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Judy Badgley, right, presents the oil painting of Helen Earley to Deborah Horstik , Director of the
R.E. Olds Transportation Museum on behalf of the R.E. Olds Chapter of Oldsmobile Club of
America. The Chapter commissioned Helen’s portrait earlier this year. The portrait is currently on
display in the REOTM Conference Room. Ms. Horstik promised the portrait would hang in the
Helen Jones Earley Library in the new building.

Of Special Interest:
• Dubonnet Toro pg. 5 & 6
• Troy’s Party Pix pg. 11
• Adventures with
Joe & Shirley pg. 13
• A Charlie Brown Christmas
pg. 15

December 4,
On 2006,
Judy

Badgley presented the
painting of Helen Earley
to the R.E. Olds Transportation Museum at
their annual membership meeting. Judy
made the following remarks in presenting the

portrait:
“Helen Earley worked for
Oldsmobile over 50 years.
During that time she collected and preserved countless
amounts of historic Olds
information.
In the late 70’s, she became part of a committee to

create a Lansing museum of
transportation. That museum became the R.E.Olds
Transportation Museum
and the doors opened. May,
1981. Helen served on the
Museum Board of Directors
for several years.
Continued page 7 | see Earley
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Board of Director s
President
Vicki May
(616) 891-8713
vickim@titlerite.com
Vice-President
Harry Emmons
517-485-5998
no e-mail
Secretary
Ed Shand
517-655-4739
jes@handofshand.com
Treasurer
Dave Violetta
517- 669-9246
dvioletta@juno.com
Membership Coordinator
Joe Pohl
517-323-2342
lhopj@juno.com
OCA Representative
Chuck Mitchell
(517) 882-9757
info@reolds.org
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Wayne Mason
(517) 669-8051
webmaster@reolds.org
Past President
Ken Nicholas
(517) 663-2397
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net
Board members are elected for a
one year period of time at the
Annual Banquet Meeting. Officers
assume their office beginning February 1st of the subsequent year
in which they are elected.
General Club meetings are held
on the 1st Tuesday of the month
at various locations, but usually at
the R.E. Olds Museum in Lansing.
Contact Ken Nicholas at the number shown above for more information.
Oldsmobile Homecoming Car
Show committee meetings are
held periodically through out the
year. Contact Don Cooper at:
HOMECOMING14YRS@aol.com for
more information.
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Greetings from Your President-Elect
The old adage,

“time flies when you’re
having fun,” rings true
when I think of my
membership in The R.E
Olds Club. Wayne and
I have been members of
OCA for a number of
years, and joined R.E. Olds Club in March
2005. We feel like we’ve been members
forever! That’s because of the important
benefits of membership – friendship and
fun. We were welcomed into the group,
and put right to work – no break-in time
for the new kids! Judy Badgley found my
strength right away, and I became the
Homecoming “clown”. What fun! It’s
hard to believe that the 2007
Homecoming will be our third as
members of the Club. By the way, Judy
tells me that my status as Homecoming
clown will not be affected by being
President. That’s a relief!
So, it’s official: Your 2007 president
is a clown.
Friendship and Fun - enjoying the
journey will be the theme for 2007.
Sure, we have some serious business
to tend to (accounting/finance, minutes,
project budgets, OCA compliance, etc.),
and the Board will do a fine job. But, we
will have fun!

Suggestions for improving the
business side of the Club are already
being sent to me, and I welcome all
ideas. I will be meeting with the Board
in January for open discussion and brainstorming on 2007’s agenda and goals.
Please send your comments: what do
you like best about the club (so we can
keep doin’ it); what would you like to
see us do that we don’t do now (so we
can explore possibilities); what do you
dislike (so we can change and grow);
how can we recruit new members; what
should we do for new members to
make them feel welcome, etc. It’s your
Club; your ideas and input are
important to our continued success. All
comments, ideas, etc. will be kept
confidential. I will summarize all
comments for the Board. Board
activities will always be shared with the
membership.
I’m excited to be a part of this
group, and to have the opportunity to
know other like-passionate individuals
that love their Oldsmobile’s. We’re a
group of unique individuals, each with
our own unique personality. However,
the common denominator is clear: “an
interest in the preservation, restoration,
and enjoyment of just simply driving an
Oldsmobile”.
Enjoy the journey . . . Vicki

Notes from the Editor

E

very issue, it
seems, I
think we will have a small newsletter, but
somehow, articles appear and we end up
having a full issue with lots of interesting
articles. I don’t have a store-house full of
articles waiting to be published, mind
you, and that is why I am always requesting members to send in their stories and
other information that might be of interest to our membership. So, in order to
prevent small newsletters in the future,
please send in those articles.

