
CHAPTER   MEMBERS   ARE   HONORED 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Troy Collins was presented the R. 
E. Olds Chapter “Member of the 
Year” Award by Chapter President 
Vicki May at the Chapter’s Annual 
Banquet. See details of the banquet 
on pages 6-8. 

Jerry Garfield received the R. E. 
Olds Museum “Volunteer of the 
Year” Award by Museum 
President Bill Adcock at the 
Museum’s Annual meeting. See 
details on page 8.  

 
Also in this issue: Ethanol gas updates, A Snowbird car show & so much more. 
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2013 R. E. Olds Chapter 

Board of Directors 
 
President 
Vicki May 
616-250-1568 
vickiandwayne@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President 
Chris Heminger 
517-655-3514 
clheminger@cablespeed.com 
 
Secretary 
Ed Shand 
517-655-4739 
jes@handofshand.com 
 
Treasurer 
Jerry Garfield 
517-878-5095 
lastolds@wowway.com 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Don Cooper 
517-290-7455 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
OCA Representative 
Eva Cooper 
517-290-8451 
Coopsledg@aol.com  
 
Past President 
Ken Nicholas 
517-663-2397 
mroldskcn@sbcglobal.net  
 
By-Laws Coordinator 
Troy Collins 
517-646-0879 
tlc3844@aol.com 
 
Board members are elected for a one-year 
period of time at the Annual Banquet 
Meeting. Officers assume their office 
beginning January 1st of the subsequent year 
in which they are elected.  

 
 
General Club meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of the month at various 
locations, but usually at the R. E. Olds 
Museum in Lansing. Contact Vicki 
May at the number shown above for 
more information. 

 

Editor’s message……. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED……. 
   The Chapter is looking for volunteers for the 
phone tree. This involves making about 9 calls 
once a month prior to the meetings. The 
purpose of this is to maintain a personal contact 
with members and to keep in touch with those 
that can’t always make it to meetings. We 
currently have 11 callers, several of who have 
done this for MANY years and would like a 
break. Let me know if you would like to 
volunteer to help.  
ARTICLES ARE NEEDED…….. 
   My supply of articles is dwindling. You all have a story to tell about an 
experience you have had with your Oldsmobile and we all enjoy hearing about 
them. Please send in your story so all can enjoy reading your story. If you need 
help with writing, just ask and I will help. Send a picture(s), too. This is your 
newsletter and to keep it interesting I need your help otherwise you will be 
reading about my grandkids!   
 

I wish you and your family and happy and healthy 2013. 
Judy Badgley 

 
 

Send newsletter articles, classifieds, etc.  to Judy Badgley at 
djbadgley@gmail.com or 4631 Doane Hwy., Potterville, MI 48876 
If you would like to volunteer to do a newsletter issue or 2, let me 

know I will gladly help you get your feet wet. 
 

 
President’s message….. 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
By now you are recovering from the many holiday events and looking to 
the new year. 
 
2012 was another great year for our Chapter.  We can look back and 
reflect on the fun and successes, like the best Homecoming ever.....car 
shows......picnic......banquet.....new friends and long-time friends (notice I 
didn't say "old" friends  :-).   
 
As we plan for 2013, please send me your thoughts on what the Chapter 
should focus on, any changes you feel we should make, and any items we 
should add to our budget.  Your input is important.  This is your Chapter, 
and your Board is here to help YOU make it the best.  My warmest 
wishes for a wonderful new year for you and your family. 

 
Vicki……………. 
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NEWSWORTHY    CHAPTER    “STUFF
 

R. E. Olds Chapter 
Calendar of Events   

2013 
Don’t have a 2013 calendar yet…….. 
The R. E. Olds Museum is selling Olds/REO 
calendars with color photos for $6 plus tax  
 
January- 
1 HAPPY NEW YEAR 

No January Meeting 
 
19 Jackson VMCCA Swap Meet  
 Fairgrounds, Jackson, MI 
February- 
2-3 Kalamazoo Swap Meet 

Fairgrounds, Kalamazoo, MI 
Details: www.kaarc.og 
 

5 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 
Homecoming Flier stuffing 
R. E. Olds Museum 

March- 
5 Chapter Meeting 7 PM 

R. E. Olds Museum 
 
20-23 Olds Festival  

Oldsmar, FL 
Details on pg. 9 

June- 
15 Oldsmobile Homecoming 
 
19-22 National Antique Olds Club 

Oldsmobiles 1897-1977 
Elmira, NY 
Details: antiqueolds.org  

July- 
24-28 Olds Club Of America 
 All Oldsmobiles 
 Springfield, IL 
 Details: oldsmobileclub.org  

 
  
Thank you to our advertisers…... 

