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The R. E. Olds Chapter Annual Banquet is now history. The lobby 
of the banquet facility was brightened with the neon display 
brought by Dave Sanders. His beautiful sign, shown below, also 
won the “Most Colorful Display” award.  
 
The banquet facility was filled to capacity with Oldsmobilia. All of 
the display tables were filled and other displays were beautifully 
arranged on available wall, chair and floor space.  In addition to the 
variety of displays we had the largest attendance ever. The food 
was delicious and the friendship was better. See details in this issue.  
 

Have a safe and Happy Holiday Season 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 R. E. Olds Chapter 
Board of Directors 

 
President 
Vicki May 
616-891-8713 
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com 
 
 
Vice-President 
Chris Heminger 
517-6455-3514 
clheminger@cablespeed.com 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Troy Collins 
517-646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Don Cooper 
517-627-6697 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
OCA Representative 
Eva Cooper 
517-627-6697 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
Newsletter Editor 
To be determined 
 
Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
517-663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net  
 
By-Laws Coordinator 
Troy Collins 
517-646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Board members are elected 
for a one-year period of time 
at the Annual Banquet 
Meeting. Officers assume 
their office beginning January 
1st of the subsequent year in 
which they are elected.  
 
General Club meetings are 
held on the 1st Tuesday of the 
month at various locations, 
but usually at the R. E. Olds 
Museum in Lansing. Contact 
Vicki May at the number 
shown above for more 
information.  

Notes from the Editor…… 
 
Hi. My name is Judy Badgley and I have volunteered to be the Editor for this 
issue of Rocket Review. I appreciate all of the help I received from past Editor 
Wayne Mason and Interim Editor Ed Shand to assemble this issue. Both of 
them have used a different computer program than I have, so you will see that 
it is much more “simple” than previous issues. I have used my basic old 
Microsoft “Word” program that is dated 1997. Although it is not as high-tech 
as in the past, I hope you will enjoy reading this issue.  
 
The Chapter is still looking for someone to volunteer to be the full-time Editor 
of the Rocket Review. This newsletter is a major resource for staying in touch 
with our members. Many do not live near enough to attend the monthly 
meetings. Communication is very important to keeping our Club going. Please 
volunteer to help. If you don’t want to commit to doing ALL of the issues 
please step up to do maybe a single issue. The newsletters are scheduled to be 
mailed near the first of February, April, June, August, October and December. 
There are many members that are regular contributors for articles, so don’t feel 
you need to “write” the newsletter. For additional information contact 
President Vicki May and tell her you will do an issue and which one you 
would like to do. 
 
 
It’s that time of year….. 
 
 …to reflect on what the year has brought and to look forward to things to 
come in the new year.   I’m so grateful for the friendship, the fun, and the 
caring of our members and all those great car people we meet along the way.  
Here’s a quote I have displayed in my office I’d like to share: 
“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and 
more. It turns denial into acceptance, chaos into order, confusion into clarity.... 
It turns problems into gifts, failures into success, the unexpected into perfect 
timing, and mistakes into important events. Gratitude makes sense of our past, 
brings peace for today and creates a vision for tomorrow.”     Melodie Beattie 

As you will see as you read this newsletter, Chapter members and friends have 
made it a great year.  Our Homecoming event gets better every year thanks to 
lots of hard work and innovation.  Activities planned by our members offered 
more time for fellowship and fun.  New members brought new ideas and 
interesting stories.   

As we head for 2011 I am grateful to have a very effective and energetic Board 
and hard-working committees by my side.   

Thanks to Harry Emmons, our VP of many years, for his contribution of time 
to the Chapter. 

Happy Holidays to everyone……….. 

Vicki   a/k/a your president, Rocket the Clown   ☺ 
 
 



HOMECOMING   2011 
JUNE 18, 2011 

 
The 2011 Homecoming 
Committee has been busy 
working on the next 
Homecoming show. There have 
been 3 meetings already. Ken 
and Marsha Nicholas and Don 
and Eva Cooper are the co-
chairs again this year.  
 