An article that I have been working
on and researching for the past few
months should be ready to publish in
our March-April 2007 Rocket Review.
The subject has to do with what used to
occupy the property of the Olds Motor
Works factory in Lansing in the 1860’s. I
think you’ll like it; I know I had fun researching the information.
Jerry Garfield passes this information along: A good web site for Oldsmobile information, for those who have
internet access, can be found at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oldsmobile.
Until next issue,
Wayne
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R.E. Olds Chapter Membership Application
New __________

Renewal ___________

Application Date ____/_____/_____

OCA Number _________ Birthday - Month ____________ Day ____________
Name ___________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________
City _____________________________ State _______ Zip Code ________- ______
Home Phone (_____) _____ - __________Work Phone (______) _____ - __________
E-Mail address ____________________________________
Spouse Name ____________________ Birthday - Month ___________Day _________
List of all Oldsmobiles owned:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

You must be a member of the Oldsmobile Club of America to join the Chapter.
Chapter dues are $10.00 a year or 3 years for $25.00.
Send application and make check payable to:
R.E. OLDS CHAPTER
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA
P.O. BOX 80101
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908-0101
R.E. Olds Chapter is a regional chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America, based in the Mid-Michigan
area. The Chapter received its charter in 1984, and has served Olds enthusiasts in the area since then.
A bi-monthly publication, ROCKET REVIEW is sent to members and offers a variety of member stories,
technical information and a classified ad section. As a member of the chapter you are invited to join the
group at various car show around the state and enjoy family oriented car club activities.

How to Join the Oldsmobile Club of America
Visit the Oldsmobile Club of America’s web site: www.oldsclub.org for an
application form, dues schedule and other club information and benefits.

RE Olds Chapter Dues

Dues are $10 for 1 year or $25 for three years, renewable each June for all
members and payable to R.E. Olds Chapter. Mail to: RE Olds Chapter
OCA, %Joe Pohl, P.O. Box 80101, Lansing, MI 48908-0101. A renewal
form is not necessary. Your address label contains the year in which you
need to renew your membership. For example, if the “RN” code after
your name is “RN06”, then your dues are renewable and due in June 2006.
No additional renewal reminder will be sent to you.

Upcoming Events
Club Meetings for 2007 are
usually scheduled for the first
Tuesday of the month at the R.E.
Olds Transportation Museum at 7
PM . Scheduled meeting dates for
this year are:
January 2nd,
th
February 6 , March 6th , April
3rd, May 1st, June 5th , July 10 th ,
August 7th , September 4th ,
October 2nd, November TBA,
December 4th .
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Monthly Meeting
Programs Needed

Do

you have a suggestion
for a speaker or program
for our monthly meetings?
Someone or something that would
be interesting to share with your
Oldsmobile friends? Let us know
your ideas. Even if you have a
topic of interest but don’t know
who to contact
about doing a
program, let us
know and
maybe we can
find someone.
Contact Judy
Badgley at 517337-0444,
weekdays or email:
dbgarage@netzero.net.

Happy Birthday
January Birthdays - Chris
Heminger 5th, Ron Reichle 7th, Abel
Gonzalez & Katherine Johnson 9th,
Don Potter 25th, Don Smith, 26th;
Gerry Garfield and Wayne May 28th.
February Birthdays - Jill Gilbert
2nd, Chuck Pohl 3rd, ,Jan Hummer
5th, Janet Shand 11th, Betty Mroczka
12th, Dean Patterson 17th, Kurt
Tillman & Eva Cooper 22nd, Willis
Dennis 23rd.
If we don’t list your birthday, send
yours/spouses birthday information
(month and day only) to
wemas@comcast.net . In the
subject line put R.E. OLDS. Or snail
mail to:
Wayne Mason
2713 W. Clark Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906
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Fifty-five Members and Guests Enjoy Annual Banquet
This year’s Annual Banquet
festivities and events were planned
by Judy Badgley, Eva Cooper and
Marsha Nicholas, who made her
homemade “Marsha's World
Famous Texas Chocolate Sheet
Cake” for dessert. A big Thank You
to these ladies for all the work they
put into our banquet.
After dinner, Judy Badgley MC’d
the games and model car awards.
Those who won games included:
•

AUTOMOTIVE SYMBOLS
GAME- Jerry Garfield won in a
3-way tie

•

AUTOMOTIVE TRIVIA-Steve
Zaban

•

•

•

Longest driven to the banquet
in an Olds- Erv & Kay Johnson,
175 miles from Ludington
1st person to show their Olds
Club Membership card- Scott
Whittaker
1st person to show their
R.E.Olds Chapter Membership
card- Gary Casteel

competition included:
•

Best Oldsmobile paint- Gary
Casteel with a 1967 442 black
convertible

•

Best Oldsmobile detail-Erv &
Kay Johnson with a literature
display

•

Best display- Ashley Jones "Olds
Sales & Service"

•

Male wearing the most Olds
items- Max Hineman

•

•

Female wearing the most Olds
items- Rita Violetta

Best Oldsmobile engine
compartment- Gary Casteel

•

•

1st to show a photo of their
car- Steve Zaban

Best Oldsmobile chrome- Bob
Mitchell with a gold 442 W30

•

Attendees voted for their
favorite model car in each category.
Those who won in the model car

Best non-Oldsmobile- Steve
Zaban with a truck as part of his
display

•

Favorite/Best of Show- Don
Cooper's 1955 Olds 88

Some of the model Oldsmobiles on display.
Above - Attendees enjoying conversation before dinner.
Left - Where there’s chocolate, there’s Willis!

Judy Badgley presents outgoing President, Ken Nicholas, with a gift.
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Dubonnet Toro
By Ed Shand

The year was 1965,

and it was shortly after the new
car announcement of the 1966
model year Oldsmobile. I was
working at a Pontiac/Oldsmobile
dealership in New Jersey as a
technician, and enjoyed working
on the variety of cars, especially
the performance ones.
On a bright sunny day, Anchor
Motor Freight delivered the first
1966 Oldsmobile Toronado to
our dealership. It was a loaded,
Dubonnet color deluxe model. I
said to myself WOW! What a
beautiful car. I needed to own
one of these some day. The car
was tagged for the dealership
owner, so I did get a chance to
drive the car and experience the
power and feel the front wheel
drive marvel that it was.