On the back page of each newsletter you 
will find business card ads for companies 
that sponsor our club.  These businesses 
help offset the costs of our newsletter so 
you don’t see an increase in dues.  
We also have a new advertiser with this 
issue. Bob Reeve, owner of Carshine 
Restorations has joined our advertisers. 
Bob has restored many award-winning cars. 
We welcome him to our group.  

www.restorationsbycarshine.com 

 
Please support our advertisers. 
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From Hemmings Motor News……by Jim O’Clair 
 

(Editor's Note: This article was sent from 
Chapter member Jerry Garfield and 
reprinted with permission from Mr. 
O’Clair. Jim O'Clair's recent post on zinc 
levels in modern oils led to a discussion in 
the office about the other fluids we put in 
our collector cars - particularly how those 
fluids have changed since the cars were 
new. In that spirit, we asked him to take a 
look at the technical aspects of ethanol in 
modern gasoline and how ethanol affects 
older cars. This story is not meant to 
discuss the political implications of ethanol 
in gasoline, and we ask that anybody who 
comments on the story refrain from 
discussing politics. Thank you.) 
 
   Like it or not, ethanol in gas is here to 
stay. Although it does reduce pollution in 
our atmosphere, it can cause problems for 
many collector cars, boats, and older 
outdoor power equipment because of some 
of the side effects related to its use. 
   When people talk about ethanol in 
today’s pump gas, they’re referring to E10, 
which is a formulation that contains 90 
percent gasoline and 10 percent ethanol. 
Car manufacturers are now building 
engines that can run on 51 to 83 percent 
ethanol, which is often called E85 or flex 
fuel. 
   Ethanol is refined from grain alcohol; 
most specifically, corn, here in the United 
States; but it can also be made from switch 
grass, manure, willow trees, and even sugar 
cane in some countries. 
   The use of ethanol will only increase. 
Federal law mandates that the U.S. use 36 
billion gallons of alternative fuel per year 
by 2022. By comparison, the United States 
used only 11 billion gallons in 2010, and 
the requirement in the law is that we ramp 
up to 15 billion gallons per year in 2015. 
The only way we would get there is to buy 
more gas – which is unlikely to happen, 
given the cost of a gallon these days – or 
increase the ethanol content in each gallon. 
Unless your car’s owner’s manual states 
specifically that it is an E85 or Flex Fuel 

vehicle (if you don’t know for 
sure, check the eighth digit of 
your VIN), you cannot use 
E85 fuels. 
Pros of ethanol-
supplemented fuel: 
 Ethanol is clean-burning 

and is a higher-octane fuel 
than conventional gas. 

 Ethanol is produced from 
renewable sources. 

 Ethanol-powered vehicles 
produce lower carbon monoxide and 
carbon dioxide emissions, and lower 
levels of hydrocarbon and nitrogen 
oxide emissions. 

 Ethanol production keeps American 
farmers in business and creates new 
farming and ethanol-processing jobs. 

 Because ethanol is produced 
domestically, it reduces U.S. 
dependence on foreign oil and 
increases the nation’s energy 
independence. 

 Ethanol needs fewer fossil (coal) and 
petroleum (gas) fuels to produce more 
BTU of energy than gasoline (although 
it does require much more water). 

Cons of ethanol-supplemented fuel: 
 Ethanol creates 34 percent less energy 

than unadulterated gasoline per gallon. 
This equals a loss in fuel economy of 
up to 3 miles per gallon for E10 fuels. 
In terms of heat, ethanol produces 
76,330 BTU per gallon, whereas diesel 
fuel produces 128,450 BTU per gallon, 
gasoline 116,090 BTU per gallon and 
LP gas 84,950 BTU per gallon. The 
fuel economy gets even worse with 
E85, a loss of 7 to 8 miles per gallon 
with its higher ethanol content. 
Consumer Reports, testing in 2006, 
verified a loss in fuel economy of up to 
30 percent in a Chevy Tahoe designed 
to run on flex fuel when it was tested 
with both unleaded gas and E85. Poor 
fuel economy can also be attributed to 
improper fuel system calibration based 
on computer feedback from oxygen 
sensors because of the temperatures 
needed to burn ethanol. 

 Virtually any grain considered 
feedstock can be used to make ethanol, 
but some grains are better for 
producing ethanol than others. Corn 
happens to be one of the worst grains 
for making ethanol but we produce so 
much more of it than any other grain 
that it was the ingredient of choice for 
U.S. ethanol producers. In South 

America, ethanol is produced from 
sugar cane, which is easier to refine 
and gives a higher yield per acre than 
corn (1,200 gallons per acre vs. 300 
gallons per acre of corn). The U.S. 
government did impose a 55 cents per 
gallon tariff to prevent the import of 
sugar cane-based ethanol into the 
United States, though that tariff has 
recently expired). 

 Ethanol is hygroscopic, which means it 
absorbs water more easily than 
gasoline. That leads to water 
condensation inside fuel tanks, 
carburetor fuel bowls and fuel lines 
where air spaces are present. Water 
content in fuel will also swell up the 
paper filter media inside fuel filters not 
specifically designed for flex fuels and 
can thus restrict fuel flow at the filter. 