There will be a major change 
this year in the layout for the 
car showfield. After many years 
of not having any participant 
balloting for Class Awards, it 
was decided to try an all-new 
approach to parking. All show 
cars will be parked as they 
arrive rather than in a “Class”. 
That will allow us to make 
better use of our space. 
Normally we “guesstimate” the 
number of spaces to leave for 
particular classes based on 
previous attendance. This 
typically leaves a lot of empty 
spaces. With this new plan 
all spaces will fill in order. 
If you drive a Cutlass and 
want to park with your 
friend who has a Toronado, 
no problem. If you “arrive 
together, you can park 
together”.  
 
Another change will be 
designated R. E. Olds 
Chapter member parking. 
The front area that has typically 
been used for feature cars will 
now be for our members as the 
hosts of the show. If you arrive 
in an Oldsmobile show car, you 
will be able to park up front. 
This will be a big help to all of 
you that volunteer to help with 
the show. You will have 
reserved parking.  
 

Our theme this year is 
“Oldsmobile Racing Through 
the Years”. Ken has been 
working on the t-shirt design 
and it is another outstanding 
design. It has Olds race cars 
from the 1903 Pirate to the 
more modern Cutlass racecars.  
 
We also have a special guest 
that will be doing a seminar for 
our attendees. Dick Miller, 
noted Oldsmobile racer will be 
attending. Dick sponsors the 
biggest Oldsmobile racing event 
there is in Norwalk, Ohio every 
year and he offers a complete 
line of mechanical parts for 
Oldsmobile racers. He will be 
bringing his 1970 W31 racecar 
with him. Dick is very 
knowledgeable in all aspects of 
drag racing and we look 
forward to having him as our 
guest.  

Dick Miller’s 1970 W31 racecar 
 
Also new for 2011 are 
additional activities for Friday 
night and Saturday night. Friday 
night the Village of Dimondale 
is working on hosting a car 
show on the streets for 
Oldsmobiles attending our 
show. They did this last year 
when the NAOC was in town 

and it was a hit for both 
participants and the village. 
Saturday night the Eaton Rapids 
Miller Farms is inviting our 
guests to come for ice cream, a 
movie and other activities. This 
will be held at their restored 
historical complex. Plans for 
these activities are still in the 
works and details will be 
provided soon.  
 
We have 3 hotels that have 
come onboard to provide 
lodging for our attendees. Each 
of these hotels helps our show 
by contributing $250 to 
advertise on our flyers and 
website. This year our host 
hotels are the Comfort Inn, 
Ramada Inn and the Lexington 
Hotel. If you have need for a 
hotel any time during the year, 
it would be nice to support our 
sponsors.  

 
The committee has also 
selected the registration gift 
for 2011. We will be giving a 
double deck of cards in a 
plastic case to the first 500 
Oldsmobiles and 100 
vendors. The playing cards 
will have the Homecoming 
logo on the back.  
 
You can tell the committee 

has been very busy and plans 
are well underway. Please mark 
your 2011 calendar on June 18, 
and make sure you are available 
to help with the “World’s 
Biggest one-day Oldsmobile 
Show!   
 
 
 
 
 



‘ 62   Starfire in Bronze   by Terry Pinkney 
 
   For those club members that 
attended our annual banquet in 
November, you may recall 
seeing my bronze 1962 Starfire 
model.  I have never seen many 
bronze cars before and never an 
Oldsmobile.  It is a very heavy 
piece.  It weighs in at 24 
pounds.  If nothing else, it 
would make a great door stop.   
   The part of my story on how 
and where I acquired this model 
cannot be told.  That was part of 
the terms of the sale.  I did NOT 
get it on Ebay so no, you did 
not miss an Olds item there. 
Lucky for me, the bronze piece 
was signed by the artist so after 
much searching 
and through the 
power of the 
Internet, I was 
able to track 
down the artist, 
and that, as Paul 
Harvey would 
say, is the rest 
of the story.   
   This story has 
mystery, 
suspense, intrigue and murder 
(well possible murder) so read 
on.  This is certainly not the 
typical story you read in our 
club newsletter.   
   I found the artist that I will 
call Dr. Stan alive and well and 
living near Dallas, Texas.  I was 
finally able to contact him by 
phone and by email and he was 
a very interesting guy to say the 
least.   I was very curious to 
find out if he had an Oldsmobile 
or a Michigan connection. It 
turned out he did.  He told me 
he knew he had artistic talent in 
high school and he figured he 
might be able to make a living 
as an artist in about 20 years or 