Detroit Zone
and began my
career in the
field. Would
you believe
it, my first
company car
was a Toronado. Not only was it
a Toronado but, it was a GT with
a 400 HP engine. What a thrill it
was to drive one for an extended
period of time, and get to know
what a Toronado really drove like.
However, it still wasn’t the
Dubonnet ‘66 that I fell in love
with.

It’s now time to fast forward
to 2003. I still never owned a
Toronado, although I have driven
many of them as company cars. I
retired from Oldsmobile and said
to my wife that if you ever see a
Time passed and I left the
fairly nice ‘66 Toronado we need
dealership and hired into
to see if we can buy it to restore.
Oldsmobile in Lansing, MI. For
A few months later we were going
four months, I worked in the
to garage sales and spotted a
administration building in the
Trumpet Gold 66 on the front
service department handling
lawn in the town where we lived.
warranty claims. Just before July
It was a very nice car in good
4 th in 1969, I was reassigned to the
condition and was a first owner
car.
The price
was
on
the
windshield
and
reasonable, and
when I questioned
the owner about
the car and the
price, we made
the deal. There
wasn’t any room
for negotiation on
the price. So, I
went and got the
money and drove
the car home. It
wasn’t my dream
car, but it was a
very nice ‘66
The Toro as it appeared the day Ed picked it up.

Toronado. It needed some work,
minor body repair and new paint
as well as some mechanical
refurbishing.
My dream was
partially fulfilled with this
Toronado in the barn, and we
thoroughly enjoyed driving it
around. Then to my amazement, I
acquired another ‘66 Toronado
from a very dear friend. At this
time, my collection of
Oldsmobile’s now included the
Trumpet Gold ‘66 Toronado, the
Ocean Mist ‘66 Toronado, a 1929
Oldsmobile 2-door Sedan, and a
1970 Pace Car Convertible. The
storage barn was now filled to
capacity with the Oldsmobile’s,
and a 1968 GMC Pickup Truck,
and I was very content with the
collection. But, there wasn’t a
Dubonnet ‘66 Toronado among
them.
A year passed, and I received a
call from a person whose Fatherin-Law passed away and had a
collection of cars. One of the cars
was a ‘66 Toronado, and it was
Dubonnet. He was in the process
of restoring the car when he
passed away, and it was partially
disassembled. I drove to Toledo
to look at it, and it was in pretty
nice condition. It needed a lot of
work to get it back together;
hopefully, I could find all of the
parts that went with it. My car
budget was low at the time so I
couldn’t make a reasonable offer
on the car. I threw out a price
Continued page 6 | see Debonnet
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Debbonet | cont. from page 5
and he countered with a
substantially higher one. His price
was in line with what it was worth.
I left and went home without the
car, and spoke to my wife about it.
We agreed that I should get it, sell
the Trumpet Gold ‘66, and then I
would have enough money to buy
the car and complete the
restoration. We did just that. I
went back down to Toledo, and
placed the car on the trailer, and
secured all the parts we could find
for the Toronado. It sat for the
winter in the barn, and I restored
some small parts in the basement.
This past Spring I completely
restored it back to the original

condition. This included going
through the engine, final drive,
brakes, electrical, exhaust, front
end header, assemble the interior
and dash and replace the vacuum
hoses and other parts.
The
previous owner had planned to
discard the strato-bench seats and
installing leather bucket seats. I
wanted to keep it original, so I
elected to use the strato-bench
seats. The seats were dirty, but
only required a good cleaning.
The other interior trim panels
needed to be cleaned and painted
with vinyl paint. I installed a new
carpet, and detailed the entire car.

Today it looks and runs like a
dream - the dream that I had back
in 1965.
It’s equipped with
Custom A/C, AM/FM Wonderbar
Radio, Tilt and Travel Steering
Wheel, Power Seat and Windows,
Power Door locks, Power Trunk
Release, Chrome Wheels, Rear
Defogger, Right Seat Back Recliner
and Head Rests. The car currently
has 18,000 original miles. It was a
long time coming - some 40 years
waiting for a dream to come true,
and now it has. This Toronado
takes a prestigious position in the
storage barn, and is ready to drive
on a moments beckoning call.

Rocket Review
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Homecoming 2007

In the early 80’s, Helen was part of
a committee that was planning a national Oldsmobile car show in Lansing
for the Oldsmobile Club of America.
In 1984, that committee became the
charter members of the R.E.Olds
Chapter of the OCA. Helen served
many years as the Chapter secretary
and then as editor of the newsletter.

June 16th, 2007 the R.E. Olds
Chapter will be hosting the 15th
annual Homecoming car show and
swap meet. Committee members
have been working on this show
nearly since the end of the 2006
show. We have decided to remain at
the State of Michigan site another
year; however, we have grown to
near capacity at this site. The
committee decided at our last
meeting to look at other potential
sites during this year at which to hold
the 2008 show. Once a larger site is
found, it will allow us to announce its
location at our 2007 show. We can
also include a flyer with that
announcement to participants.

