Cathy Keesaer’s beautiful convertible at the Chapter Picnic, details on page 4
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
Ice Cream Social at Great Lakes Christian Home
London to Brighton Run with the Curved Dash Olds
South Church Festival and Car Show
28th Street Cruise in Grand Rapids
and so much more……..

2011 R. E. Olds Chapter
Board of Directors
President

Vicki May
616-250-1568
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com

Vice-President

Chris Heminger
517-655-3514
clheminger@cablespeed.com

Secretary

Ed Shand
517-655-4739
jes@handofshand.com

Treasurer

Jerry Garfield
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lastolds@broadstripe.net

Membership Coordinator

Don Cooper
517-290-7455
Coopsledg@aol.com

OCA Representative

Eva Cooper
517-290-8451
Coopsledg@aol.com

Editor’s message…….
Notice the different paper this newsletter is printed on? We want to know
what you think of it…….better, no difference or worse……..just let me
know. The cost of printing on this paper is $400 more per year. Do you
think the photos look better on this paper? I was impressed with this
paper’s photo quality. To give all members a chance to give their
opinions, we have mailed this newsletter to everybody, including those
that get their newsletter via email. You can email me or call me or just
voice your opinion at the next monthly meeting in December. There will
not be a Chapter meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 6th (remember to vote instead)
as our annual banquet is on Saturday, Nov. 10th
On another subject, we are looking for
volunteers for the phone tree. This involves
making about 9 calls once a month prior to the
meetings. The purpose of this is to maintain a
personal contact with members and to keep in
touch with those that can’t always make it to
meetings. We currently have 11 callers. Several
who have done this for MANY years and
would like a break. Let me know if you would
like to volunteer to help.

Judy Badgley
Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc. to Judy Badgley at
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876
If you would like to volunteer to do a newsletter issue or 2, let me
know I will gladly help you get your feet wet.

Past President

Ken Nicholas
517-663-2397
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net

By-Laws Coordinator

Troy Collins
517-646-0879
tlc3844@aol.com
Board members are elected for a one-year
period of time at the Annual Banquet
Meeting. Officers assume their office
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year
in which they are elected.

General Club meetings are held on the
1st Tuesday of the month at various
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds
Museum in Lansing. Contact Vicki
May at the number shown above for
more information.

President’s message…..
WHO IS THAT?
How many times have YOU wondered who someone is at a Chapter meeting or
event (familiar face…but what is his/her name)? People don’t really know
everyone, even if we’d like to think we do. If you don’t know someone’s name,
you may be hesitant to talk to them. Most importantly, if you don’t talk to them
you never get to know them and you both lose. Chapter members have a lot to
share with each other, and with the public. Wearing a Chapter badge lets people
know you’re a member of a great organization dedicated to the preservation of
the name, history, and automobiles identified by the Oldsmobile “badge”.
See…even cars have badges so you know who they are  YOU can be a part of
transforming a Chapter meeting or event in to one where everyone gets
acquainted if you wear your Chapter badge. If you haven’t ordered a badge yet
or just can’t find yours, look for the order form in this newsletter on page 3 and
take action now. Get to know your fellow enthusiasts, and enjoy the journey
even more………….

Vicki

NEWSWORTHY
R. E. Olds Chapter
Calendar of Events
November6
NO MONTHLY MEETING
10

Annual Chapter Banquet
NEW LOCATION
R. E. Olds Museum
Reservations required
See details below
December4
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum

2013
Mark your new calendar with these dates
Don’t have a 2013 calendar yet……..
The R. E. Olds Museum is selling Olds/REO
calendars with color photos for $10 plus tax
January8
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
February5
Chapter Meeting 7 PM
R. E. Olds Museum
June15
Oldsmobile Homecoming
19-22

July24-28

National Antique Olds Club
Oldsmobiles 1897-1977
Elmira, NY

Olds Club Of America
All Oldsmobiles
Springfield, IL

CHAPTER BANQUET
The annual banquet and election of officers
will be held November 10, 2012 at the R. E.
Olds Museum. A reservation form was sent by
mail to all members. If you didn’t receive it
and would like to attend, contact 517-6457438. Reservations must be received by
November 3.
You are encouraged to bring Oldsmobile
models, displays and any Oldsmobilia to
display during the show. Categories for
participant “judging” are as follows:
*Best Cutlass – 442-Hurst/Olds car model
*Best Oldsmobile Model Car Display
*Most Original Oldsmobile Display
*Most Colorful Oldsmobile Display
*Most Historical Oldsmobile Display
*Most Represents Oldsmobile Spirit
*Most Unusual Oldsmobile Display
A limited number of display tables will be
available, if you can provide your own
table for display that would help.