so. But, he did not really want 
to live on rice & beans and 
beans & rice for 20 years so he 
decided to go to medical school 
and become a doctor. 
   He ended up setting up 
practice in Leslie, Michigan.  
He said he often worked at the 
old Mason Hospital, which is no 
longer there.    This was back in 
the ‘60’s and 70’s and then he 
moved to Texas, purchased a 
ranch and tried his hand at 
raising longhorn steers.  He 
would not tell me who or when 
he was commissioned to make 
the ‘62 Starfire bronze so one 
can only speculate.   

   He did not have much time 
for his artistic work during his 
doctor years in Michigan.  He 
dabbled in it as time would 
permit but he got heavily 
involved after his so-called 
retirement to Texas.   He told 
me he does mostly animals in 
bronze; eagles, coyotes, and 
bears to name a few.  He is 
often commissioned to do 
college mascot animals.   
   Dr. Stan said he has only done 
two cars in his lifetime; the 62 
Starfire and he did a Corvette 
leaping out of a mountain.   The 
way he described the piece, 
about 2/3 of the Corvette is 
shown out of the mountainside.  

It sounds like a nice pose for 
your 442?  
   Dr. Stan explained just how 
he went about making the 1962 
Starfire.  He had to make a clay 
model from pictures, etc, then 
he put the clay model into 
special foundry sand upside 
down.  The first to get poured 
was the top, then the radio 
antenna & windows, then the 
hood & trunk, and last, the body 
of the car.  He recalls that the 
foundry was sorry they took on 
his project as it turned into a 
nightmare to pour the wheel & 
tire molds then add foundry 
sand so as not to fill in the space 

between the 
bottom of the car 
and the road he 
built.  He said the 
foundry was glad 
to see him leave 
that day.  Dr Stan 
has since done 
larger pours such 
as full-size busts 
but he said my 62 
Olds was one of 

the most challenging project. 
   Now for the murder part I told 
you about.   When he found out 
I was from the Lansing area, all 
he really wanted to talk about 
was his doctor friend from 
Okemos.  It turns out this 
Okemos doctor’s wife had died 
back in 1968.  It was ruled to be 
a rare form of pneumonia at the 
time, but the Ingham Co 
Prosecutor dug up this old ‘cold 
case’ and decided to charge this 
Okemos doctor with murder.   
   I understand they had 
exhumed the body and found 
traces of Darvon in her.  Any of 
us over 50 likely remembers 
taking Darvon back in the ’70’s 



for a bad cold.  It was very 
common.   Dr Stan said if he 
had wanted to kill his wife, he 
certainly would not have chosen 
Darvon.  He had access to many 
better drugs for the job of 
murder.  If fact, Dr Stan told me 
the wife was an RN so she had 
access to all the meds she 
wanted back them.  Dr Stan told 
me so many details that were 
not in the paper that I thought I 
may be forced to tell what I 
knew about the case but I have 
kept my mouth shut until now.   
   I kept trying to change the 
story to the 62 bronze but Dr 
Stan kept talking about his 
Okemos Dr. friend.  I think Dr 
Stan was worried he would be 
forced to return to Michigan to 
testify.  He asked me to watch 