When Helen retired from Oldsmobile,
she, along with Jim Walkinshaw her
business partner, formed the Oldsmobile History Center. Helen and Jim
combined their collections with Oldsmobile’s archives and became the “place to
go” for Olds enthusiasts to research
and answer questions about their car.
In 1996 Helen and Jim co-authored
the book “Setting the Pace”. This
book is a complete history of Oldsmobile and the people that worked there.
This book was followed by a second
pictorial book “Oldsmobile the War
Years”, and then a third book
“Oldsmobile the Final Chapter”.
Helen did not see the publication of
the final book. She passed away early
in 2005. Her love of Oldsmobile created a bond with thousands of Olds
enthusiasts around the world. They
admired her for her dedication. She was
a gentle lady who became known as the
First Lady of Oldsmobile.
The members of the R.E.Olds Chapter wanted to do something unique to
honor her memory. A committee was
formed (Helen would have loved that)
Several ideas were discussed and a decision was made to commission an oil
portrait to hang in the Museum that
she was instrumental in starting and
supporting.
At this time, on behalf of the members
of the R.E. Olds Chapter, I would
like to present our gift..”

The committee will have the first
meeting for the planning of the 2007
show on Tuesday, October 17th, 7pm
at the R. E. Olds Museum. Members
interested in helping are encouraged
to attend or let us know you would
like to help. This show has grown in
popularity which is a testament to the
dedication of the committee.
However, to keep everything running
smoothly, we can always use more
help and new ideas.
Our committee has expanded and
we are grateful for the additional help.
Registration is our biggest task, and
Ed Shand has volunteered to be our
registrar. He has set our
Homecoming attendees into a
database that allows for the
confirmation letters, dash ID cards,
and T-shirt vouchers all to be printed
from the program. Those that preregister will have their name and car
info already printed on the dash card.

Page 7
registered, as well as the first 100
swap meet vendors will receive a
unique gift. Several ideas have been
presented, and we will make a
decision in January. We have received
some additional sponsorship money
to help pay for a nicer gift thanks to
the diligence of new committee
member, Gary Casteel. We will
continue to present the Helen Earley
Award and the Founders Award,
along with some different awards for
contests, long distance, etc.
Gary is also helping with getting
more volunteers for the show. He has
ties to the Boy Scouts of America and
has arranged for us to have 30+
Scouts help throughout the day of the
show. They will also be selling bottled
water and baked goods to help their
troop treasury.
Dave Violetta, and Wayne and
Vicki May have also volunteered to
help on the committee. We
appreciate their input. Fresh
viewpoints and new perspectives
always help.
The Homecoming flyers should be
ready to distribute early in January. Be
sure to contact a committee member
to get copies for distribution. The
2007 show is shaping up to be
tremendous. Remember to mark your
calendar and save June 16 for
Homecoming. WE WILL BE
COUNTING ON ALL OF YOU FOR
HELP.

COMMITTEE
Doug & Judy Badgley

517-337-0444

Don & Eva Cooper

517-627-6697

Harry and Lori Emmons

517-485-5998

As you all know, the 2007 show
will celebrate 110 years since the
birth of Oldsmobile, and the Curved
Dash Olds will be the featured car.
Jim Walkinshaw has been keeping the
Curved Dash Olds Club informed
about our show. Jim is organizing
events and activities on Friday prior
to Homecoming for this group. The
CDO club will be placed in the
feature car area during our show.
Many of them will be giving rides to
guests and participants, all day.

Gary Casteel

517-882-7109

Alan Goshka

517-622-2070

Ashley Jones

517-645-7366

Wayne Mason

517-669-8051

Wayne & Vick May

616-891-8713

Chuck Mitchell

517-882-9757

Ken & Marsha Nicholas

517-663-2397

Terry Pinkney

517-676-4473

Joe & Shirley Place

517-543-6445

Scott Whittaker

517-622-4378

To help celebrate 110 years of
Oldsmobile, the committee has been
working on ideas for a
commemorative gift that participants
will receive. The first 500 show cars

Steve Zaban

517-655-2421

Ed Shand

517-655-4739

Dave Violetta

517-669-9246

Jim Walkinshaw

517-676-2185
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Olds Parting
with Willis and Troy