 Ethanol also erodes fiberglass tanks, 
rubber hoses and plastic fuel lines. It 
contributes to rust in fuel systems by 
creating condensation in the unfilled 
portion of gas tanks. It will also 
dissolve varnish and rust in steel fuel 
components. These dissolved 
ingredients sit in the bottom of gas 
tanks until they are removed or they 
will enter the fuel system if the fuel 
level in the tank gets too low. 

   So what is a classic car owner to do? 
Especially when their car is sitting unused 
in the garage more than it is on the road? It 
has been stated that you can counteract the 
poor fuel mileage by driving at a consistent 
speed of between 40 and 60 MPH but that 
doesn’t really apply to boats or classic cars 
that are parked or do not have cruise 
control in most cases. 
   Several recommendations of things you 
can do that should help come from OE 
marine manufacturers who have been 
battling these ethanol-related fuel 
problems: 
 Replace any plastic or rubber fuel lines 

with ethanol-resistant hose or nylon 
tubing. 

 Install a water separator filter in the 
fuel line leading to the carburetor. 
Water collects in the filter and can be 
removed periodically. 

 Replace any fiberglass tanks with steel 
or aluminum. 

 Ensure that any O-rings in the fuel 
system are also ethanol-compatible. 

 Keep your tank as full as possible to 
prevent air space where condensation 
can form. 

 Use specific ethanol-compatible fuel 
storage additives. These are normally 
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blue in color. Regular fuel stabilizers 
will not work unless they are labeled 
ethanol fuel-compatible. 

 Shop around for a marina or service 
station that does not pump E10 or E85. 
None of these stations will be affiliated 
with a major gasoline producer, but 
there are still some out there, 
especially in areas around lakes and 
rivers where boating is popular. You 
can find a “pure gas” map of many of 
these stations online at the Historic 
Vehicle Association website 

 Vent your fuel system during storage 
for extended periods; the moisture 

your fuel system might absorb from 
the outside will be less than the 
moisture created in the air space 
inside. 

 Use a fogging solution in your 
carburetor during storage to prevent 
condensation from collecting in fuel 
bowls. 

 Use of isopropyl alcohol-based dry gas 
will help to absorb system moisture. 
Regular dry gas is ethanol-based and 
will only make the problem worse. 
Isopropyl-based additives actually 
combine with the water molecules and 

removing moisture through the 
combustion chamber. 

 Use of a flex fuel-compatible fuel filter 
where possible will prevent 
degradation of the paper media in your 
filter by water in the fuel system. 

 
SEMA has also made ethanol in gasoline 
one of its legislative priorities, opposing 
the pending rollout of E15 fuel. For more 
information on that effort, visit 
SEMASAN.co

THAT IS SPEED  !!!!!  from Chris Heminger 
 

I find the specs amazing!  Read this through slowly and try to comprehend the amount of force produced in just under 4 seconds!  The last 
paragraph puts it all into perspective!  There are no rockets or airplanes built by any government in the world that can accelerate from a 
standing start as fast as a Top Fuel Dragster or Funny Car….. and that includes any aircraft launched by a catapult from an aircraft carrier. 
Nothing can compare………..DEFINITION OF ACCELERATION     
 One top fuel dragster 500 cubic inch Hemi engine makes more horsepower than the 

first 4 rows of stock cars at the Daytona 500.  
 It takes just 15/100ths (0.15) of a second for all 6,000+ horsepower (some believe 

8,000 HP is more realistic - there are no dynomometers capable of measuring) of an 
NHRA Top Fuel dragster engine to reach the rear wheels.  

 Under full throttle, a dragster engine consumes 1-1/2 gallons of nitromethane per 
second; a fully loaded 747 consumes jet fuel at the same rate with 25% less energy 
being produced.  

 A stock Dodge Hemi V8 engine cannot produce enough power to drive the dragster's 
supercharger.  

 With 3,000 CFM of air being rammed in by the supercharger on overdrive, the fuel 
mixture is compressed into a near-solid form before ignition.  

 Cylinders run on the verge of hydraulic lock at full throttle.  
 At the stoichiometric (stoichiometry: methodology and technology by which quantities of reactants and products in chemical reactions 

are determined) 1.7:1 air/fuel mixture of nitromethane, the flame front temperature measures 7,050 deg F.  (Oxy-acetylene on "cut" is 
6,300)  

 Nitro methane burns yellow.  The spectacular white flame seen above the stacks at night is raw burning hydrogen, dissociated from 
atmospheric water vapor by the searing exhaust gases.  