for articles in the Lansing State 
Journal about his friend, so I 
sent him several articles over a 
period of months.  I think it was 
just this past summer that the 
local prosecutor decided to drop 
all charges and so I notified Dr 
Stan and he was relieved to hear 
it.  He mentioned his friend lost 
his job and many thousands of 
dollars over this issue.   Perhaps 
the local prosecutor watches too 
much CSI on TV. 
    I happen to mention to Dr 
Stan that my wife collects 
southwest décor so I guess for 
my sending him the articles 
from the Lansing State Journal 
about his friend, he sent my 
wife a picture he painted of a 
pair of beaded moccasins on an 
Indian blanket.  It is truly very, 

very nice.  He is extremely 
talented.   
   I cannot disclose what I paid 
for this Bronze, but: 1. -It was 
too much and 2. - It was more 
that I paid for real-life full-size 
‘62 Starfire back in 1990. (It 
was a basket case so I did not 
pay a lot for it.)  If my hunch is 
right and Dr. Stan is 
‘discovered’ by the artistic 
community as one of the greats, 
(perhaps after he is dead and 
gone; isn’t it usually that way?), 
why then I think in 100 to 200 
years from now it may very 
well be worth what I paid for it.  
Only time will tell. In the 
meantime, I will enjoy it. 
 
 
Submitted by Terry Pinkney 

 
 
Happy birthday to you… 
December- 
2  Deb VanPelt 
8 Jack Nelson 

Rickie Rethamel 
11 Charles Ostrander 
12 Melanie Masso 
14 Annette Morse 
15 Jack McNutt 
17 Bruce Powelson 
20 Jim Harsant 
28 Dave Violetta 
29 Aaron Irvine 
30 Marianne Harrington 

Tamara Wenzel 
31 Karen Wilcox 
January- 
5 Chris Heminger 
7 Ron Reichle 
9 Katherine Johnson 

Pennie Vance 
Abel Anzuldua 

19 Doug Songer 
 Reg Riddle 
28 Jerry Garfield 

Wayne May 
29 Roger Andrzejewski 
30 Alan Wilcox 
31 Gerald Christoff 
 

Welcome to  
new members……… 
 
• Paul & Bonnie 

Armbrustmacher from 
Laingsburg, MI  
1932 4-dr & 69 Toronado 

• Ellen & Roger Lounds from 
Holt, MI 
1968 Cutlass convertible 

• Charles & Mary Goebel 
from Brooklyn, MI 
1969 442 & 1986 442 

• Tom & Kathy Robinson 
from Mulliken, MI 
1929 F-29 

• Melanie & Byron Masso 
from Lansing, MI 
1996 Cutlass Supreme 

• Anthony Weglarz from 
Cadillac, MI 
1968 442 

• Tom & Deb VanPelt from 
Northport, MI 
1956 88 conv (Dunes Car) 
2000 Intrigue 

• Regent Emard from 
Lachine, Quebec-Canada 
1969 H/O, 2002 Bravada & 
2004 Aurora 

• Leo & Darleen Drozdowski 
from Grand Blanc, MI 
2003 Aurora #228 Final 500 

We are happy to see so many 
new members and invite all of 
you to attend the monthly 
meetings held the 1st Tuesday of 
each month, at 7pm usually at 
the R. E. Olds Museum. We 
also invite you to tell us about 
your Oldsmobile via an article 
for the newsletter. Articles can 
be sent to president Vicki May 
at vickiandwayne@yahoo.com  
 
Congratulations to……. 
Ron and Sharon Severance who 
were recognized recently by 
Ingham Regional Medical 
Center, for volunteering. Sharon 
has volunteered for 30 years 
and Ron has volunteered for 20 
years. 