What

did you think of
the party pictures? (Is he nuts what party pictures?) Okay here's
the truth - the pictures were
available but the space wasn't. I
asked Wayne to include the
photos this issue [see page 11] space permitting.
Anyway, on
with our adventures.
We finally got to one of our
long talked about road trips over
to Spring Lake that we've been
trying to get to for about a year
now. The rains were over and the
yard had dried up so we could
walk without getting stuck in the
mud. As we drove over, we
thought we could hit our other
long talked about destination (this
one from about two years) in
Ravenna. We decided to stop at
the "pink diner" (Yup that's what
Willis called it) in Grand Rapids
for breakfast and talk with Barry
about the upcoming 28 th Street car
cruise. If you haven't been to Pal's
Diner, it's worth the trip just to
see the various displays within the
Diner (P.S. - Don't asked Willis
how to get there). After a great
breakfast, a number of pictures
and some conversation with Barry,
we continued on our way to Joe’s
Auto Parts in Spring Lake (Once
again don't ask Willis how to get
there). After our third stop for
directions, we made it to the yard.
This is one of those (like most)
park outside and walk-in-thegeneral-direction -of-where-they
think-the-parts-are type of yards.
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We were one up on them this
time as Willis had been to the
exact location of the part we were
after about a year ago (do I need
to say more). Willis told me that
the part was over in a clump of
trees in the back of the yard. I
went back to the truck and got my
binoculars so Willis could see
what clump of trees in the back of
the yard looked the most
promising.
After making a
determination we went back to
the truck and got a couple boxes
of tools to take with us. As we
headed off to the chosen tree
clump, we had cheery thoughts
that the one tool we needed when
we got there was going to be back
in the truck (so it never happened
to you?). After following this road
and that one, we stopped to rest
as we had made it at least a third
of the way (this is when that
announcer guy reminded us that
two old farts shouldn't be going so
far under the boiling sun in foot
deep sand without proper
provisions and in this case
supervision). Okay so it's been a
while since we’ve been to the gym.
After a few more stops, we
made it to the location of the part.
Apparently, someone had
relocated it. After looking over
hill and dale for the relocation
point, we decided to put our tool
boxes up high, turn on the
location beacon, and separate to
cover more area. After more hills
and dales a voice in the distance
indicated that the part was
located, and since we had left the
flare guns in the truck, I grabbed
the tool boxes, and headed in the
direction of the voice. After a
number of over heres, I arrived at
the part, and after looking at it's
location and where we had to take
it for pickup, we determined that
we would remove the smaller part
I needed from the big part and get
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the rest later.
After a few
inspirational words from Willis,
we opened the tool boxes to see
if we had what was needed to
perform the necessary surgery.
As I sat down in a bed of leaves on
the ground under the big part, I
found the car horn that someone
else had lost. Not wanting to go
through the remainder of my life
with the car horn, I moved to
another spot and surgery began
with Willis assisting. The surgery
was successful, and we took the
part out to the pickup location
and headed back to the front of
the yard. We made a few stops
along the way to look at things
(okay a lot of stops) and picked up
more items (lack of supervision)
to take back home with us. After
paying for the parts, we put them
in the trailer and headed back
home knowing that we wouldn't
be stopping in Ravenna on the
way.
Now the latest Garage Talk
updates on Willis's '58 Wagon
project and my '40 coupe. We
begin with Willis, and his title says
it all.
Restoration Frustration
Part 2
Have you seen the Crawler?
That's what they call the machine
that moves the space shuttle from
its hanger to the launch pad. It
uses tracks (like a bulldozer)
instead of wheels. It's speed is
measured in inches-per-minute.
When in operation, it's the biggest
mass movement since "wheeling"
West Virginia. Yeah that was a
pretty bad one, even by my joke
standards. Well, since I have all
the Fiesta body bolts removed,
next is removing said body from
said frame. No problem; just hook
the engine hoist (cherry picker) to
a
Continued on page 9
chain
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Willis’ ‘58, body off frame
and lift it off. I have seen it done in
street rod books all the time. Hey
Einstein, when you get the body
off, where are you going to put it?
You can't leave it on the hoist and
roll it. The legs extend under the
frame and workspace in the garage
isn't wide enough to roll the hoist
sideways far enough to set the
body beside the frame. Remember
the Crawler? If I could make a set
of sawhorse type stands, I could
set that heavy ole' body on some
4x4 timbers and be home free.
They would have to be strong
enough to hold the body and wide

enough apart to allow the
frame on wheels to roll out
from beneath it. Piece of
cake. I built this garage; I can
surely build a couple of
sawhorses. Since the tires
are 28" tall, I will need to
have the body 30" in the air
so the tires will clear the
floor pan. The body is pretty
heavy so I had better use
2x6's for the legs and keep
the design as close to a
triangle as possible to
maximize the load carrying
strength. I made the legs and
some plywood plates to
support the 4x4. I glued
and screwed the plates to the legs
for added strength. Then cut a
notch in the plates for the timbers
to set in. Remember the Crawler?
Well these sawhorses are so big;
you could probably set the
Crawler on them and not break
them. Job well done. The top of
the 4x4's are even 31 ½ " off the
garage floor giving some added
clearance over the tires. Now I
will need two cherry pickers to lift
the body- one in the front and one
in the back of the body. Good
friend Dan (Boone) Perkins to the
rescue. He loaned me his. We
hooked chains to
the front door
hinges to lift the
front off the frame.
The back end was a
different story. No
door hinges and I
didn't want to wrap
a chain under the
floor pan and
around the quarter
panels, because the
floor pan was
higher than the
bottom of the
quarters and would
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only end up bending the bottoms
of the quarter panels. What to do,
what to do? Then, Troy to the
rescue. By removing the rear lift
gate and placing a 4x4 through the
rear side glass openings, we were
able to place the boom of the
cherry picker hoist under the 4x4
and lift the rear evenly and safely.
Raising both hoist at the same
time, keeps the body level unless
you have a problem. The more we
raised the body, the higher the
frame came up in the rear.
Creaking metal told me that we
had something still attached. My
younger and thinner nephew
Kevin was dispatched underneath
to locate the problem. Not only
do station wagons have an extra
set of frame brackets, they also
have 4 bolts instead of 2 that go
through the frame into the floor
pan. Guess what, 2 of them were
still attached. After a verbal tribute
that sounded like Turrets
syndrome, the final last 2 bolts
were removed, and lift-off was
achieved. Troy your idea worked.
(see pictures)
As for my coupe, we'll begin
where we left off.
First off, I had to finish
removing the dash parts. Then, I
rolled the hood out from under
the trailer and removed all the
stainless from it. It was now time
for the fun stuff to begin and Mr.
Sawzall to become very active.
Willis and his nephew Kevin came
over to assist in the demolition of
the remaining part ( the body had
to go). We began by chopping the
top off (yes off not down). Since
the doors and trunk lid were
already removed we cut the back
quarters off with the fenders
attached ( did I tell you how rusty
this thing was). Pictures of our
handy work are included with this
Continued page 10 | see Olds Parting
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Olds Parting | continued from page 9
article in case you are looking for
the same work to be done. The
next day I removed what was left
(not rusted out) of the floor
panels and prepared the reminder
for storage (yes another picture is
enclosed - now that's what I call a
rat rod or is it a rod rat). The sad
part is that we will have to bury
two Sawzalls after a heroic effort
(well, one at least - the other
never got started). Now as long
as you are sitting down I'll tell you
what happen to the removed
parts. They were converted to a
pizza and brownie fund for the
needy (us). A total of close to
$15.00 was made and those that
used it were full of gas and
pigment colorization. At the end
of the week, the three of us got
back together and took the dirty
rat to storage to join it's bigger
brother ( see enclosed picture).
Well that's it for now and next
time we'll bring you more updates
on the '58 wagon and other items
as we get ready for the winter
months.