CHAPTER

“STUFF

R. E. OLDS CHAPTER PICNIC
Members of the R. E. Olds Chapter
gathered August 12, at the R. E. Olds
Museum in Lansing for a picnic
featuring grilled chicken. It was a
beautiful day with plenty of fun,
food and friends.
Oldsmobiles were parked in the
grassy area southeast of the
Museum’s rear door. There were
about 15 Oldsmobiles on display
ranging from 1946-2003. It was a
great display and attracted a lot of
attention from passersby.
Speaking of a display……if you
weren’t there you missed a fantastic
display of food. The buffet tables
were filled with all kinds of food.
Additionally, the Chapter provided
chicken and member Bill Adcock
(a.k.a. the Chef) did the cooking. It
was all D’licious. Those attending
enjoyed the day and look forward to
repeating this great activity next year.

Happy Birthday to you………..
November
1
Lori Lyon

December
2
Deb VanPelt

4
7

8
14
15

11

16
21
23

25

Ken Lovell
Larry Spicknell
Martha Pregler
Douglas Johnston
Kathy Kilbreath
Tom Robinson
Chuck Goebel
Michelle Brochu
Robert Shorman
Harold Leeman
Andre Shoe
Lydia Ferrigan
Barb Pohl

17
20
23
26
28
29
30
31

Jack Nelson
Annette Morse
Dave Hilliard
Jack McNutt
Bruce Powelson
Jim Harsant
Mike Salermo
Jack Speicher
Debra Wolf
Frank Castle
Kathy Speicher
Dave Violetta
Aaron Irvine
Marianne Harrington
Cindy Thayer
Karen Wilcox

Welcome New Member………
Darrell & Alana Cunningham
Haslett, MI
1969 442
________________________________________
Thanks…. to Troy Collins for donating a
4-drawer file cabinet to the Chapter. Troy
responded to a request in the last issue from
Chapter Historian, Dave Violetta that we had
filled our current file cabinet and needed
another. The new cabinet is now in place
in the Museum meeting room next to the
first cabinet. If you have any historic Chapter
items, contact Dave at 517-669-9246.

OLDSMOBILE HOMECOMING – So much to do in a day!
2012 marked the 20th year for the
Homecoming show. A show that gets
better every year. As you know, we
featured the restored 50’s Futurliner
#10 from the GM Parade of Progress
traveling show from the 50’s. If you
haven’t seen this amazing bus you
have really missed out. The bus and
its crew of volunteers were at the
show site all day. Participants were
able to talk to their volunteers and
hear all about the history of the
Futurliner and the amazing story of
its restoration. Most took advantage
of the opportunity to climb high into
the driver’s seat to feel for
themselves the thrill of how the
driver feels.

The auction is always entertaining
and just plain fun. Steve Zaban has
been our auctioneer for many years
and always entertains as well as
raises money that helps keep our
show going. Steve’s able assistant,
Andy Gilbert, also keeps things
lively.

We always try to get kids involved
with the cars and this year was no
different. Our clown, a.k.a. Chapter

President Vicki May, passes out
candy all day long. No matter how
hot the temps get, she is there and
encourages kids to enjoy the show.
Kids are invited to get together about
noon and play games near the Olds
balloon. Jeri Gross, sister of member
John Gross, makes sure they have
plenty of games to play and everyone
gets a prize.
This year we offered another
program for kids sponsored by
Hagerty Insurance. The youth
judging program called Operation
Ignite is for kids aged 8-14. We had
15 kids participate to judge 9 cars.
Each of the kids received a shirt, hat
and name badges. The kids received
a brief explanation of what
to look for and then
proceeded to the Chapter
parking area where they
judged 8 Chapter cars. A
good
variety
of
Oldsmobiles were selected
and thanks to our Chapter
members for volunteering
their Oldsmobiles for this
important program.
Jim Walkinshaw-1905 CDO
Tom & Jan Hummer-1933 Roadster
Jim Harsant- 1941 Olds 98 convertible
Max & Jo Hineman-1952 98
Scott
Whittaker-1963
Cutlass
Stationwagon
Wayne & Vicki May-1968 Cutlass Conv
Chris Heminger-1971 Cutlass race car
Mark Shank-1986 Olds 442

Congratulations to May’s on being
the owners of the winning
Oldsmobile.