 Dual magnetos supply 44 amps to each spark plug.  This is the output of an arc welder in each cylinder.  
 Spark plug electrodes are totally consumed during one pass.  After halfway, the engine is dieseling from compression, plus the glow of 

exhaust valves at 1,400 deg F.  The engine can only be shut down by cutting the fuel flow.  
 If spark momentarily fails early in the run, unburned nitro builds up in the affected cylinders and then explodes with sufficient force to 

blow cylinder heads off the block in pieces or split the block in half.  
 In order to exceed 300 mph in 4.5 seconds, dragsters must accelerate an average of over 4G's.  In order to reach 200 mph well before 

half-track, the launch acceleration approaches 8G's.  
 Dragsters reach over 300 miles per hour before you have completed reading this sentence.   
 The redline is actually quite high at 9,500 rpm.  
 Assuming all the equipment is paid off, the crew worked for free, and for once NOTHING BLOWS UP, each run costs an estimate 

$1,000.00 per second.  
 The current top fuel dragster elapsed time record is 4.428 seconds for the quarter mile (11/12/06, Tony Schumacher, at Pomona , CA ).  
The top speed record is 336.15 mph as measured over the last 66' of the run (05/25/05 Tony Schumacher, at Hebron , OH ).  
Putting all of this into perspective: You are driving the average $140,000 Lingenfelter 'twin-turbo' powered Corvette Z06.  Over a mile up the 
road, a top fuel dragster is staged and ready to launch down a quarter mile strip as you pass.  You have the advantage of a flying start.  You 
run the 'Vette hard up through the gears and blast across the starting line and pass the dragster at an honest 200 mph.  The 'tree' goes green for 
both of you at that instant. The dragster launches and starts after you.  You keep your foot down hard, but you hear an incredibly brutal whine 
that sears your eardrums and within 3 seconds, the dragster catches and passes you.  He beats you to the finish line, a quarter mile away from 
where you just passed him. Think about it, from a standing start, the dragster had spotted you 200 mph and not only caught, but nearly blasted 
you off the road when he passed you within a mere 1,320 foot long race course. ...... and that my friend, is ACCELERATION!  



ANNUAL      CHAPER      BANQUET      AND     ELECTION     OF     OFFICERS 
 
November 10, 2012 members of the R. E. Olds Chapter met for a 
“Night at the Museum”. Tables were set in the main display room 
of the museum with white table linens and red napkins with 
centerpieces of red carnations. Around the area were several 
display tables for members to display the Oldsmobilia they 
brought. The backdrop was all of the museum’s beautiful cars. 
Chapter president Vicki May started the evening by welcoming 
everyone.  Now that you have the setting……….. I will save the 
words and let the photos talk.  

Friends Socializing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Garfield, Terry & Rebecca Pinkney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Nicholas & Jim Walkinshaw 
 
 

                               Delicious Food 
 

Our speaker for the evening 
Vicki introduced 
Museum Executive 
Director Bill 
Adcock. Bill gave a 
brief update on the 
status of  the 
Museum and 
expressed 
appreciation for all 
that the Oldsmobile Clubs and Chapters have done to help out 
through the difficult economic times. He reported that they are 
doing better than ever because of that help and a lot of hard work 
by volunteers.  
 

More friends Socializing 

Playing Games 

Following the meal, several games were played by the group. 1. 
Identifying Olds Dashes-Jim Brehm & Dave Sanders tied with Jim 
winning an automotive puzzle. 2. The first person to show a picture 
of their Olds, Deb Hilliard quickly showed a picture of her 1970 442 
and won a 2013 museum calendar featuring pictures of Oldsmobiles. 
3. A word search game of Automotive terms resulted in Emily 
Hilliard winning a book about the Curved Dash Olds driving from 
the Pacific to the Atlantic Oceans. 4. Ron Reichle was the first to 
show his OCA membership card and he won a beautifully enameled 
license badge. 5. The final game was solving Vanity plates. It was no 
surprise that license plate collector Ashley Jones won and received 
an Oldsmobile diesel V6 license plate to add to his collection.  

“OLDSMOBILIA”  on display 
Many beautiful and unusual displays were set up around the 
room. Those attending were given ballots with various categories 
so they could select their favorite in each class. This was a 
difficult task with so many displays to choose from.  
 

Most Olds Spirit and Most Original 

 
Doug Badgley’s Olds jacket & Judy Badgley’s diorama 

 
Most Historical 

Deb Hilliard’s photo display of her 442 
 

Best Oldsmobile Model Car Display 

Bob Shorman’s display of Johnny Lightning Oldsmobiles 
 
 

Most Unusual 
Oldsmobile Display 

 
Dave Sanders won with 
his display which 
included a statue made of 
engine parts called 
“Engilina” and an 
Oldsmobile cake which 
everyone enjoyed 
sampling.  
 
 

 
Most Colorful  

The winner was Ashley Jones and his display of signs 
 

Best Fullsize Oldsmobile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There was a tie between between Pennie Vance’s display and Max 

Hineman’s display of Toronado’s  
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BANQUET AND ELECTIONS, Continued
 
 

Best Cutlass 442 or Hurst/Olds 
Steve Zaban 
was the 
winner with 
his 1972 
Hurst/Olds 
Pace Car 
“error” car. 
It is a 
Franklin 
Mint model 
with an 
incorrect 
color for the top.  
    