Above - Troy’s ‘40 Olds “Rat Rod”
Left - Willis gives new meaning to
the term “top off.” Perhaps it’s
just an un-retractable hard top!

Till Then, Happy Oldsing

Rusty Fenders, anyone??

Double-decker storage!
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Troy’s Party Pix

Above are photos Troy Collins took at a birthday
party he and Willis attended this past summer.
The party was mentioned in Troy & Willis’ “Olds
Parting” column last issue; however, due to space
limitations last issue, the photos are just now
being published.
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R.E. Olds Name Badge Order Form
Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________

Magnetic
attachment is
standard.

City: _______________ State: _______ Zip_________

If you want

Print Name(s) below exactly how you want

pin attachment
check box
below.

it to appear on your name badge.

1.____________________________________________
2.____________________________________________
3.____________________________________________
4.____________________________________________
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O

Chapter Jackets

rder forms for ordering an RE
Olds Chapter Jacket can be
found on our Chapter web site,
www.reolds.org. Just click on the
Chapter Merchandise link at the top
of our home page and you will find
forms for not only Chapter Jackets,
but also Chapter Name badges and
Polo shirts. So, just in case you
don’t want to cut up your
newsletter to order Chapter
merchandise, use the handy forms
on our Chapter’s web site. Happy
Shopping!

No. badges ordered _____ x $5.00 = _________

I will pick up badge at
monthly meeting.
Or
Please mail badges to
me.

Add shipping

_________

($1.50 per order)
Total

_________

Please make checks payable to: R.E. Olds Chapter
Please send order form along with check
or money order to:
Ron Severance
2233 Hampden Dr.
Lansing, MI 48911-1636

R.E. Olds Chapter Polo Shirt Order Form
Quality Polo shirt (white or maroon) with Chapter logo, approx. 3” high,
embroidered on top left chest.
Jerzees brand, 2-button, 50/50 poly cotton with stain resistant finish
offered at Chapter cost in men’s sizes below. See a photo of this shirt on
our Chapter Web site, www.reolds.org. Click on the “Chapters
Merchandise” link, then “Chapter polo shirts.”

Name:____________________________________________

w!
Ne

Address:__________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: _______ Zip_________
Circle size(s): S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

I will pick up
from Judy.
Or
Please mail
shirt to me.

White shirt ($18) _________
Maroon shirt ($20) _________
Add $2 for 2X_________
Add $3 for 3X_________
Add shipping

_________

($5 per order)

Please send order form along
with check or money order to:
R.E. Olds Chapter
Attn: Judy Badgley
304 S. Clippert St.
Lansing, MI 48912-4606
Please make checks payable
to: R.E. Olds Chapter

Rocket Review
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More Fun with Joe and Shirley - MIS

T

hrough the RE Olds
Chapter, we were
invited to the Michigan International
Speedway’s August 18th, 19 th, and 20 th
car show. Joe and I thought about it
and said, “Why not!” Scott and Sue
Whittaker also planned on attending
the car show, which was put on by
3M Car Care Auto Fair. They were
planning to invite 150 cars. You just Emailed them, told them what kind of
car you had and they let you know if
you were accepted! 3M was
disappointed when only 75 cars
attended the show. We were told
that next year, 3M is sponsoring the
whole race at MIS, and the car show!!
We arrived at MIS Friday
around 10:30 am, and went into Gate
2 where they wanted us to unload
our car. We unloaded the 69’ Hurst,
and I parked in our designated parking
spot. So far, so good. Then we met
Skipper - a real nice HIPPER guy who
was helping with the car show. He
said he’d show us where to park our
“toy hauler”, since we’d never been
to MIS before. Remember, our trailer
is 36 feet long with a 6 foot tongue in
addition to our four door truck’s
length. Kinda long. . . Well, we follow
him on his golf cart. Skipper took us
out and around to turn three, then
stopped and asked some people if we
were going the right way (oooh, not a
good sign!!) Nope! We gotta turn
around and go back the way we just
came!! So we get it turned around,
get half way back, and he motions us
to stop so he can ask someone else
where we were to go!! At least we
didn’t have to turn around again, but
we had to go back out Gate 2, then
turn onto a dirt road, and enter the