ANNUAL  CHAPTER  BANQUET  & OFFICER  ELECTIONS 
 

   Several members of the R. E. 
Olds Chapter, their friends and 
families gathered November 6, 
2010 for the annual banquet and 
elections. There were 69 that 
attended this fun-filled evening. 
   Our event this year was held 
at the Great Lakes Christian 
Home near Holt, Michigan. Jan 
Hummer had made the 
arrangements and did an 
outstanding job of preparing for 
our evening. She had even made 
placements for each setting with 
our Chapter logo and misc. 
other Oldsmobile logos.  
   Guests began arriving around 
5:30 and bringing their displays 
of Oldsmobila to exhibit. It was 
soon apparent that the HUGE 
banquet room was not going to 
be big enough to display 
everything and the lobby was 
necessary to use.  

Dave Sanders set his display of 
Oldsmobile flags and neon at 
the entrance and it was a 
beautiful welcome as everyone 
arrived.  
   The evening started with 
socializing and looking at the 
many unusual displays. 
Everyone that attended was 
given a ballot to vote in 8 
different categories on the 
Oldsmobila displays.  
 
    

Once dinner was ready, 
everyone quickly found their 
seats. Erv Johnson delivered the 
invocation. Lori Emmons had 
arranged for the caterer and 
began designating tables to go 
to the buffet line. The meal 
consisted of Tossed Salad, 

Roast Beef, Roast 
Turkey, Stuffing, 
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, 
Green Beans, Corn and 
Rolls. Marsha Nicholas, 
Vicki May and Jan 
Hummer prepared the 
several dessert choices. 
Nobody went away 
hungry.  

   

With our stomachs full, Vicki 
began the evening’s activities 
by making several 
introductions. Judy Badgley 
was introduced to “let the 

games begin”! All of the guests 
received handouts with the 
mind-challenging games on 
them. The first game to be 
played was Vanity License 
Plates. There were 16 different 
license plates and Ashley Jones 
won a 2-way tie and was the 
winner with 13 correct answers. 
Ashley received an Oldsmobile 
license plate for his efforts. (See 
page 9, to play along).  
   Next was the Oldsmobile 
Fashion show. There were 2 
categories for this event. The 
winners were decided by 
audience applause. The winner 
in the ladies category was Betty 
VanderTuin and the winner for 
the men’s category was Karl 
Kimball. Betty was presented 
with an Oldsmobile umbrella 
and Karl an Oldsmobile cap. It 
was really great to see so many 
different Oldsmobile items.  
   The next game was another 
paper game. This time it was 
Jumble Words. 18 different 
Oldsmobile car parts were 
“scrambled” for participants to 
unscramble. (See page 9, to 
play along). Guests were given 
10 minutes to solve the puzzle 
and Michelle Ryder won a 3-

way tie of 17 
out of the 18 

correct. 
Michelle was 
presented with 
a copy of the 

book 
Oldsmobile, 

The Final 
Chapter, co-
authored by 

Helen Earley and Jim 
Walkinshaw.  
   The final activity was to have 
all of the members of the R. E. 
Olds Chapter stand. Judy then 



held up a copy of the book 
Setting The Pace, also authored 
by Helen Earley and Jim 
Walkinshaw. All members that 
already had a copy of the book 
were instructed to sit down. All 
5 of the members left standing 
were presented with a copy of 
the book.  
   The balloting for the 
Oldsmobilia displays were 
finished and while everyone 
was playing games, Eva Cooper 
and Vicki May had been busy 
counting the votes. It was a 
difficult task for those voting, as 
there were so many fantastic 
displays. See more photos on 
page 8.   
 
1. Best Full-size Oldsmobile 

model car- Terry Pinkney 
with a bronze 1962 Starfire. 

      (See article elsewhere in this issue) 
2. Best Cutlass *442* 

Hurst/Olds Model Car- 
Pennie Vance with a 1967 
442 

3. Best Model Car Display- 
Andy Gilbert with a 
fantastic variety of 
Oldsmobile model cars.  

4. Most Original Display- 
Ashley Jones with a large 
display of license plates and 
Oldsmobile dealership 
building letters.  