There was 
one entry 
that didn’t 
win a trophy 
but was a 
winner for 
the R. E. 
Olds 
Museum. 
Wayne May 
brought 
several 
boxes of 
parts for a silent auction. The winner  (Doug Badgley) with the 
highest bid ($80), paid the museum. 
    
   The next order of business was the announcement of the annual 
“Member of the Year” award. Vicki read some background on this 

individual before announcing Troy Collins as the very-much-
surprised winner. 
 The awards were over and the evening would not be complete 
without the business meeting and elections. The meeting went 
quickly and then Troy Collins conducted the elections. All of the 
2012 officers ran for another year and there were no other 
nominations. The slate of officers was unanimously elected. As 
has been the tradition in recent years, Steve Zaban presided over 
the swearing in ceremony.  
 

Eva Cooper, Chris Heminger, Vicki May, Ed Shand, Jerry 
Garfield and our own “officiate”, Steve Zaban. 

 
   This annual event would not be possible without many helpers. 
Thanks go to Eva Cooper, Jan Hummer, Judy Badgley for 
organizing the event; Jan Hummer, Vicki May and Marsha 
Nicholas for providing desserts; Bruce Powelson for his 
photography and everyone that attended for making the event so 
much fun.  

 
 

Olds Engineer Tom Erb 
Visits the Chapter 

 
   Thanks to the efforts of Vice President 
Chris Heminger, Chapter members were 
honored by a second visit from Tom Erb. 
Tom worked for Oldsmobile during the 
days they were involved with racing 
programs on many different levels.  
   Following our October 2 business 
meeting, Tom began sharing stories 
about how the racing programs worked 
and several of the opportunities he had as 
a part of the program. He told how they 
got around corporate rules to NOT 
support racing of any kind. His stories 
were both interesting and amusing and 
those in attendance were grateful to listen 
to a part of Oldsmobile history.  
   Tom promised he would attend again 
and share even more stories.  
 
 

 R. E. Olds Museum 
What’s happening….. 

 
   The Annual Meeting of the museum 
was held on November 12, 2012. This is 
the time when the “state-of-the-museum” 
is announced. Bill Adcock was pleased 
to share that the museum has had a great 
year. He cited many reasons for this 
including the financial help of the Olds 
Clubs and their Chapters.  
   The museum has a tradition of 
honoring a volunteer that has gone above 
and beyond the call of duty. This year 
they selected 2 recipients. Our own Jerry 
Garfield was selected. Jerry is a 
dedicated volunteer at the museum and 
they are fortunate to have him.  
   The evening concluded with the 
drawing for the annual raffle car. The 67 
Cutlass convertible will find a new home 
in Connecticut.  
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OLDSMAR  CAR  SHOW  FOR  SNOWBIRDS 
MARCH 20-23, 2013 

 
   Oldsmar is a city in Florida that was the 
vision of R. E. Olds. Today this city 
celebrates their founder with a spring 
cruise-in and festival. Oldsmar is located 
northwest on Tampa on scenic Tampa Bay.  
   The Olds Club of Florida is inviting all 
Oldsmobile owners to the 52nd Annual 
Oldsmar Days Festival. They have 
organized a tour of Oldsmar and also plan 
to tour other areas of Western and Central 
Florida. All tours are dutch treat. Following 
is a list of their plans: 
 A visit to 'Fantasy of Flight' in Polk 

City. 'Fantasy of Flight' is home to a 
rich history of aircraft. There are 
restored planes, unrestored planes, 
planes being restored, plane rides, 
short info movies, antique cars, and 
memorabilia. Enough to keep all busy 
for hours. The facility also has a good 
restaurant.  

 Another day we'll drive across the 
Skyway Bridge to arrive in Sarasota to 
visit the Ringling Circus and Art 
Museums as well as the Ringling 
Mansion. There is also an old car 
museum across the road if you have 
time for that. If for some reason these 
tours don't tickle your fancy we will 
have other suggestions and directions 
for you.. 

 Saturday is parade day for all 
Oldsmobile’s in Oldsmar. After the 
parade through the city of Oldsmar we 
will enter R. E. Olds Park where we 
will park for all to see our cars and 
where we'll enjoy a day of festivities. 