campground the back way. It was the
only way to get in or out! Skipper said
he’d wait for us to unhook the trailer,
and give us a ride back to our car. He
was so nice!!
We began backing up the
trailer (we got an end spot right by
turn four), and the guy behind us
decided to empty and refill his cooler
right where we were backing. I walk
over and ask him if he could please
move his cooler so we could finish
backing up. He didn’t answer me. I
look at Joe, who was waiting, and gave
him the “I don’t know what to do”
sign! I walk back over to the guy and
said, “Could you PLEASE move your
cooler so we could finish backing up?”
He said in a drunken voice, “’I’ll move
it when I’m done,” and then
proceeded to cover the booze in his
cooler with ICE. I thought, oh no, this
isn’t gonna be good; its only 11:00 am
in the morning! He finally finished and
moved, so we could back up the
trailer.
Skipper had been waiting all
this time to take us back to our car. I
told him that I was sorry it was taken
us so long, and then told him about
the drunk behind us. He reach in his
duffle bag and gave us about eight hats
from the car show, and told us to
pass them out to the people parked
by us in the campgrounds. Maybe they
would be more friendly. I told you
Skipper was nice! The people parked
next to us were nice; it was their first
time camping at MIS. The people in
front of us, and across the road were
older people with motor homes. One
old man was sitting outside watching
the race on his TV!

Joe & Shirley Place’s H/O on display at MIS

Well, we got back to
the car show area, and
went up to register.
The organizers gave us
a duffle bag with 3M
products in it, a hat, a
t-shirt, and lots of little
things too. They paid
our RV parking fee,
and gave us tickets for
the Saturday and
Sunday race. We also
obtained pit passes,
and saw Tony Stewart
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walking by, and Kenny Wallace and
Dale Earnhart Jr.’s car waiting to
qualify. In the car show area, live
music was playing on stage. On
Saturday Jack Roush, Ray Evernham,
Casey Kane and Erin Crocker were
on stage for an interview. The
speedway gave us breakfast (donuts),
and box lunches for three days. The
Speed Channel broadcast a few feet
away from our car on Saturday, and
interviewed Ryan Newman. Friday,
the show area was blocked off from
the crowd, but on Saturday they let
them through. Sunday I could not
believe the number of people; it was
bumper to bumper!
Our first night, Friday, was
interesting as well. We went back to
our trailer about 7:00 pm and started
up our generator, and put it on the
other side of the trailer facing the
track so we wouldn’t disturb anyone or so we thought. Around 8:00 pm,
we noticed the old man who was
parked across from us had come
over, and was look at our generator.
We just thought he wanted to see
what kind it was. Joe went to bed
about 8:30 pm, and I was watching
TV. At 9:00 pm, all of a sudden the
generator stopped. Joe got up and
asked me what had happened. He got
dressed, went outside and checked
the generator, and started it back up.
The old man came over and said,
“What’s wrong. What’s wrong?” Joe
told him he was trying to figure out
why the generator stopped. The old
man said, “Well, it was too loud, and I
shut it off,” even though he had a
generator running in his RV! Well, we
let that go, and let our generator run
for about 30 minutes more before
shutting it off. We wanted to be nice
neighbors even though it was hot
outside, and the generator was
powering our A/C!
Next, we heard our other
neighbors, the drunks, outside yelling,
and playing Frisbee on the road next
to our trailer. Every once in a while
they missed a catch and hit our trailer
with the Frisbee. In addition, their
radio was also playing loudly, and they
were singing along with it. We put the
pillow over our heads and tried to
sleep. The next night we left the
trailer there and drove home to
sleep! All in all it was a nice time.
Would we do it again? YEP!
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Secretary’s
Report

R.E. Olds Chapter General
Session Meeting
October 3, 2006
Ken Nicholas called the meeting to
order at 7:00 PM.
There were 30 present at the
meeting.
Presentation: Kim Suchek and
Donna Geer from the Michigan
National Guard Family Program
presented the “Adopt a family
program for the holidays”. The
program is designed to support the
needy military families that are
deployed during the holiday season.
Presidents Report: Ken welcomed
the members and thanked them for
attending. The annual banquet is
approaching and if you haven’t sent in
your registration please do so quickly.
There are open positions for officers
for the upcoming year and if you are
interested please let him know. Let
Ken know if there any nominations
for the “member of the year”.
Vice Presidents Report: Harry
Emmons requested to limit
conversations during the meeting in
order to conclude the meetings
around 8:00 pm. There was support
from those attending.
Treasurers Report: Jim Harsant
provided a treasures report for Dave
Violetta who was unable to attend the
meeting. The starting balance as of
August 31, 2006 for the Chapter was
$19,493.86. The revenues for the
month of September were $100.00
and the expenses were $0.0 leaving a
balance of $19593.86. Vicki May
moved to accept the treasurers
report. Mike Ross seconded the
motion. The membership approved
the motion.
Secretaries Report: The minutes
of the September 5, 2006 general
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session meeting as prepared by Jim
Harsant were read by Ed Shand and
opened for discussion. Joe Pohl
motioned to accept the minutes as
read. Harry Emmons seconded the
motion. The membership approved
the motion.
Newsletter Report: Wayne Mason
advised the membership that the next
newsletter issue is coming out in a
week or two. We’re waiting for two
articles. The November/December
issue includes the membership roster.
OCA Representative Report:
Chuck Mitchell was unable to attend
the meeting.
Membership Chairman Report:
Joe Pohl reported that three
members who had been previously
dropped from the roster for not
paying dues have now been reinstated
after paying their dues, and one new
member, Randy Thayer, was added.
Home Coming: The committee
needs help with the 2007 show. The
committee is looking for understudy
personnel for emergency situations.
Also they are looking for a
“registration” leader. The next
meeting is on October 17, 2006 at the
museum.
Old Business:

1. The Helen Earley portrait is

finished and was signed off by the
committee. The frame has been
picked The plaque will say Helen
Earley the First Lady of Oldsmobile
Presented by the R.E. Olds Chapter.
It will be presented to the chapter at
the annual banquet and to the
Museum at their annual meeting. The
drawing is the property of the club
and will auctioned at the 2007
homecoming. Jim Harsant made the
motion and Vicki May seconded the
motion. The membership approved
the motion.
There are 20 people signed up for the
banquet. Everything is going well with
the arrangements.
New Business:

1. Elections, Ken would like to

speak to the board members after the
meeting.
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2. A motion was made by Judy

Badgley for the chapter to adopt a
military family for the holidays in the
amount of $250.00. Harry Emmons
seconded the motion. Joe Pohl
added that we should be kept
anonymous. The motion was carried
by the membership.

3. Mackinac Bridge is having a 50 th

anniversary on July 28, 2007. They are
in need of a convertible for each year.
They need a 58 Olds 98 for a feature
car.
The membership wishes to thank the
Helen Early portrait committee for
their outstanding work on the
project.
A Motion to adjourn the meeting was
made by Jim Brehm , supported by Jim
Harsant. The motion was carried.
Donation: Dick Jones who passed
away. Harry Emmons motioned to
make a $25.00 donation and Jim
Harsant seconded it. The motion was
carried.
The membership approved the
disbursement of $25.00 in
remembrance of Dick Jones
The membership approved the
disbursement of $250.00 for the
adopt a military family program.
Elections were held during the annual
banquet in November. There were
no minutes taken at the meeting.
President: Vicki May
VP: Harry Emmons
Treasurer: Dave Violetta
Secretary: Ed Shand
Newsletter/Webmaster: Wayne
Mason
Membership Chairman: Joe Pohl
OCA Representative: Chuck
Mitchell
A financial report was received from
Dave Violetta.
Balance as of 9/30/06 was $19,593.86
Revenues received were $555.00
Expenses were $1,169.38
Balance as of 10/31/06 was $18,979.48
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand,
Secretary.
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Classified Ads
Classified ads must be received
by the editor on or before the
first
Tuesday
of
publication
month’s (February, April, June,
August, October, December) Cost
of ad is “0” for members and
$ 6 . 0 0 f o r n o n- members. Photos
welcome. Ads will be run once
unless you call the Editor and
request that it be run again!

For Sale - RE Olds Chapter
Jacket - One of the original jackets
worn only a few times. Shows no
wear and has been packed in box the
last 12 years. Has the name “Margie”
on the front, but could probably be
removed and replaced. $40 + $4
shipping. Contact Margie at
mjlaity@msn.com.

Photo below was shot on the second
floor of Oldsmobile’s Product
Engineering building, AKA Bldg 66.
This building now serves as the
Grand River Assemble Plant
Headquarters building.
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A Charlie Brown Christmas at Oldsmobile

A

fter I had worked for a few
years in the Graphic
Illustration Group in Oldsmobile’s
Product Engineering department in the
late 1960’s, the younger illustrators in our
group decided we needed a Christmas
display. We picked a theme, and set about
creating the display seen below. When
Christmas was over, we stored our
Peanut’s display, and resurrected it at the
beginning of each Holiday Season
thereafter.
The official name of our
department was the Graphic Illustration
Group; however, each of the design
groups - Body, Chassis, Engine and
Transmission - would tease us and call us
“Cartoonists.” Thus, the name on the
banner in the photo below.
Some designers thought that since
our group created “pretty pictures,” we
didn’t work very hard, and our work

require little much skill. At least, that’s
what they wanted US to THINK they
thought. (We knew they loved us!)
The Graphic Illustration Group
was responsible for creating the
instruction manuals that final assembly
workers used to assemble Oldsmobiles.
One book was created for each car line;
each book contained several hundred
pages. Sheets in the books contained
exploded 3-D illustrations of how parts of
the car were assembled, along with part
numbers and usages. These books went by
various names over the years, including Product Description Manual, Product
Information Manual, Product Assembly
Manual, and Product Assembly Document.
And now you know how
Oldsmobile Illustrators kept busy during
the Holiday Season!
- by Wayne Mason
retired Oldsmobile Illustrator
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http://www.reolds.org

R.E. OLDS CHAPTER
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AM E R I C A
P.O. BOX 80101
LANSING, MI 48908-0101

Thank Our Sponsors - Support them with your support!
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