5. Most Colorful Display- 
Dave Sanders and his 
display of flags and 
Oldsmobile neon sign.  

6. Most Representative of 
Oldsmobile History- Erv 
Johnson had a table display 
of historical memorabilia. 

7. Most Representative of 
Oldsmobile Spirit-  Ron 
Severence with a display of 
Oldsmobile Golfing items 

8. Most Unusual Display- 
Doug Badgley won with a 

display board of Olds 
dealership emblems. 

Each of the winners in the 8 
designated categories were 
presented with a trophy.  
   Vicki May then announced 
the member selected as the 
2010 Member(s) of the Year. 
The award went to Ken 
& Marsha Nicholas. 
Nicholas’s have been 
members of the Chapter 
since 1993 and were 
leaders of the original 
group that started the 
Homecoming car show. 
Ken served as Chapter 
President for 5 years and 
is the current OCA Zone 
Representative for our 
area. Marsha serves the OCA as 
the Office Manager and serves 
our group frequently with 
delicious desserts. They are 
truly dedicated members of our 
group.  

   Next on the agenda was the 
Election of Officers. Troy 
Collins handled this portion of 
the evening by presenting a 
slate of officers.  
 
President-Vicki May  
Vice President-Chris Heminger 
Secretary-Ed Shand 
Treasurer- Troy Collins 
OCA Rep.-Eva Cooper 

There were no nominations 
from the floor and the slate of 
officers was approved.  
Steve Zaban came forward to 
do the official and most 
interesting “swearing in” 
ceremony.  
    

   Vicki thanked Harry Emmons 
for his many years of service as 
Vice President. She also 
thanked the many members that 
had provided the group with 
activities throughout the year.  
1. Mike Ross for the 28th St. 

car show/cruise.  
2. Terry Friar for the tour of 

the Lingenfelter Collection 
3. Gilberts for the Beekman 

Car Show 
4. Hummers for the ice cream 

social at the Great Lakes 
Seniors Home 

 
   The final “thank you” went to 
the Banquet Committee of Jan 
Hummer, Eva Cooper, Lori 
Emmons and Judy Badgley for 
their dedication to making this a 
fun evening.  
 
With the business of the 
evening concluded, the displays 
were removed and everyone 
headed home. It was a nice 
relaxing evening and hopefully 
next year will find even more of 
us together for this festivity.  

 



 



BANQUET     GAMES 
 

These are games that were played at the Annual Chapter Banquet. For those of you unable to attend you can 
also play. Of course to win the prizes you had to attend. See answers on page10.  

 
Vanity License Plates- Below you will find are license plates 
that have been seen on the cars. See if you can decode them. 
 
1. 12DRAG _____________________________ 
 

 
2. LIV42DA_____________________________ 
 
 
3. 2MCHHP _____________________________

     
 

4. ND4SPED_____________________________ 
 
 
5. 4U2DZYR ____________________________

    
 
6. IMD14U______________________________ 
 
 
7. BCNU _______________________________

     
 
8. NJYNLF______________________________ 
 
 
9. CNTDRV55  ______________________ 
 
 
10. NOTIC8S_____________________________ 
 
 
11. CNTUCHDS ________________________

    
 
12. 1ARACE___________________________ 
 
 
13. FOFOTU __________________________

     
 
14. SPDGTKT__________________________ 
 
 
15. IMYY2U__________________________ 

   
 
16.  XCLER8___________________________ 

 

Unscramble the words below. All of these words are something 
you would find on or in your Oldsmobile. There is a bonus 
“statement” at the bottom that can be solved simply by using the 
first letter of each of the solved words. 
 