Operation Ignite in progress

If you are looking for parts for your
restoration or to upgrade your
Oldsmobile, our swap meet is the
place to look. You won’t find a
bigger or better swap meet with more
Olds parts any place on Earth!

HOMECOMING 2013
Homecoming
2012 is now just
a great memory,
but designs are
already
underway for the
2013 show. The
organizing committee under the able
leadership of Ken & Marsha
Nicholas and Don & Eva Cooper has
already had 2 meetings to begin the
planning. The date is Saturday June
15, 2013. Save the date so you don’t
miss out!
The committee has selected a
theme for the 2013 show. We will be
featuring Oldsmobile station wagons
and professional cars/trucks. This is
an unusual category and we look
forward to having many of these
vehicles on display. (See page 8 for a
story about an Oldsmobile hearse.)
Ashley Jones is in the process of
getting photos to be featured on the
2013 Homecoming poster. If you
have a photo of your Oldsmobile you
would like included, please contact
him soon at 517-645-7366 to make
arrangements to get the photo to him.
June 15 seems like a long ways
away, but to make this show the
success it is takes preparation.
Anyone wanting to volunteer to be
on the committee will be welcomed.
To help, contact either Nicholas’ or
Coopers. Their contact information
can be found on page 2 in this issue.

MICHIGAN “LONDON TO BRIGHTON” VETERAN CAR RUN By Mike Walters

Pictured L. to R. Bill & Suzi Adcock, Jacquie & Ted Graham, Jim & Janet Walkinshaw, Dave Violetta and Mike & Sue Walters

The Michigan run was developed to
mimic the prestigious London to
Brighton Veteran Car Run held
annually in England and to demonstrate
the beauty and endurance of the early
American automobiles. The inaugural
Michigan run was limited to onecylinder “brass era” cars, by invitation
only. If the first run is successful,
subsequent runs may be established
annually. The run would then be open
to the public with a broader scope of
automobile requirements, allowing
more vehicles to participate.

HISTORY OF
THE LONDON TO BRIGHTON
VETERAN CAR RUN
The first London to Brighton Veteran
Car Run was held on November 14,
1896 and was called “The
Emancipation Run”. The run
was organized by Harry J
Lawson and the Motor Car Club
as a celebration of the passing of
the “Locomotives on Highways
Act of 1896”, which replaced the
Locomotive Acts of 1861, ’65
and ‘78. The earlier Acts were
very restrictive to automobile
travel, requiring a maximum
speed limit of 4 mph in the
country and 2 mph in the city.
In addition, while driving in the city, a
pedestrian escort was required to walk
20 yards in front of an automobile
(1861), then 60 yards in front (1865)
while carrying a red flag. The
automobile escort requirement was
eliminated with the 1878 Act but it
wasn’t until the 1896 Act was passed
that the speed limits were increased to
14 mph.

In the first run 33 cars started, 14
completed the 90 mile trip from
London to Brighton; two French Bollee
motor tricycles were the first to finish.
Participation in the inaugural run of
two Duryea cars from the US was the
first appearance of an American motor
vehicle in Europe. It is estimated that
as many as 10,000 pedal cyclists
escorted the motor cars on the first
run.
Today “London to Brighton” is
considered the longest-running motor
event in the world. Every year over
500 cars, all built before 1904, come
from around the world to participate.
The run, now sponsored by The Royale
Automobile Club, is considered the
world’s largest spectator event with
over 2 million spectators each year.

