva Cooper, Acting
Secretary
R.E. Olds Chapter General Session Meeting
March 5, 2013
President, Vicki May called the meeting to order at
7:00 PM. There were 23 present at the meeting.
Presidents Report:
1.
Welcome, Introductions Some members had
special items and showed them to the other
members. (New Members-Dean Trowhill)
2. Board Meeting Items: No Board meeting items
to present to the members.
Vice Presidents Report/Programs: Chris
Heminger: Jim Walkinshaw will present in July or
August. Bill Porterfield has been contacted and is
considering making a presentation to the Chapter
in the future.
Secretaries Report: Eva Cooper for Ed Shand
The minutes of the general session meeting for
February 5, 2013 were presented to the
membership and opened for discussion. Bill
Adcock motioned to accept the minutes as read.
Jim Harsant seconded the motion. The membership
approved the motion. Thank you Eva for taking
the minutes in the absence of the Chapter
Secretary...
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Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley: provided
copies of the recent newsletter to those present.
The remaining will be mailed to the members. If
you have any additional articles please send them
to Judy for the next release.
By-Laws Chairman Report: Troy Collins has
completed the update to the Chapter Bylaws and
has sent a copy to all Board members.
Membership Chairman Report: Don Cooper
reported: Dean and Trena Trowhill of Grand Ledge
are new members.
OCA Chapter Representative Report: Eva
Cooper reported nothing new to report
OCA Zone Report: Ken Nicholas: Ken provided
the membership with detailed information
regarding the issues within OCA and the current
Board activities. OCA will conduct a vote from
the 20 Board members to remove the OCA
treasurer from OCA in mid-March. It appears that
there are not enough votes to pass the resolution
Museum Liaison Report: Bill Adcock: Thank
you Judy for the newsletter article about the
museum. The Car Capitol car show will be on the
street this year. Space on Michigan Ave and
Allegan in front of the Capitol has been secured
from the City. The date is July 27th. Space is also
available on Washington Ave for overflow. We are
expecting 250 cars. The museum will be taking 3
cars to Concours of America show as well on July
28th.
Old Business:
1. Our Website looks good with all the changes
and updates that were made.
2. Thanks Judy for preparing and producing the
newsletter
3. Mike Ross reported that the Grand Rapids 28th
Street Cruise will be held on August 24.
4. Mike Ross asked if those present would like to
set up a date to visit John Leese’s private
collection of cars and also two of Mr. Leese’s
friends, who have a private collection of classic
cars. Mike will come up with some dates that are
available and report back at next month’s meeting.
5. Homecoming: There are 86 show cars
registered. Last year at the same time there were
101 registered. There are 15 vendors registering 32
swap meet spaces There are 80 shirts ordered to
date Friday night Dimondale show has 27 cars and
55 people signed up. Saturday afternoon Museum
event has 21 cars and 43 people signed up
New Business:
1. Bob Shorman has some pictures of cars. He
takes a photo and then he paints the car from the
photo. If members would like their car painted
Bob will do it.
2. Received a note from Bill Adcock thanking our
chapter for the donation for the 2014 museum
calendar.
3.
The
new
website
for
OCA
is
www.oldsmobileclub.org click on the “about tab”
for their bylaws. The minutes of meetings are also
on the site.
4. Hummers are headed to the Oldsmar event in FL
5. Bruce Powelson has a video of a 68 Cutlass
performance interview and it was shown to the
membership.
6. Bill Adcock demonstrated the Olds player piano.
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn the
meeting was made by Tom Hummer and supported
by Chris Heminger. The motion was carried.
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary.