 
   The host hotel is the Holiday Inn Express 
in Oldsmar. You are responsible for your 
own reservations. Rate is $114. Standard or 
$124. Suite. Breakfast included. Phone is 
813-854-5080. Let them know you are with 
the Oldsmobile Club for the special rate. 
Reservation deadline for special rates is 
February 27. 
   Anyone wanting more details or having 
questions should contact Leo or Karen 
Stutzman at 813-689-7855 or email them at 
pfiltratio@aol.com.   
Festival information can be found at 
www.myoldsmar.com

 

21st ANNUAL  OLDSMOBILE   
HOMECOMING   JUNE 15, 2013 

     

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU… 
 
January-   February- 

   The planning committee is already in the planning process for the next 
Oldsmobile Homecoming show. It seems like June is far away, but the 
planning starts early.  
   You may have noticed ads for Homecoming in the publications for the Olds 
Club of America, National Antique Olds Club or the Hurst/Olds Club of 
America. We also have a listing in the Greater Lansing Visitor’s Guide both 
printed and on their website. These ads plus all of us mentioning the show to 
other Olds owners is how we continue to get new people at the show every 
year. Last year, Ed Shand, reported we had 158 first time registrants attend.  
   This year we will be 
featuring Oldsmobile 
stationwagons and 
commercial vehicles. 
We always have a great 
showing of these 
vehicles and it is time 
that they be featured. If 
you know of an 
Oldsmobile that fits this 
category, be sure and 
tell them to bring it in 
2013.      Scott Whittaker’s 1963 F85 Stationwagon 

    In the past couple of years we have offered our visitors activities for both 
Friday and Saturday evenings. 2013 will be no different although there are 
some changes. Friday night at Dimondale will continue. They are planning to 
expand and make it even more interesting. Saturday night will be at the R. E. 
Olds Museum. They are planning a “Night at the Museum” with room to park 
our Oldsmobiles, ice cream, popcorn and even a garage sale. This will take 
place from 4pm-7pm following Homecoming.  
   The fliers are in the process of being printed. They will include an insert for 
the 2 cruises being planned. The February monthly meeting will be when we 
prepare them for mailing. Plan to attend so you can help with the process. It is 
always a lot of fun. See you there.  

 
4     Mary Nordbeck  2     Jill Gilbert 
5     Chris Heminger  5     Jan Hummer 
7     Ron Reichle   10    Jim Spalding 
9     Abel Gonzales  11    Maria Klein 
       Katherine Johnson          Janet Shand 
19   Doug Songer   12    Betty Mroczka 
       Reg Riddle   13    Sue Walters 
22   Don Greiner   15   Cindy Songer 
       Betty Burnett   16   Patricia Walker 
28   Jerry Garfield  22   Eva Cooper 
       Wayne May   23   Willis Dennis 
       Pennie Vance 
29 Roger Andrezejewski 
30 Alan Wilcox  
 
We wish  
all of you a  
fantastic celebration!  



 10

The Gilmore Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan 
 
   The Gilmore Museum in Hickory 
Corners has been a destination for 
many that are interested in 
automotive history. They display 
many different marquees and provide 
information as well. Several members 
of the R. E. Olds Chapter have 
attended some of their many different 
shows they provide throughout the 
summer on an individual basis. In 
2009, members of the Chapter 
attended as a group and parked 
together as they were featuring 
Oldsmobiles at their Red Barn 
Spectacular in August. For more 
details on this museum check their 
website at 
www.gilmorecarmuseum.org     
   Following is an article that was printed 
about what is new at Gilmore.  
   The State of Michigan has been known as 
the home of the auto industry—despite the 
recent economic downturn—for more than 
100 years and is currently undergoing a 
renewal. Like the innovators and the 
entrepreneurs it has celebrated for nearly a 
half century, the renowned Gilmore Car 
Museum near Kalamazoo, MI has 
embarked on its own re-invention. 
   The 45-year-old non-profit organization 
has begun construction on a museum 
expansion that will more than double the 
size of its current facilities, provide year-
round public operations, and establish it as 
the nation’s premier automotive history 
destination. 
   Thanks to the generosity of its members 
and supporters, the Gilmore Car Museum 
has recently raised nearly $10 million—
garnered entirely from private donations, 
with no tax dollars used—to begin 
construction on the Genevieve and Donald 

S. Gilmore Automotive Heritage Center.  
   “The Gilmore Car Museum is so much 
more than just a tribute to a collection of 
historic automobiles” explains Keith Crain, 
Detroit publisher of Auto Week Magazine. 
“With the museum’s newest construction 
projects, its onsite museum partners, 
incredible grounds, outstanding 
programming and world-class collections 
the Gilmore Car Museum is truly becoming 
the nation’s premier car museum.”  
   The nearly 40,000 square foot 
Automotive Heritage Center—just one of 
the museum’s current projects—will 
feature a large exhibit gallery in which 
even more of the museum collection can be 
displayed. A state-of-the-art multimedia 
theater and an expansive research library 
and archives, as well as educational and 
interactive areas, a museum store, offices, 
and artifact storage facility will be housed 
there.  
   This new building is being fashioned as a 
recreation of an early 1900s brick factory 