Three 1905 Oldsmobiles participated
in the Inaugural Michigan Veteran Car
Run. Two of the three cars were
Model B Oldsmobiles, commonly
known as a "Curved Dash Olds", the
third car was a Model N Oldsmobile,
commonly called a French front Olds".
The Model B has a sleigh-like curved
dash front while the Model N has a
more modern extended front hood with

a radiator. All three cars have single
cylinder engines, the cars are chain
driven utilizing two forward gears and
one reverse. These wooden body cars
can attain a forward speed of 20-25
mph, not very fast by today's standards,
but much faster than the horses they
replaced.
There were over 19,000 curved dash
Olds' built from 1901 to 1907, these
were classified as Models R (earliest),
6c, then B (latest). The curved dash
Oldsmobile was considered America's
first
mass-produced
gasoline
automobile; at one point over 40% of
all automobiles on US roads were
Oldsmobiles. The curved dash is
driven using tiller steering, it sold for
$650.
The Model N Oldsmobile was
produced in 1904 and 1905,
approximately 720 units were
manufactured. Along with the
more modern and later more
common, "hood/radiator" front
end, the "French front" also
incorporated a steering wheel
for maneuvering the car. The
wheelbase on the Model N was
76", 10" longer than the
smaller Model B curved dash.
The Model N had a 10hp
engine compared to the 7hp
found in the curved dash.
The Michigan Veteran Car Run took
place Sunday August 19. It started at
the London United Methodist Church
at approximately 8:30am and ended at
the Brighton, MI Chamber of
Commerce at 4:00pm (approximately
54 miles). Along the route points of
interest stops were incorporated; Hack
House Museum, Milan Fire Barn,
Saline Railroad Museum, Gordon

House Mansion and lunch at Dexter
Pub.
Two of the three participating cars
developed engine problems and did not
finish the run, however, it is important
to remember these cars are over 107

Three Oldsmobiles at the Fire Barn

years old and can develop unforeseen
problems very easily. R E Olds club
members that participated in the run
were: Bill and Suzi Adcock driving the
Museum’s French Front, Jim and Janet
Walkinshaw driving their ’05 CDO,

and Mike and Sue Walters driving their
05 CDO, Dave Violetta, Ted and
Jacquie Graham and Bruce Powelson.
Everybody had a great time!
Bruce Powelson provided photos for this article.

Main Street USA at the traffic light

OLD FASHION FUN by Vicki May
What’s more fun than a car show and
ice cream? An ice cream social with
beautiful Oldsmobiles on display at the
Great Lakes Christian Homes. For
those who have attended our annual
banquet at GLCH, you know what a
lovely facility it is. This event is our
way of saying thank you for the use of
the facility. September 30 was a
beautiful Fall day, and a dozen classic
cars were on display.
Thanks to
members who came to display their
car, chat with residents, and enjoy an
ice cream sundae. Eva Cooper, Marsha
Nicholas, Tom Hummer and myself

dished and delivered sundaes.
In
addition to the ice cream treat, we also
gave away decks of our Oldsmobile
Homecoming cards to a number of

residents. The cards were very popular
with the residents, and very much
appreciated.
It was wonderful to hear the many
Oldsmobile memories shared among
the residents and Members.
The residents and their families truly
enjoyed this event. And….so did we.
Chapter members attending were: Tom
& Jan Collins, Don & Eva Cooper, Jerry
Garfield, Andy & Jill Gilbert, Tom & Jan
Hummer, Ed & Lisa Kleehammer
(provided photos), Wayne & Vicki May,
Ken & Marsha Nicholas, Terry &
Rebecca Pinkney and Fred Pirochta.

IT’S THE ONLY WAY TO GO……….By Judy Badgley
If you have to go (and we all do),
taking your final ride in a 1937
Oldsmobile hearse is the only way to
go. I would like to share with you the
extreme dedication of a funeral
director in resurrecting a basket case
into a fully functional hearse.

The story began in 2000 when Allen
Jensen, owner of Palmer Bush &
Jensen Family Funeral Homes in the
hometown of Oldsmobile, Lansing,
Michigan, decided there should be an
Oldsmobile hearse in town for the final
ride for the many Olds lovers in the
area. Little did he know where this
idea would lead him. First, he found a
1937 Olds hearse that had been
dragged from a ditch in Kansas. It was
going to be a “project” to say the least.
The carcass was brought to the
Lansing area to be brought back to life.
The first body shop that tried to
tackle the project soon realized they
were in over their head. They had
disassembled what was still assembled
but realized they were not capable of
the job. In 2001, through a referral,
Mr. Jensen found Doug, Judy, Trevor
and Calvin Badgley of Badgley’s
Garage. They looked it over, brought
in Bob Reeves of Car Shine Body
Shop and together they decided it
could be saved. Bob removed the body
and body parts to his facility so the
Badgley’s could concentrate on
preparing the drivetrain.
Conversations revealed that Jensen
wanted anybody to be able to drive the
vehicle on any day of the year (in
Michigan). He preferred not to use the
original type drivetrain that was a little
temperamental for “anybody” to use,
but he also wanted it to retain its
vintage appearance. The decision was