1. p o l n i a    O  I  L  P  A  N 
 
2. t r e g i l h   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
3. d i s k p i c t  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
4. r s e a t r t   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 
5. n i f l o m a d  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  
 
6. d e r v i v e o r   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
7. g r a b e n i    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
8. t e c n o r i j   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
9. f l e t r i    __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
10. g e n n e i    __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
11. t s r s u t    __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
12. e n d r e f   __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
13. m a r n o e t n  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
14. d o r i a r a t   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
15. h a x e s t u   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
16. l a v e v    __ __ __ __ __ 
 
17. e b e l m m   __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
18. l e y a r    __ __ __ __ __ 
 
 
 
BONUS STATEMENT 
 

__  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __        __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
 
 
 



October Business Meeting Minutes 
 
 
October 5, 2010-President, 
Vicki May called the meeting to 
order at 7:00PM. There were 27 
members present. There were 
no guests present. 
 President’s Report  Vicki 
welcomed and thanked the 
members for attending. As we 
introduced ourselves, we were 
asked to tell of any activities or 
shows we attended:  
1. Success of Beekman Show. 
Over 300 cars at show.  
Tom Hummer’s car won Best of 
Show.  
2. Tom and Jan Hummer 
purchased a 1933 F6 Olds 
convertible coupe at the Auburn 
auction. Pictures of this car 
were shown to the membership; 
they were very impressed.  
3. Willis Dennis announced a 
new Olds Performance Club for 
hobbyists, which will be started.  
4. Capac Show included over 
1,350 cars.  
5. Chris Heminger received the 
Dick Miller trophy.  
6. Judy Badgley reported on 
comments received about the 
NAOC meet held at the Lansing 
Lexington Hotel  
7. Vicki reported on the success 
of the event at the ice cream  
 

social held at the Great Lakes 
Christian Home and thanked all 
members who participated.  
Vice President’s Report No 
report offered.  
Secretary’s Report  Vicki read 
the minutes of the General 
Session meeting for September 
7, 2010. Clarification of the 
REOTM car sales was needed. 
REOTM has decided to have an 
auction conducted by Mel 
White Auctioneers in 
November 2010. The Museum 
will promote this sale as soon as 
all details are finalized. Chris 
Heminger motioned to accept 
the minutes as written. A 
second was offered by Bruce 
Powlson. The motion was 
approved by the membership.  
Treasurer’s Report  Troy 
Collins reported the balance on 
hand as of August 31, 2010 was 
$21,923.69. Revenue for 
September was $30.00. 
Expenses were $1,023.83 
leaving a balance of $20,929.86 
as of September 30, 2010. 
Membership Chairman  Don 
Cooper reported 2 new 
memberships received since the 
last report. 
OCA Chapter 
Representative’s Report  Eva 

Cooper announced that she was 
presently working on the 
Chapter’s compliance report.  
Homecoming Report  Ken 
Nicholas reported that this 
committee is now meeting. 
They are asking the 
membership to submit names 
for a VIP to be chosen for the 
2011 Homecoming Show. 
Before a nominee’s name is 
submitted, means of contacting 
Him/her must be known.  
Newsletter Report  Ed Shand 
has offered to publish an 
October, 2010 issue. As soon as 
possible, he needs stories to be 
included in this issue.  
New Business The annual 
membership meeting will be 
November 6, 2010, at the Great 
Lakes Christian Home. Details 
will follow in the October 
Newsletter. 
Motion to Adjourn the 
meeting was made by Mike 
Ross and supported by Willis 
Dennis. The motion was carried 
by the membership.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Jim 
Harsant for Ed Shand, 
Secretary. There were no 
expenditures approved at this 
meeting.  

Answers  to  the  Banquet  Games 
Vanity Plates- 
1. Want to drag 
2. Live for today 
3. Too much horsepower 
4. Need to speed 
5. For you to desire 
6. I am the one for you 
7. Be seeing you 
8. Enjoying life 
9. Can’t drive 55 
10. No tickets 
11. Can’t touch this 
12. Won a race 

13. 4 4 2 
14. Speeding Ticket 
15. I am wise to you 
16. Accelerate 
Jumble Words 
1. Oil Pan 
2. Lighter 
3. Dipstick 
4. Starter 
5. Manifold 
6. Overdrive 
7. Bearing  
8. Injector 

9. Lifter 
10. Engine 
11. Struts 
12. Fender 
13. Ornament 
14. Radiator 
15. Exhaust 
16. Valve 
17. Emblem relay 
OLDSMOBILES    FOREVER 
 
 
 



Homecoming 2010 – A Personal Journey 
 
 
Homecoming is an Oldsmobile 
only one-day car show when all 
Oldsmobiles are summoned home 
to their birthplace of Lansing, 
Michigan.  This year’s show was 
held on June 19, 2010 and it was 
the 18th consecutive event.  I’ve 
been to Homecoming once before 
but that time I drove my regular 
car.  This year I was determined to 
drive to Lansing in my 1964 
Cutlass. 
 