building, yet features modern 
innovations including 
environmentally friendly 
materials and energy efficient 
geothermal heating and cooling. 
   When the Automotive 
Heritage Center is completed, 
the museum will also begin 
year-round public hours for the 
first time in its 45-year history. 
   In a state that, more so than 
many others, has had its share of 
economic difficulties—a hurting 
auto industry, high 
unemployment, and loss of 
population—the Gilmore Car 
Museum has continued 
experiencing unprecedented 

growth in both attendance and donations. 
The museum has also made substantial 
investments in its infrastructure, exhibits, 
and outreach as a community resource. 
These major expansions are part of the 
Gilmore Car Museum’s master plan that 
was begun eight years ago to develop the 
facility into the nation’s premier 
automotive history destination. 
   The museum has invested over $15 
million toward buildings, infrastructure and 
endowment since 2004. Expanding the 
campus by nine new structures, adding a 
highly regarded high school restoration 
program, and creating a research library 
has paid off well. Visitor attendance 
increased 33% over 2009 levels, 56 
donations of historic vehicles were 
accepted, and the museum’s continued 
success and growth has created a positive 
economic impact felt throughout West 
Michigan.

Oldsmobile Club of America  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS 

 

Rocket Classifieds…… 
FOR SALE: '67 Cutlass left headlight bezel 
($15);  '64-'67 Cutlass/442 aluminum 
Fisher Body door sill plates, ribbed style 
($35pr.);  '67 442 radiator (make offer); 
intake manifold off 455 (make offer); 
polished aluminum Offenhauser hi-rise 
intake manifold off 400 ($100). Dennis 
Smith at 989-682-4337 or 
jenanddenny@yahoo.com 
FOR SALE: 1961-1988 Cutlass parts- 
ANY interior, exterior, mechanical… just 
ask. Badgley’s djbadgley@gmail.com or 
517-256-2336. 
FOR SALE:AC Delco Rebuilt 78amp 
alternator for 1984-87 w/ 260 or 307 V8 
eng. UNUSED. $60 OBO. Jerry Garfield-
517-878-5095  or  lastolds@wowway.com 

Welcome New members 
 
Darrell & Alana Cunningham-Haslett, MI 
    1969 442 
Calvin & Doris Badgley-Potterville, MI 
    1968 Cutlass conv., 1974 Hurst/Olds  
    Delta Conv., 1974 Hurst/Olds 4-dr.,  
    2004 Final 500 Aurora. 
  
 
 



 11

R. E. Olds Chapter 
General Session 
Meeting 
October 2, 2012 
  
President, Vicki 
May called the 
meeting to order at 
7 P.M. There were 

35 present at the meeting and one guest. 
Presidents Report: Vicki May- 
1.  Vicki welcomed and thanked the members 
and guests for coming to the meeting. 
2.  Board Meeting Items: Discussion was 
held at the preceding board meeting 
regarding the profits from Homecoming and 
making a donation to the R. E. Olds 
Transportation Museum.  The 2012 Chapter 
budget calls for a donation of 10% of the 
Homecoming profits be donated to the 
REOTM this year.  And it is also in the 
general budget that we donate $1,000.  The 
10 % of Homecoming profits would come to 
$236.18 but it was agreed by the board to 
round this number up to $250.  Therefore, 
tonight our treasurer will write a check to the 
REOTM for $675. 
3.  Great Lakes Christian Home Ice Cream 
Social /Car show: Approximately a dozen 
Chapter members attended this event with 
their Oldsmobiles on Sunday, September 30.  
The residents of the home and their families 
enjoyed looking at the cars.  The Chapter 
provided ice cream and toppings.  Vicki May, 
Marsha Nicholas, Eva Cooper and Tom 
Hummer dished out and served the ice cream. 
Vice Presidents Report: Chris Heminger- 
Guest Speaker – Tom Erb will be our guest 
speaker tonight after this short business 
meeting.  Tom worked for Oldsmobile and 
will speak about Oldsmobile’s relationship 
with the governing bodies of NASCAR, 
NHRA, IMSA, etc. and with the sponsors and 
media for these races. 
Secretaries Report: Ed Shand-The 
September minutes of the general session 
meeting were presented to the membership 
and opened for discussion.  Judy motioned to 
accept the minutes as read. Willis Dennis 
seconded the motion. The membership 
approved the motion. 
Newsletter Report:  Judy Badgley- 
Deadline for the next newsletter is Oct. 15.  
Judy asked if anyone took pictures at the ice 
cream social held on 9/30 that she could use 
for the newsletter.  Several members 
indicated they had and will email them to 
Judy.  Vicki volunteered to write a report on 
the ice cream social and email it to Judy for 
the newsletter. 
By-Laws Chairman Report: Troy Collins:  
Troy had nothing to report on the by-laws but 
said the deadline is November 1st for those 
members who would like to run for a 2013 
board position.  He said anyone nominating 
someone or volunteering to run for a position, 
must accept said nomination.  Voting will 
take place at the annual banquet on 
November 10.  As of today, Troy said he has 
not received any nominations for any office.  
Troy said the present board members 