made to find a 1948 drivetrain with the
far more manageable automatic
transmission
but
same
basic
appearance as the 1937.
The Lansing area, as you might
imagine, has a vast supply of
Oldsmobile enthusiasts that encompass
all years. It didn’t take long for the
word to get around about the
hearse project. We were soon
in touch with someone who
had an extra drivetrain from a
1948 Olds. It was brought in
and completely rebuilt for the
hearse. Meanwhile, the frame
was blasted and painted.
A decision was made that for
safety, the hearse would have
a dual master cylinder for the
brake system. This was done
along with building the
chassis. Steering, suspension,
cooling system, brake system……you
name it and it had to be found then
rebuilt or replaced. Many of the pieces
had been lost over the years and during
transit from place to place. It became a
very large 3-D jigsaw puzzle that
someone had scattered the pieces into
the wind!
By 2002, the mechanical work was
mostly complete, it was time for the
bodywork
to
begin. The shell
was brought back
to Badgley’s to set
it on the completed
chassis.
From there it
would travel to the
body shop. The
body shop spent
months
contemplating the
correct course of
action to please
Mr. Jensen and
make the most
cost-effective way
to replace the 99%
rotted wood carcass.
The decision was made to build the
body framework from metal instead of
wood. Through a friend of Bob
Reeve’s Allen began working with Jeff
Hanes with Hanes Weld Fab of Mason,
Michigan,
who
re-assembled,
straightened and repaired the body

framework. It was becoming more
beautiful as every day passed.
The re-assembly of the hearse was a
challenge! The chrome parts that had
come with the car had to be replated.
However, there were many parts both
chrome and non-chrome that were
missing. This started a major search. A
hearse does not always have the same
parts as a standard model car. A lot of
research had to be done to establish
what parts were needed and where to
locate them. This was another BIG
project.
The search was on. Bob and the
owner searched through the Internet
and found many parts. Badgley’s
started contacting other owners of
1937 8-cylinder Oldsmobiles, found
through the pages of the NAOC
membership manual. The members
were found to be willing and anxious
to help save this unusual Oldsmobile.
While the updates were being made,
an additional convenience was added
by installing a power window set-up.
This was a convenience that was
supplied by a street rod vendor. Since
those parts were 12V and the hearse
had maintained it’s 6V system, voltage
boosters had to be installed to handle
the voltage difference. The original

window cranks now the switch for the
windows to go up and down and still
maintain the appearance of originality.
Like I said……… if you have to go,
taking your final ride in a 1937
Oldsmobile hearse is the only way to
go and Lansing, Michigan is the place
to do it.

FESTIVAL AT SOUTH CHURCH
September 9, the members of
South Church held a festival and
car show. This annual event
continues to grow and be
successful. It is their way of
giving to the community. The
entire event is free!
This family event provides
kids games, rides and bounce
houses along with pony rides.
There is also caramel corn and
cotton candy and it is all free!
In addition to the activities
they serve a fantastic homecooked meal and desserts with
enough food that nobody goes

home hungry. Did I mention it
was all free!
The car show was filled with
Oldsmobiles, plus there were
examples
of
other
auto
manufacturers. There were also
motorcycles and even a classic
boat! It was a beautiful display
of cars on a beautiful day. The
registrar for the event was none
other than our own Ed Shand.
Even the car show was free.
It was a great day for all who
attended and we thank Ed for
inviting
us.

ROCKET CLASSIFIEDS

PARTS ‘R’ PARTS by Steve Denovi

FOR SALE

The first thing a parts rebuilder has to have are rebuildable
parts. Without those “cores” we are limited to foreign made
replacement parts which can be inferior or in the worse
case, no replacement is available at all.
Fusick Automotive has provided NOS, reproduction and
rebuilt parts for Oldsmobiles for over 40 years. With each
decade a new challenge comes up. Lately, rebuildable cores
for 1949 through 1964 Oldsmobiles are drying up. Fusick
Automotive has supported all the olds Clubs and Chapters
for decades and Mike is a collector himself.
If you have any cores sitting around from past repairs or
restorations, now would be a good time to make room in
your garage and maybe make a little money or get a gift
certificate from Fusick. The following is a list of the most
popular cores needed at this time. Feel free to phone, fax or
go to Fusick Automotive’s web site. Determine what you
have and learn what it may be worth.