During the previous winter, I spent 
many hours on Mapquest 
researching a 
route that would 
avoid the 
freeways, bypass 
all the major 
cities and take me 
from London, 
Canada to 
Lansing on the 
paved secondary 
roads.  This route 
would enable me 
to see many small 
towns in mid-
Michigan that I 
had never seen 
before.  When you have a classic 
convertible, “getting there” really 
is half the fun. 
 
The gas tank was filled to the brim 
as I wasn’t sure what time gas 
stations opened on a Saturday 
morning in small town America 
for my next fill up. The night 
before saw heavy rains and high 
winds along my intended route, but 
the sky was clearing as the day 
dawned and I headed out at 5:00 
A.M.  There were lots of branches 
down and puddles in the fields but 
the roads were dry.  When I got to 
the Sarnia/Port Huron border at 
6:20 A.M. there was only one 
other car besides mine.  The guard 
was quite interested in my car and 
in hearing about the Homecoming 
Show.   
    

When you plan a route using 
secondary roads that you’ve never 
seen before, there are three road 
signs you don’t want to see – 
Detour, Pavement Ends and Fresh 
Tar.  Well folks I wasn’t even out 
of Port Huron yet when I 
encountered the first sign and I had 
to navigate a different way out of 
town to get back onto my route.  
Much later, my nice paved road 
turned to gravel and once again I 
backtracked to an alternate route.  
Fortunately, I didn’t encounter the 
last of these dreaded signs and 228 

miles and 5 hours later, I arrived at 
the show field.   
 
There are two aspects of 
Homecoming that really appeal to 
me.  First, it is a non-judging show 
and there are not a lot of cars 
trailered to the show.  It’s mostly a 
bunch of regular folks taking their 
old Olds out for a spin - just like 
me.  Second, as parking is reserved 
by year and make, I was placed in 
the same row as 5 other 1964 
Cutlass/F-85s - just like mine.  The 
next several hours were spent 
pleasurably swapping stories and 
comparing cars.  Homecoming 
also has a huge swap meet and lots 
of cars for sale, including a yellow 
64 Cutlass just like I had when I 
was 19.  I wonder if there’s enough 
room in the garage for two of 
them? 

    
By 3:00 P.M. the show was over 
and it was time for me to head 
back the way I came.  The weather 
was still great and it was another 5 
hours of top down cruising from 
Lansing to my garage.  I can’t wait 
for next year.  Anybody want to 
join me?    
 
Dave Jordan 
Director of Public Relations  
OCC# 199  
 

Interesting fact…… 
 
R. E. Olds Chapter member, 
Jerry Garfield recently came 
across a registration packet he 
received when he registered for 
the Oldsmobile Club of 
America 1984 National Meet. 
This meet was held in Lansing 
at the Sheraton Hotel, which is 
now the Lexington Hotel. The 
point of interest is a schedule of 
events that welcomed 
participants to the:  
 
1984 Oldsmobile Homecoming 

 
This was not the first time the 
OCA Nationals were held in 
Lansing. Actually it was held 
there many times beginning 
with the Oldsmobile 75th 
Anniversary celebration in 
1972.  
 
There are a few members of our 
Chapter that helped with those 
early shows and others that 
participated by showing their 
car or vending parts. Does 
anyone know if that year was 
the first year “Homecoming” 
was applied to the name? Please 
contact Judy Badgley with any 
info. 517-645-7438 or 
djbadgley@gmail.com  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