indicated, at the board meeting preceding this 
meeting, that they all would run for their 
position again. 
Membership Chairman Report: Don 
Cooper- reported we have a new member - 
Darrell and Alana Cunningham of Haslett.  
He has a 1969 442. 
OCA Chapter Representative Report: Eva 
Cooper-  Nothing to report at this time. 
Zone Director: Ken Nicholas – Ken said the 
OCA has a new website 
www.oldsmobileclubofamerica.org.  A lot is 
going on in the OCA; contact Ken if you 
have any questions.  
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum:  Bill 
Adcock – Nothing to report. 
Homecoming 2012 and 2013 : 
The next Homecoming meeting is at 3:30 
p.m. before the November 10 banquet here at 
the museum.  The Oct. meeting has been 
cancelled. For the last couple of years we 
have had complaints, mainly from the people 
in the Swap Meet, that the sound system on 
the show field has been too loud.  The 
committee is looking for a solution. 
Old Business: 
1.  Murals on exterior walls of the REOTM:  
Bob Shorman has gathered a couple of bids 
for the painting for the exterior walls 
2.  Banquet and Election of Officers:  The 
banquet will be held on November 10 at the 
REOTM.  Displays may be set up starting at 
5 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6 p.m., 
followed by the election of officers and other 
entertainment. Anyone interesting in holding 
an office should give their name to Troy 
Collins by November 1st.  Everyone was 
reminded to mail your banquet reservations 
and money to Jan Hummer by Nov. 3rd. 
New Business: 
There was no new business at this time. 
Motion to Adjourn: 
7:20 p.m. - A motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made by Chris H. and supported by Jim 
Brehm. The motion was carried.  The floor 
was then turned over to Chris and he 
introduced Tom Erb, our guest speaker. 
 
There were no expenditures approved at this 
meeting. 
Respectfully submitted:  Eva Cooper, Acting 
Secretary. 
  
2012 R.E. Olds Chapter Annual Meeting 
& Banquet-  November 10, 2012  
Location: R. E. Olds Transportation Museum 
                                                                                     
   Vicki welcomed all those attending the 
annual banquet and November Chapter 
meeting.  She thanked those who brought a 
display of model cars or Oldsmobilia for the 
members and guests to vote on.  There were 
some great displays and many different 
varieties. 
    Tom Hummer gave the invocation for the 
dinner. 
   Bill Adcock was our guest speaker and his 
topic provided the membership some valued 
information about the REO Transportation 
Museum enhancements, direction and 
financial stability over the past year.  There 

are a number of positive things that are 
occurring at the museum. 
    Judy Badgley prepared some wonderful 
games for all of us to participate in.  Thank 
you Judy for preparing them for us.  (Ed. See 
article pgs. 6-8) 
   A silent auction in memory of Raymond 
Koss of new old stock parts had a winning 
bid of $80.00.  Doug Badgley made the 
winning bid.  He will issue a check in the 
amount of $80.00 directly to the RE Olds 
Museum as a donation to them. 
  

Annual  Business Meeting 
  
Secretary report:  Ed Shand provided a 
brief recap of the highlights of the October 
2012  meeting. 
 Treasures report.  Jerry Garfield provided a 
recap of the financial status of the Chapter.  
 Vice President’s report: Chris Heminger 
reports that he is continuing to secure people 
for presentations during general session 
meetings.  He is working with Tom Erb to 
come back in the summer.  If there are any 
suggestions for guest speakers, please let 
Chris know. 
Membership Chairman’s report: Don 
Cooper reported there are 107 active 
members, 14 new members for the year.  Joe 
Pohl passed away this year.  He has been a 
valued member of the Chapter for many 
years 
OCA Chapter Representative’s report: 
Eva Cooper reports to check the date of your 
OCA and be sure to renew your OCA 
membership before it expires. 
 Zone Director’s report: Ken Nicholas 
reported that he has been the liaison between 
the chapter and OCA since 1998. 
    Vicki read a greeting received from Erving 
and Katherine Johnson.  They were unable to 
attend due to health conditions 

Meeting was closed 
  
Troy Collins was nominated and 
unanimously approved by the Board (except 
for a vote from Troy) to be awarded the 
Member of the Year Award.  Vicki presented 
the award to Troy. 
  
   Troy Collins facilitated the election of 
officers.  The following people were 
nominated for officer positions:                                 
·         Vicki  May, President 
·         Chris Heminger, VP 
·         Jerry Garfield, Treasurer 
·         Ed Shand, Secretary 
·         Eva Cooper, OCA Representative 
There were no nominations from the floor.  
Harry Emmons motioned to close the 
nominations.  The membership approved the 
officers for the year of 2013.   Steve Zaban 
performed the swearing in ceremony of 
the officers. 
  
 
A special thank you to the Badgley’s, 
Cooper’s, Hummer’s and Nicholas’s for the 
excellent banquet they arranged. 
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