1965 Olds Cutlass Convertible, twenty footer, light blue
with white top, runs great, 25 years one owner. Assessed at
$8000, negotiable. Call Pete at 517-485-7698 anytime.
2002 Final 500 Intrigue Wheel center caps, NEW GM, $90 each
or $400 for all 5. Contact Judy Badgley at 517-645-7438 or
djbadgley@gmail.com

WANTED
1963 Oldsmobile Specialty Tools, any and all, contact:
Jamie Cox @ jamiecox2@shaw.ca or tel 250-665-7748
(Canada). To go with our 2 Starfire Convertibles.

Auto Trivia from Terry Pinkney……..
The Maytag Washing Machine Company that was founded
in 1893 also built automobiles from 1910-1912 under the
Maytag-Mason label.

The following are needed:
1949-58 Vacuum Wiper Motors
1949-57 Heater Control Valves
1953-59 Power Brake Assemblies
1953-60 Harmonic Balancers 2-3-4 groove
1949-58 Distributors
1955-58 Fuel Pumps
1961-64 Fuel Pumps
1949-54(No 49-51 98)Front knee-action shocks
If you have any cores you care to get rid of, get them to
Fusick, tag the part with your information and what ever the
part came off from. Send it to:
Fusick Automotive
P.O. Box 655
22 Thompson Rd.
Windsor, CT 06088
Phone 860-623-1583 or 860-623-1589

28TH STREET CRUISE IN GRAND RAPIDS
August 25, several Chapter
members and their families met at
the McDonalds north of Grand
Ledge to cruise to Grand Rapids to
take part in the annual 28th Street
Cruise. Mike Ross is the organizer of
our group leading the way in his
1976 Cutlass police cruiser.
The day started with Mike arriving
under police “escort”, but that is a
story he will have to tell! The group
left McDonalds and drove to Harvey
Cadillac, their prime location along
the cruise route. Our Oldsmobiles

R.E. Olds Chapter
General Session Meeting
August 7, 2012
President, Vicki May called
the meeting to order at 7
PM.
There were 27 members
present at the meeting.
Presidents Report: Vicki welcomed the
members to the August meeting and thanked
everyone for attending. During the introductions
of members present, Jerry Garfield announced
the Motor City Rockets September weekend
cruise to Traverse City has been canceled this
year. He also announced that the village of
Leslie will have a parade and car show on
September 8 and invited everyone to attend.
Willis Dennis is looking for five classic cars for
the Flint “Back to the Bricks” car show. His
group “Wild About Cars” will have a display
parking area that they want to fill with classic
cars for the show. Willis asked that those
interested contact him.
Vice Presidents Report: Chris Heminger
reported that the count for the 8/12 Chapter
picnic is now up to 48 people. For our October

were prominently displayed in front
of the Cadillac dealership along with
a display of vintage Cadillac’s and
Pierce Arrow’s.

2nd Chapter meeting, he announced that Tom
Erb will be our guest speaker
Secretaries Report:
Due to Secretary Ed
Shand’s excused absence, the July minutes will
be
presented
at
the
September
meeting for approval.
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley reported she
will be publishing a Classified section in the
next newsletter . If any members have an Olds
related item to sell, contact her with the
specifics. Judy also said that if a non-member
wants to advertise in our newsletter that the
charge would be $5.00. The deadline for
articles for the next newsletter is Wednesday,
August 15. Membership Chairman Report:
Don Cooper reported we have a new member
from Los Angeles, California. His name is
Thomas W. Roe. Bill Adcock stated he is the
great grandson of R. E. Olds. Mr. Roe listed his
Oldsmobiles as a 1937, 1982, 1991, 1994, 2004.
ByLaws: Troy Collins stated he has nothing to
report.
OCA Chapter Representative Report:Eva
Cooper report everything is fine at this time.
She reminded members to be aware of their
dues expiration date with OCA and to renew
them in a timely manor..

Cars were quickly polished, tents
were set up and chairs were set
out. It was a beautiful day and the
cars cruising were fun to watch.
Thanks to Mike for organizing
another
interesting
activity.
Chapter members attending were:
Don & Eva Cooper, Andy & Jill
Gilbert,
Jim
Harsant,
Chris
Heminger, Ken Lovell, Wayne &
Vicki May, Ron & Val Reichle,
Mike Ross, Larry Spicknell and
Bruce Powelson.

Museum Liaison report:Jim Walkinshaw told
about the 100 mile endurance run that is held in
London, England, for cars older than 1904. (See
article pg 6).Next Tuesday will be another
Curved Dash event. Many years ago R. E. Olds
gave MSU a Curved Dash. For the last 20
years, it has been stored under the stadium
under a tarp. MSU has agreed to loan it to the
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum for display.
The Museum’s Car Capitol Car Show held on
July 28 had a total of 154 cars registered.
President Vicki congratulated Bill Adcock, the
Museum’s director, on a great show. Old
Business: 1. Homecoming: Ken Nicholas said
we need some ideas for a ‘display-feature’ for
2013. The first Homecoming meeting for 2013
will be held on Tuesday, September 18. 2.
Chapter picnic: Chris Heminger reminded
everyone of the picnic being held on Sunday,
August 12. So far, 48 people have confirmed
they will attend.
3. Bob Shorman: REOTM
paint project: A week ago he and Bill Adcock
met with Leslie, an artist from Old Town. She
suggested panels that would attach to the
outside walls instead of painting on the building
or laminations on the outside walls, like
billboards use. She suggested applying for a

grant to cover the cost.
Current grant
applications are due by 10/1. Next year’s grants
are due between January and March. 4. The
28th Street Metro Grand Rapids Cruise is on
August 25. Mike Ross is heading up a caravan
from Grand Ledge to Harvey Cadillac on 28th
Street. As of today, Mike has only one person
signed up. Let Mike know if you are interested.
He needs numbers by the Wed., August 22.
New Business: 1. Annual Banquet:
Jan
Hummer has secured the Great Lakes Christian
Home’s banquet room for our annual banquet.
The date is November 10. Discussion was held
on securing a caterer. Previously, we used
Mary’s Catering but she has gone out of
business. Bill Adcock recommended Teresa
Barcy of Professional Party Planners (c/517974-0931 o/627-5493). Eva C. will check on
prices with Teresa and Amy’s Catering. 2.Ice
Cream Social: Discussion was held on doing
the Ice Cream Social at Great Lakes Christian
Home again. It was decided to plan it for
September 30th. Everyone agreed.
The Badgley’s provided a 45 minute video of
the restoration of the Futurliner for those in
attendance. It was the feature at this year’s
Homecoming.
Motion to Adjourn:A motion to adjourn the
meeting was made by Jim Harsant and
supported by Chris Heminger. The motion was
carried.
Respectfully submitted: Eva Cooper, acting
Secretary.

R.E. Olds Chapter
General Session Meeting
September 4, 2012
Secretary, Edward Shand called the meeting to
order at 7:00 PM.
There were 24 present at the meeting. There
were no guests.
Presidents Report: Ed Shand, Secretary
facilitated the meeting due to the President and
Vice President’s absence..Ed welcomed and
thanked the members and guests for attending.
The membership introduced themselves and
some had items of interest to share with the
membership
Board Meeting Items: There was no Board
meeting and therefore no items to bring forth to
the membership.
Vice Presidents Report: Chris Heminger:
Chris was absent for this meeting. He left a
message that Tom Erb will present some
additional Oldsmobile racing information
during the October General Session meeting.
Quoting from Tom Erb's e-mail to me: He
said, "Again, if there are specific areas your
members would like to hear about, let me know.
(Chris could e-mail him)I thought I might try to
cover Oldsmobile's relationship with the racing
governing bodies, NASCAR, NHRA, IMSA,
etc. and with sponsors and media. Those stories
will naturally bring forth some specific cars,
personalities, and some funny stories." If any
members have any specific information or
questions for Tom please either call or email
Chris prior to the October meeting.2.
Also I'd
like to thank all the people that helped with the
picnic. (Bill Adcock for all he did. The chicken

was great) the picnic turned out really great!
There were about 50 in attendance at the picnic.
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand read the minutes
of the general session meeting for both July and
August were presented to the membership and
opened for discussion.
Harry Emmons
motioned to accept the minutes as read for the
July minutes. Judy Badgley seconded the
motion. The membership approved the motion.
Jim Brehm motioned to accept the minutes for
the August meeting and Bill Adcock seconded
the motion. The membership approved the
motion.
Newsletter Report: Judy Badgley reported: On
behalf of the Club I thanked Judy and all those
that contributed to the last issue of the
newsletter.
Thank you Bruce for the
outstanding pictures we used for the newsletter.
There was nothing new to report.
Bylaws chairman’s report: Troy Collins:
Had nothing new to report.
Membership Chairman Report: Don Cooper
reported: Our membership numbers are stable.
We lost around 10 members that didn’t renew
their membership and got 10 additional new
members.
OCA Chapter Representative Report: Eva
Cooper reported: Nothing new to report.
Old Business: 1. Homecoming: Ken Nicholas
reported, Homecoming for 2013 Begins with
the first meeting on Tuesday September 18th
beginning at 6:30pm. The meeting will be held
at the R.E. Olds Transportation Museum. Those
that are interested will meet at Wendy’s for
dinner prior to the meeting.
New Business: 1. Beekman car show (Cars and
Bikes for Special Kids) the show is Sunday,
September 9, 2012, 9am-4pm.
Info at
http://www.carsandbikesforspecialkids.org/·
2. If you are tired and hungry after the Beekman
show, drive a short distance to South Church at
5250 Cornerstone Drive in Lansing. Have
dinner, kids games and activities for all. From
4:00 to 6:00 and if you want to stay for a
concert presented by the Ball Brothers. Please
do. The event is free to all and you will have a
great time.·3. Our friend and longtime member
Joe Pohl passed away on August
1st. It’s our custom for the chapter
to donate $25.00 to the museum in
Joe’s name. Jerry sent a check to
the museum for a $25.00 donation
in memory of Joe.·4. The Chapter
will be holding a mini car show and
ice cream social at the Great Lakes
Christian Home on September
30th. This is the place we hold our
annual Chapter meeting and
banquet in November. Let’s have a
great turnout of Oldsmobile’s and
allow the guests enjoy reminiscing
the good old days.· 5. Time is
passing quickly to purchase tickets
for the R.E. Olds Transportation
Museum raffle car. $20 each or 3
for $50. 6. Thank you Mike Ross
for putting together a fine event at
the 28th Street cruise activity in
Grand Rapids. There was a nice
turnout and a beautiful day. There
were 10 Chapter cars that attended
the event· 7. Ken, Can you share

what is going on with OCA JWO.? It appears
that the issue with Brad Bishop and the OCA
leadership has been resolved and Brad will
remain as the JWO editor.· 8.This Saturday the
8th of September there is a car show and event
in LESLIE. It begins at 10 a.m. There will be a
trophy presented to the favorite Oldsmobile at
the show.· 9. Mike Ross’ wife is involved with
the Starlight Dinner Theatre. Fliers were passed
out describing the performance details for those
interested.· 10. Bill Adcock updated the group
on the status of the mural on the side of the
building. It will take the better part of next year
to secure the grants to complete the project.·
11. There was a discussion regarding the annual
banquet. Eva provided some details from the
potential caterers for the dinner. Judy Badgley
motioned to have the banquet committee decide
on which caterer to use for the event and
whether to have it at the Great Lakes Christian
home or the museum. Jim Brehm seconded the
motion and the membership approved the
motion. Bill Adcock stated the museum could
support 100 people for a dinner if the museum
were selected.· 12. Bill Adcock provided a
museum update. The museum received a
curved dash from MSU. It was under the
stadium for many years. The museum also
received a 1927 REO Wolverine. On Sept. 5th
he will be going to Fort Wayne to pick up a
1954 88. Bill showed a film on a 1934
Oldsmobile rolling chassis in Norway. The
museum is attempting to secure the chassis to
get it shipped here. It’s a cutaway chassis. ·
13. There were three single engine Oldsmobile’s
that made the trip from London Twp. To
Brighton for a total of 52 miles.· 14. Judy
Badgley showed a video of the making of the
1991 Ninety-Eight advertisement being dropped
from an airplane.·
Our next meeting will be
on October 2, 2012 at the museum.
Motion to Adjourn: A motion to adjourn the
meeting was made by Jim Brehm and supported
by Dave Violetta. The motion was carried.
Respectfully submitted: Ed. Shand, Secretary
greatly assisted by Eva Cooper.

